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Philosophy of Ministry Part 7 
The Hands and Feet of Ministry: Discipleship 

 

In Acts 2:42, biblical discipleship is described as believers “continually devoting 

themselves to the apostles’ teaching.”   

• This doctrinal devotion is rooted in… 

o Publicly reading Scripture (1 Timothy 4:13) 

o Preaching and teaching (Acts 20:27; 2 Timothy 4:2) 

o Training and mentoring (2 Timothy 2:2) 

o Church discipline (Matthew 15:18-20) 

• Discipleship can be thought of as the process by which believers mentor and assist (i.e. 

disciple) other believers to greater levels of biblical knowledge and spiritual maturity.  

• The goal of discipleship is to teach followers of Christ “to observe all that [Christ] 

commanded [us]” (Matthew 28:20) for the purpose of “presenting every man complete in 

Christ” (Colossians 1:28).   

• For this reason, the preaching, teaching, training, and mentoring necessarily include not 

only instructing, but also admonishing, exhorting, correcting, rebuking, encouraging, 

establishing, equipping, and modeling an example of Christ-likeness (Acts 11:23, 14:21-

22, 20:31; Romans 15:4-5; 1 Corinthians 11:1-2; Ephesians 4:11; Colossians 1:28, 2:6-7; 

1 Thessalonians 2:1-14, 3:2, 5:11, 5:14; 2 Timothy 1:13, 4:1). 

• From a corporate perspective… 

o The faithful preaching and teaching of the whole counsel of God are the primary 

ways in which pastors and elders feed, train, and shepherd the flock.   

� Although the primary approach to preaching is to be the exegetical-

theological verse-by-verse exposition through books of the Bible (i.e. 

expository preaching), an occasional topical sermon series is a good way 

to address important issues, such as the Lordship of Jesus Christ over all 

things, biblical manhood/womanhood, and biblical parenting.   

o Conferences are a helpful means for spiritual growth and encouragement.   

o It is important to have a discipleship curriculum in place which includes lessons 

on doctrine, spiritual growth, ministry, and practical Christian living.   
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o Discipleship also consists of Scripture memorization, accountability, biblical 

counseling, restoration, forgiveness, and even church discipline.   

� Although all believers cover a multitude of sins (1 Peter 4:8) and privately 

confronting sin when necessary (Matthew 18:15), the final stage of church 

discipline should be conducted by the elders (Matthew 18:17).
1
 

• With the topic of discipleship comes the important question of how to best teach and train 

the children and youth.   

o The Bible makes it clear that the parents have primary responsibility for the 

biblical discipleship of their children (Deuteronomy 6:4-9).   

o However, it is appropriate for the church to come alongside parents (not replace 

them) in the biblical training and instruction of their children.   

o Given this, limited age-based instruction is appropriate.  However, children and 

youth ministries should include parents, because it is important for the parents to 

be intimately involved with their children and youth in church.   

o Since intergenerational incorporation is extremely important, children of all ages 

should be mingled together in the Lord’s Day worship services.  Additionally, 

young people are mature enough to be incorporated into the adult teaching and 

ministries of the church (to both attend and serve) at the age of twelve or thirteen. 

• In small group, family, and personal settings, much of the principles of discipleship 

offered above still apply.   

o Although they do not include formal preaching, small groups furnish a great 

opportunity for teaching to occur in an informal environment.   

o Much of the discipleship that takes place in the context of families proceeds from 

the application of godliness in day-to-day living as well as planned times of 

family worship.   

o One of the primary ways in which individuals grow in the grace and knowledge of 

the Lord Jesus is through personal Bible study. 

                                                
1 In this verse, Jesus said, “If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church; and if he refuses to listen 

even to the church, let him be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector.”  Here, the term “the church” is a synecdoche 

(i.e. the whole represents the part) meaning “the elders of the church,” because the voice and decision of the elders 

is the voice and decision of the church.  


