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SOVEREIGNTY, SUFFERING, AND SYMPATHY 

IN THE BOOK OF JOB 

PRINCIPLE #4: GOD’S PLAN IS UNCONDITIONAL AND CERTAIN 

 

Overview 

• After the prologue (chapters 1-2), which highlights the cause of Job’s suffering, the book 

presents an extended dialogue between Job and his friends (chapters 3-37). 

• Throughout the dialogue, there are three principle differences between Job and his friends 

in their understanding of God’s sovereignty.  In the end, their grasp of and confidence in 

these principles made the difference between blessing and wrath (42:7, 12). 

• Discuss: 

1. What three principles of sovereignty were demonstrated in the prologue? 

2. How did Job evidence understanding/misunderstanding of these three principles?  

How about Eliphaz, Zophar, and Bildad? 

 

The Perspective of Job’s Friends 

• Throughout the dialogue, Job’s friends consistently and persistently make known their 

misunderstandings about God’s sovereignty 

• In their minds, God’s sovereignty consists of Him governing the world in a reactionary 

manner via spiritual laws of cause and effect 

o In the physical realm, the law of gravity in operates according to a predicable 

cause and effect pattern (i.e. what goes up will come back down at a rate of 32 

feet per second squared) 
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o Unfortunately, they concluded that the spiritual realm operates in the same 

manner (i.e. there is a spiritual law of sin which always elicits a one-to-one 

punishment in accordance with the degree of the sin) 

• Their view of God and theology was simple: God always rewards good behavior and 

always punishes bad behavior.  Therefore, all suffering is an indication of God’s 

punishment for sin, and all blessing is an indication of God’s reward to righteous living.   

o An example of this unbiblical theology can be found in the words of Eliphaz: 

“Remember now, whoever perished being innocent? Or where were the upright 

destroyed?” (4:7).   

• What a dangerous statement this was given the fact that his words described the exact 

plight of the coming Messiah, who would innocently suffer for the sins of His people (cf. 

Genesis 3:15; Isaiah 53; 1 Peter 3:18)!   

• This type of cause and effect mentality robs God of His sovereignty and places man on 

the throne.  God is then shrunk down to the role of simply reacting and responding to 

man based on His “rulebook.”   

• To this end, Bildad stated, “If you are pure and upright, Surely now He would rouse 

Himself for you And restore your righteous estate” (8.6; cf. Eliphaz’s statement in 22:23 

and Elihu’s in 34:11).   

• This statement sounds frighteningly similar to those of today’s “Word of Faith” 

movement.  Should we really think that God owes us anything and that we are pure?   

• Discuss: 

1. What misunderstandings did Job’s friends have about God’s sovereignty? 

2. What practical effect did it have?  What application is there for you? 
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The Perspective of Job 

• Job, on the other hand, understood that God’s plan was more than a conditional reward 

system.  He realized that: 

o God independently chooses when to give and when to take away (1:20-22) 

o Both good and adversity are from God (2:9-10) 

o God can do all things and cannot be stopped (23:13-14; 42:1-2; cf. Psalm 33:11)   

• This is true, because God is immutable (i.e. unchanging), and so is His plan 

• Discuss: 

1. How is Job’s understanding of God different from that of his friends? 

2. What practical effect did it have?  What application is there for you? 

 

The Impact 

• The theory that God changes His mind when man decides to “clean up his act,” places 

God in a box and relegates Him to a position lower than man 

• Although Job’s friends were of this persuasion, Job speaks many of words which flatly 

contradict and refute their arguments (12:6; 21:7-9) and affirm his trust in the 

unconditional sovereignty of God (e.g. 9:5-12; 12:9-25; 19:21b; 31:23) 

• In contrast to Job’s trust, the finger pointing of his friends degenerated to the level of 

making up false allegations against Job (22:5-10) and arguing that Job’s children were 

murdered as a result of their sin against God (8:4).  So much for compassion! 

• Discuss: 

1. How important is it to properly understand God’s sovereignty? 

2. What is at stake? 


