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SOVEREIGNTY, SUFFERING, AND SYMPATHY 

IN THE BOOK OF JOB 

SOVEREIGNTY CONFIRMED, YET CONCEALED 

 

The Sovereign Lord Speaks 

• After thirty five chapters of dialogue between Job and his friends, God spoke out of the 

whirlwind to Job (chapters 38-41).   

o Although “the LORD answered Job” for four chapters, He never gave any hint as 

to why Job suffered.   

o He did not offer any reasons to Job or his friends.  Instead, He only confirmed that 

He is sovereign, wise, and good.   

o Robert Reymond wrote, “And the some seventy to eighty questions 

God…addresses to Job in chapters 38-41 are staggering in their depth of 

penetration, and the number of spheres over which he claims to exercise his 

sovereignty is awesome (see Job 42:2).”1 

• Discuss: 

1. Why is it significant that God did not reveal why Job suffered?  How comfortable 

are you with not knowing why God allows suffering and tragedy in your life? 

2. What lessons do we learn from the epilogue? 

 

  

                                                
1 Robert L. Reymond, A New Systematic Theology of the Christian Faith (Nashville, TN.: Thomas Nelson, 

1998), 358. 
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The Lord’s Assessment of Job’s Friends 

• After speaking to Job, the Lord rebuked his three friends (42:7).   

o This verse marks the entirety of the record of God’s rebuke of Job’s friends. 

o Thus, it is critical to notice the reason the Lord’s gave for why His wrath was 

kindled against them: they had not spoken accurately about God as Job has.   

o The Septuagint
2
 says it this way: “…you sinned, and your two friends, because 

you did not speak that which is true before Me, as My servant Job did.”   

o The comforters were dead wrong about God, and their declaration of false 

doctrine was considered to be sin!   

• When we step back and examine what the friends actually said, we find that they had a 

lot of good and true things to say about God, but the specific errors they propounded 

proved to be quite harmful and worthy of rebuke by God Himself.   

o All of their misunderstandings about God were centered on His sovereignty.   

o They misdirected Job and offered bad counsel on the basis of their poor theology.   

o Although they initially intended to comfort him, they eventually proved that they 

were more interested in winning an argument than helping their friend.  Of 

course, this only served to frustrate their ailing friend.   

o Throughout the discourse, their counsel was less than stellar (13:4-5; 16:2; 19:2-3; 

26:2-3).  

• Discuss: 

1. How important is it to know and speak truth regarding God and the Bible? 

2. What lessons do we learn from the actions of Job’s friends? 

                                                
2 The Greek translation of the Old Testament dated more than two centuries before Christ. 
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The Lord’s Assessment of Job 

• Although God declared to Eliphaz that Job spoke the truth about Him (42:7), He also 

rebuked Job for speaking “words without knowledge” (38:2).   

o So, despite the fact that Job spoke accurately regarding God and His sovereignty, 

he spoke without knowledge.  What does this mean?   

o Job explained during his confession before God: “I have declared that which I did 

not understand, Things too wonderful for me, which I did not know” (42:3).   

• Perhaps Job’s proper understanding of God’s sovereignty was taken as a bitter pill (7:11; 

cf. Jonah 3:10-4:3, 11), because he did not see it in the light of God’s goodness (e.g. 

30:20-21).   

o When a person sincerely believes that God is wholly good and infinitely wise, he 

accepts by faith that everything God does is good, because God is good.  Then, 

instead of bitterly asking “why” as Job did (e.g. 7:20b), he embraces the trial in 

humble dependence on Christ.   

o In the midst of being beat over the head with the bad theology and compassionless 

accusations of his friends, Job’s frustration got the best of him, and bitterness 

gripped him.  This was the reason why God spent four chapters highlighting His 

goodness and wisdom as He rebuked Job.  

• Discuss: 

1. How can someone who has proper theology speak words without knowledge? 

2. What are the dangers of understanding God’s sovereignty but misunderstanding 

His goodness? 

3. What would be the Lord’s assessment of you? 


