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Philosophy of Ministry Part 3: The Heart of Ministry 

 

There are several core convictions and character qualities that provide the church body 

with proper preparation and motivation for godly ministry.  Some of the most significant ones 

are highlighted below. 

 

Core Convictions 

In order to effectively minister God’s Word to each other and the world, the church must 

hold to several core convictions.   

 

1. The church must adhere to sound doctrine 

o In the broadest sense, the church must be evangelical
1
 and firmly embrace the 

gospel of grace in Jesus Christ.   

o How important is it to be doctrinally correct (Ephesians 4:14; 1 Timothy 4:6, 6:3-

5; 2 Timothy 3:16, 4:3; Titus 1:9, 2:1, 2:7)? 

 

2. The church must be God-centered in her focus, as opposed to man-centered 

o This implies a high view of God and a sober view of man.   

o It calls for embracing the sovereignty of God and the doctrines of grace (i.e. what 

is known as Calvinism)
2
.   

o God-centeredness is the only way to keep the church focused on and toward the 

glory of God. 

o What do we learn about God’s glory from the following passages (Isaiah 42:8, 

43:6-7, 43:25, 48:11; 1 Corinthians 10:31)? 

                                                
1 Defined as (1) of, relating to, or being in agreement with the Christian gospel especially as it is presented in the 

four Gospels; (2) Protestant; (3) emphasizing salvation by faith in the atoning death of Jesus Christ through personal 
conversion, the authority of Scripture, and the importance of preaching as contrasted with ritual 

(http://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/evangelical) 
2 This would be a topic of its own for study.  The doctrines of grace can be easily remembered by the acrostic 

T.U.L.I.P. (Total Depravity, Unconditional Election, Limited Atonement, Irresistible Grace, Perseverance of the 

Saints). 
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3. The church must be Christ-centered and gospel-centered 

o The gospel of the grace of Christ must always be front and center.   

o Everything must pass through the filter of the death, burial, resurrection, and 

ascension of Christ.  

o Our attitude ought to be that of Paul, “For I determined to know nothing among 

you except Jesus Christ, and Him crucified” (1 Corinthians 2:2).   

o Why is the gospel important (Romans 1:16-17; 1 Corinthians 15:1-6)? 

o How important is it to get the gospel right (Galatians 1:8-9)? 

 

4. The church must be Bible-centered 

o She must believe that the Bible is the inspired, infallible, inerrant, sufficient, and 

authoritative Word of the living God.
3
   

o Everything she does ought to emanate from the Scriptures (Hebrews 4:14, 10:23).   

o A Bible-centered conviction will shape the ministry of the church in vital ways.  

For example, Bible-centeredness will inevitably lead to a conviction to… 

� Observe the regulative principle (Deuteronomy 12:32) 

� Use an exegetical approach (1 Thessalonians 5:21-22) 

� Rightly divide the Word (2 Timothy 2:15) 

� Preach and teach the whole counsel of God (Acts 20:27) 

� Practice biblical counseling (2 Timothy 3:16-17; 2 Peter 1:3) 

                                                
3 Refer to the PowerPoint audio from the LBF lesson on “The Character of the Word” from 4/9/2008 

(http://logosbiblefellowship.com/schedule.aspx) 


