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SOVEREIGNTY, SUFFERING, AND SYMPATHY 

IN THE BOOK OF JOB 

PRINCIPLES #5-6 

 

Principle #5: God’s Plan is Comprehensive and Eternal 

• Without the understanding that God’s plan is comprehensive and eternal, one is left with 

the myopic view that God’s plan depends upon his own daily actions.   

o Instead of having an eternal perspective that sees beyond the temporal to the 

eternal (cf. 2 Corinthians 4:16-18), he is left with a focus on “the here and now.”   

o The fact that God’s plan is comprehensive necessarily implies that it is also 

universal and all-inclusive (see Ephesians 1:11 and Proverbs 16:4).   

• Hope has been defined as “confident expectancy…not wishful thinking, but a firm 

assurance about things that are unseen and still in the future.” 
1
   

o When one constantly lives under the theological assumptions of Job’s friends, 

there can be no hope, because all reliance is placed upon one’s own ability to 

please God through self effort, which is futile.   

o To the contrary, the Bible teaches that, although we do not know what tomorrow 

brings (James 4:13-15), we can take comfort in God’s plan, because we know it 

results in God’s glory and our good (Romans 8:28).   

o This is why Job could confidently say, “Though He slay me, I will hope in Him” 

(13:15a).   

                                                
1 R.F. Youngblood, F.F. Bruce, R.K. Harrison, Nelson's New Illustrated Bible Dictionary (Nashville, TN.: Thomas 

Nelson Publishers, 1995). 
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o Unlike his friends, who could not see past their noses, Job had an eye toward 

redemption, his Mediator, and the consummation (19:25-29). 

• Discuss: 

1. How can an over emphasis on the here and now affect hope? 

2. How does a correct understanding of God’s sovereignty affect hope? 

 

Principle #6: God’s Plan is Directed Toward His Glory 

• Ultimately, everything God does is for His own glory (Isaiah 42:8, 43:7; 1 Corinthians 

10:31). 

o When God is viewed as One who simply reacts and responds to man, God’s 

freedom is denied in the name of man’s freedom. 

o Consequently, God loses glory, because His glory fully depends on the works of 

man instead of His independent actions. 

• Unfortunately, some of the disciples of Jesus were influenced by the same type of 

popular “cause and effect” theology as Job’s friends (John 9:2-3).   

o Jesus made it abundantly clear that the man’s blindness was not as result of his sin 

or anyone else’s; it was God’s gracious gift to him that God’s glory may been 

seen through him.   

o Job understood the same regarding his own suffering.  Immediately after his trials 

began, he “fell to the ground and worshipped” (1:20) recognizing and exulting in 

the Lord’s sovereignty, saying “The LORD gave and the LORD has taken away. 

Blessed be the name of the LORD” (v. 21).   
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• Through all of the suffering, while his friends were preoccupied with some imaginary sin 

of his, Job maintained an acute awareness of his human sinfulness, weakness, and 

mortality (e.g. 10:15).    

o This awareness served to direct his focus to his need for and trust in his mediator, 

the Messiah (9:32-35; 16:19) who had sovereignly determined all of the days and 

months of his life (14:5; cf. Psalm 139:16).    

o In quiet recognition of God grace, Job uttered, “You have granted me life and 

lovingkindness; And Your care has preserved my spirit” (10:12).   

o In contrast, his friend Elihu, in unwavering focus on man’s efforts, uttered, “For 

He pays a man according to his work, And makes him find it according to his 

way” (34:11).   

o As one would expect, these two diametrically opposed views provide vastly 

different motivations for personal holiness and obedience to God.  A God-

centered view furnished Job with resolve toward personal holiness for the right 

reasons (27:3-4; 28:23-28).    

• Discuss: 

1. What is the relationship between one’s theology of God’s sovereignty and his 

potential for glorifying God? 

2. How can you glorify God in times of trial and trouble? 

3. Do difficult times cause you to run to or from the Messiah?  Why? 

4. What is your motivation for personal holiness and obedience? 


