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SOVEREIGNTY, SUFFERING, AND SYMPATHY 

IN THE BOOK OF JOB 

 

SOVEREIGNTY BEHIND THE SCENES 

• Sovereignty is central to the book of Job 

• What exactly is meant by “sovereignty?”  

o Decree: According to the seventh question of the Westminster Shorter Catechism, 

“The decrees of God are, his eternal purpose, according to the counsel of his will, 

whereby, for his own glory, he hath foreordained whatsoever comes to pass.”
1
  

Thus, God has a sovereign plan which He freely decreed in eternity past 

according to His own will and good pleasure.  

o Providence: This sovereign plan is actualized in real time through the active and 

passive providence of God (i.e. His governing of all people, creatures, events, and 

circumstances).   

o Decree + Providence: So, in the simplest of terms, God’s sovereignty pertains to 

the decrees He made before the foundation of the world and His providential 

execution of those decrees in real time.   

o Lordship: It also points to Him as the One Supreme Ruler who is in control of 

everything at all times.   

 

 

  

                                                
1 Westminster Confession of Faith (Glasgow: Free Presbyterian Press, 2001), 288. 
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• Discuss: 

o Why does a proper understanding of God’s sovereignty matter?  What does this 

have to do with comfort in the midst of suffering?   

o How do people’s understanding of the sovereign plan and providence of God 

affect their sense of security?  Their tendency to worry?  Their fear in the midst of 

severe suffering?  Their hope?  Their ability to live life to the glory of God? 

 

• Job’s Uniqueness: The book of Job is unique in that it peels back the veil of the spiritual 

dimension for the reader.   

o The first two chapters reveal that the suffering Job endured served the purpose of 

proving that true faith will not fail, because… 

� It is not conditioned on circumstances 

� It is not related to, or in proportion with, the amount of blessings received 

o Although the reader is clued in to these facts related to the reason for Job’s 

suffering, none of the people involved (i.e. Job, his family, or his friends who 

came to comfort him) had any knowledge of them.   

o Throughout most of the book, the reader is allowed to be “a fly on the wall” as 

Job and his friends try to figure out why he is suffering.   

o Although none of them knew the answer, one can discern a fundamental 

difference between Job and his friends – Job had a proper understanding of God’s 

sovereignty and his friends did not. 
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• Job’s Character: Job was described as “blameless, upright, fearing God and turning 

away from evil” (1:1).   

o He cared deeply for God and his family (1:5).   

o God Himself said, “My servant Job…there is no one like him on the earth, a 

blameless and upright man, fearing God and turning away from evil.” (1:8, 2:3).   

o In the early chapters of the book , Satan proposed that Job only feared God as a 

result of being blessed by Him (1:9-10, 2:4) and that, upon removal of God’s 

blessing, his reverent fear would turn to cursing (1:11, 2:5).   

o Derek Kidner frames the question in this way, “Does God’s finest servant, his 

boasted showpiece, Job, serve him for conscience or convenience?  It is this that 

sets the story in motion.”
2
   

 

• Next Lesson(s): At the very beginning of the book, we immediately see three extremely 

important principles at work related to the sovereignty of God. 

 

                                                
2 Derek Kidner, The Wisdom of Proverbs, Job, and Ecclesiastes: An Introduction to Wisdom Literature (Downers 

Grove, IL.: InterVarsity Press, 1985), 56. 


