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Where the Rubber Hits the Road 

Ezekiel 11:13 

 

I. Realize that, in the midst of the ordinary, you will sometimes experience the 

extraordinary 

A. CV
 Ezekiel 11:13  Now it happened as I prophesied, that Pelatiah son of Benaiah died. 

B. Ezekiel had a priestly background but was called to be a full-time prophet on 30
th
 

birthday (1:1) 

C. Written in the midst of the Babylonian captivity, Ezekiel condemned the Jews for their 

sin (chapters 1-24) 

D. This section (8-11) occurred about a year into his ministry 

E. Here we find Ezekiel at home doing his job (8:1, 11:4) 

F. Up to this point, no fulfillment yet…until now 

1. Pelatiah was in Jerusalem, and Ezekiel in Babylon (11:1) 

2. He was a civil leader of the people 

G. Sudden death like that of Ananias and Sapphira (Acts 5:1ff) 

1. This is a real death, and a vision (11:4) 

2. Commencement of the slaughter in 9:5-6 

H. APPLICATION: 

1. How do you live from day to day?   

2. How do you fare in the unexpected? 

3. The ordinary is training for the extraordinary 

 

II. Learn to see these happenings through the lens of Scripture 

A. CV
 Ezekiel 11:13  You are making a complete end of the remnant of Israel 

B. Those who remained in the city believed they were the ones spared from judgment and 

they were militarily secure.  Instead of Yahweh being their defender, He became their 

attacker, and His judgment was sure.  Pelatiah’s death served as a sign of God’s 

elimination of the remnant of Israel. 

C. Declaration of affirmation, not a question (Hebrew) 

D. Chapters 4-10 � reason for impending judgment & how God will judge Jerusalem � 

Summary in 11:12 � Idolatry 

1. Ezekiel interpreted this as the beginning of fulfillment 

2. God’s answer to his query in 9:8 
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E. Remnant = remainder of the nation, not all covenant people 

1. He knew the promises to Eve, Abraham, David, etc. 

2. Ezekiel knew Scripture � 1 Kings 8; Leviticus 26; Deuteronomy 4:22-31 

3. He knew remnant theology � Isaiah 10; Jeremiah 23, 30-31, 46; Ezekiel 5:10 

F. APPLICATION: Know the Word and take it at face value 

 

III. Make sure that your perspective is God-Centered 

A. CV
 Ezekiel 11:13  I…said, "Sovereign Lord!...You…" 

B. “Lord GOD” – literally Adonai Yahweh 

1. Depicts God’s sovereign rule over Israel and the nations 

2. “will know that I am the LORD” � 55x in Ezekiel (cf. 11:12) 

3. God is concerned about His name � 14x in Ezekiel 

C. APPLICATION: God works to chastise and cleanse His people 

1. 1 Peter 4:17 � Judgment begins with the house of God 

2. Chastisement sometimes precedes grace.  Take it seriously. 

3. We ought not be arrogant but walk in covenant faithfulness 

 

IV. Pour out your heart to the Lord in submissiveness and reverence 

A. CV
 Ezekiel 11:13  Then I fell on my face and cried out with a loud voice… Ah, Sovereign 

Lord! 

B. “Ah/alas” – Cry of desperation, defeat, or alarm 

1. Ezekiel felt the force of what God was about to do 

C. He fell down prostrate in humility and reverence 

1. Often a prayerful, submissive posture – Matthew 26:39 

D. Ezekiel cried out with a loud voice 

1. Sometimes depicts pain, travail, shock, earnestness, passion 

2. Ezekiel cried out due to general love for people 

E. APPLICATION: How will you respond?  

 

CONCLUSION: Recognize and revere the work of the Sovereign Lord in your midst. 


