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Philosophy of Ministry Part 6 
The Hands and Feet of Ministry: Worship 

 

In Acts 2:41-42, we see two components of passionate, biblical worship: “those who had 

received his word were baptized…They were continually devoting themselves…to the breaking of 

bread and to prayer.”   

• The text states that the believers participated in the two sacraments of the church
1
 (cf. 1 

Corinthians 11:23ff; Galatians 3:27) and devoted themselves to prayer (cf. Psalm 

116:17; Ephesians 6:18) 

• These two expressions of worship are representative of the whole matter of worship 

• Other basic expressions of worship include
2
:  

o Giving (1 Corinthians 16:2; Philippians 4:15) 

o Praise/Singing (Ephesians 5:19; Colossians 3:16; Hebrews 13:15) 

o Fasting (Acts 14:23) 

• Regardless of the particular expression (i.e. prayer, fasting, singing, etc.), worship is that 

function which under girds and energizes all of the Christian life.   

• Biblical worship has been defined as “honor and adoration directed toward God.”
3
   

• True God-pleasing and passionate worship… 

o Glorifies Him (1 Chronicles 16:29; Psalm 99:9) 

o Focuses on Him (Psalm 8:1; Revelation 4:11) 

o Is done in spirit and truth (John 4:23-24) 

o Adheres to the regulative principle (Deuteronomy 12:32) 

                                                
1 The two sacraments of the church are the ordinances of Baptism and the Lord’s Supper.  The Lord’s 

Supper, or communion (1 Corinthians 10:16), is referred to as “the breaking of bread” in Acts 2:42. 
2 Also Scripture reading and preaching, but these will be discussed under Discipleship 
3 John MacArthur, The Ultimate Priority (Chicago, IL.: Moody Press, 1983), 14. 
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• Worship is a spiritual act of purity and devotion which… 

o Communicates praise and thanksgiving to God (Psalm 69:30) 

o Fear and reverence for God (Psalm 2:11) 

o Joyous delight in God (Psalm 63:5; 104:1) 

o A desire to exalt God (Psalm 57:5) 

• On a church-wide level, corporate worship is to be planned and directed by the elders 

o Worship services include morning and evening on the Lord’s Day and perhaps a 

mid-week gathering of the body for prayer and praise 

o The elders will determine the frequency of the Lord’s Supper.  Perhaps partaking 

once per month is ideal in that it is not too frequent or infrequent 

o Giving will be thought of in terms of generous, sacrificial offering of time, talent, 

and treasure 

• All of the components of worship, except participation of the sacraments, should be 

incorporated into the worship offered by small groups, families, and individuals 

• In a small group setting, worship is to be led by an elder or other leader who has been 

appointed by the elders 

• In the family setting, the husband is to lead the family in worship 


