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Philosophy of Ministry Part 5 
The Hands and Feet of Ministry: Introduction 

 

Love is an action verb.  When Jesus instructed us to love God with all our heart and our 

neighbor as ourselves, He was calling for the kind of love that manifests itself in action (e.g. see 

1 John 3:16).  How should this love find expression in God’s church?   

• When we observe the model of the early apostolic church, we find a simple and basic, yet 

well-balanced and effective outline for church ministry in Acts 2:41-42. 

• In this account, we find the four core functions of the early church.  Figure 1 below 

shows the connection between this passage and Jesus’ command to love God and man. 

 

 

 
 

 

Figure 1: The Relationship between Matthew 22:37-40 and Acts 2:41-42 
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• The all-encompassing command of Jesus in Matthew 22:37-40 has two components: a 

vertical component (i.e. love for God) and a horizontal one (i.e. love for man).   

• In the vertical sphere, our love for God is a result of and response to His love for us (1 

John 4:19).   

o For example, God has revealed His love for us via the revelation of Himself in the 

Bible, and in response, we love Him and Scripture.  

o These perfectly map to the concepts of worship and discipleship found in Acts 

2:41-42, and the components represent both the upward (worship) and downward 

(discipleship) aspects of the vertical relationship. 

• The right side of the figure addresses the horizontal sphere.   

o Jesus, in Matthew 22, commands us to love mankind, and Scripture teaches that 

there are only two categories of man: those in Adam and those in Christ (Romans 

5:12-19).  Therefore, we are to love both unbelievers (i.e. the lost) and believers 

(i.e. the body of Christ).   

o These perfectly map to the concepts of evangelism and fellowship found in the 

Acts 2 passage, and the components represent both the outward (evangelism) and 

inward (fellowship) aspects of the horizontal relationship. 

• It is abundantly clear that love for God and man is manifested in the four core functions 

enumerated in Acts 2:41-42.  These functions ought to be done on four levels within the 

church: church-wide, in small groups, in families, and by individuals.   

• Since our focus is on the philosophy of ministry, and not on developing a detailed 

ministry plan, the governing principles for each ministry function, not all of the specific 

applications, will be discussed. 


