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Philosophy of Ministry Part 8 
The Hands and Feet of Ministry: Evangelism 

 

In Acts 2:41, evangelism is seen as “adding about three thousand souls.”   

• This mass of conversions followed Peter’s sermon, which addressed… 

o The sovereignty of God (v. 23)  

o Fulfillment of Old Testament prophecy (vv. 16-21, 25-31, 34-35) with regards to 

Christ’s death (vv. 22-23), resurrection (v. 24-32), exaltation and kingship (vv. 

25, 30, 33-36) 

• After his clear gospel presentation… 

o Many people were “pierced to the heart” (v. 37) 

o Peter then called them to repent and believe in Christ (v. 38) 

o After this, he continued to teach and exhort them to be saved (v. 40) 

• The order that follows is very important.   

o All of those present who received the message, were converted, then baptized, 

and added to the church as a result (v. 41) 

o This passage provides a good definition of and model for evangelism 

 

Principles of Evangelism 

• Simply put, evangelism is nothing more and nothing less than proclaiming the evangel 

(the good news of Jesus) and calling hearers to repentance and faith (Acts 14:15) 

• The motivation/goal are to glorify God (Romans 14:8; 2 Corinthians 5:9; 1 Corinthians 

10:31) by pleading with lost people to be reconciled to Him (2 Corinthians 5:11-21) 
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• Believers ought to always remember that, since the sovereign God is the only One who 

can regenerate a hard heart, success in evangelism is defined as simple faithfulness to 

proclaim the gospel message clearly and accurately (Ezekiel 2:3-7) 

• Ones witness will serve to plant, water, or harvest (1 Corinthians 3:5-9; Luke 10:1-3) 

• God is the one who causes the growth/increase (1 Corinthians 3:6). 

 

Evangelism as a Core Ministry 

• Jesus came “to seek and to save that which was lost” (Luke 19:10) 

• What is the church’s commission (Matthew 28:19)?  How does it relate evangelism to 

foreign missions? 

• In conjunction with evangelism and missions, mercy ministry and service tangibly 

demonstrate the love of Christ to the lost (cf. Galatians 6:10) 

• The church ought to go out to the people (Luke 14:23) and be willing to talk with 

strangers (Matthew 10:5-7; Mark 6:7-12; Luke 9:1-6, 10:1-9) 

• Some have a specific gifting/calling to do evangelism (Ephesians 4:11), such as Philip 

(Acts 21:8) and Timothy (2 Timothy 4:5) 

• Evangelism should be done at all levels 

o On the corporate level � Preaching the gospel (1 Corinthians 2:2), church-wide 

evangelistic outreaches, prayer/support for missionaries/missionary organizations  
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o Small group level � An evangelism ministry
1
 in which a group of people are 

trained and deployed to do regular evangelism and outreach in the nearby 

communities/neighborhoods and to lead evangelistic Bible studies.   

o Family level � Hospitality, mercy, service and witness to unbelieving neighbors 

and friends 

o Individual level � Personally and informally share the gospel with friends, 

family, neighbors, co-workers, etc.   

 

Evangelism and Church Growth 

• Although God’s glory and man’s reconciliation to God are the primary goal of 

evangelism, the secondary goal is to incorporate new converts into the church 

o This is what Luke meant by “that day there were added about three thousand 

souls…the Lord was adding to their number day by day those who were being 

saved” (Acts 2:41, 47; cf. 5:14) 

o These folks were not just added to the roles of heaven but to the church  

• Unfortunately, many churches today are racially and economically segregated 

o However, the church’s goal in evangelism is to indiscriminately reach all people 

within the demographic in which it ministers 

o Thus, churches should endeavor to integrate all races, ages, social statuses, etc. 

                                                
1 An evangelism ministry is not the same as an evangelistic ministry.  The former exists for the sole 

purpose of proclaiming the gospel to the lost.  The latter does not have evangelism as its primary purpose but 

secondarily incorporates the gospel.  For example, a church preschool or weekend conference may include a 

presentation of the gospel but does not exist solely for the purpose of presenting the gospel.  These ministries have 

other primary purposes, and the gospel is incorporated into those purposes.  In this sense, all ministries that are not 

strictly focused on evangelism (i.e. evangelism ministries) ought to be evangelistic ministries. 


