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Your Call and Commission 

Ezekiel 2:8 – 3:11 

 

Introduction 

A. In our passage, God gives Ezekiel a very important message that he must convey with precision. 

B. You too have an important message.  Fearlessly and faithfully proclaim Christ’s words in Christ’s way. 

 

I. Listen to Christ’s words before speaking them (2:8-10) 

A. Christ is speaking (1:26-28); the scroll represents His words (cf. Psalm 40:7; Hebrews 10:7) 

B. The vision of the scroll is explained � eat the scroll = listen to my words (2:8) 

C. Listening is the opposite of being stubborn (2:8).  How good of a listener are you?   

D. Notice that Ezekiel’s message was one of judgment.  Why do we need to present both law and gospel? 

E. This is no easy task.  Those who teach others must first be taught themselves.   

 

II. Even more, these words must fill your heart (3:1-3, 10) 

A. Internalize God’s Word and let it permeate you completely (3:3, 10; cf. Habakkuk 2:14) 

B. It is a bittersweet experience 

1. Ezekiel believed it to be a good message (3:3; cf. Psalm 119:103; 19:9-10; Proverbs 24:13-14)  

2. The message was also bitter for Ezekiel (3:14; cf. Revelation 10:10) 

3. He found joy in God’s Word and became passionate about it (cf. Jeremiah 15:16-17; 20:8-9) 

C. Do you rush through your study of the Bible without meditating?  Do you get into the Word without the 

Word getting into you? 

 

III. Know your audience; be alert to their spiritual stubbornness (3:5-7) 

A. Ezekiel’s congregation, the exiles (3:11), were in bad shape 

B. They were literally hard-faced and strong-hearted (2:4), strong-headed and hard-hearted (3:7) 

C. Their rebellion was rooted in their unwillingness to listen to the Word of God. 

D. They were people who should listen but were not willing (cf. 12:2) 

E. Irony – Those people of a different language and culture would understand and listen to Ezekiel, but 

those of the same language and culture will not. 

F. Expect persecution (John 15:18-21) 

G. Don’t overestimate your family, friends, neighbors and co-workers.  Some are hard-hearted toward God. 

H. Your calling is to reach out to them.  Notice the passive voice in 3:5. 
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IV. Fear not, God will prepare and strengthen you for the task (3:8-9) 

A. The Lord gives us the power to do that which He calls us to do.   

1. In 2:2, the Spirit enters Ezekiel in order to empower him for the task. 

2. The Lord promised to give Ezekiel strength, resolve, and no reason to fear the people. 

B. Fear comes from lack of faith and lack of trust that God will do what He has promised to do 

1. How many times did Jesus tell His disciples to “fear not?” (Matthew 10:28; cf. Deuteronomy 31:8) 

2. Joshua – “Be strong and courageous” (4x) 

3. Allow the Lord to squash your fears 

 

V. Your duty is to speak the Word of Christ and leave the results to Him (3:4, 11) 

A. Do not add or subtract from His Word 

1. Commanded to speak “in My words” (3:4) 

2. No room for addition or revision (2:10) – Block writes, “…the scroll was full of writing, front and 

back, implying not only a well-defined but also a complete message.  Ezekiel may not modify it with 

his own comments, nor does God allow himself any room for adjustments.”
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3. How could he say “Thus says the Lord GOD” otherwise? 

4. Ezekiel was literally only able to speak the words of the Lord (Ezekiel 3:26-27) 

B. Speak the pure message, regardless of outcome (3:11, cf. 2:7) 

1. If they will not listen to God, they will not listen to you, as long as you say what God says (cf. 3:7) 

2. 2 Timothy 4:2 – Preach the Word in and out of season 

C. Success is not measured by results � Noah, Jeremiah, Jesus 

1. Greenhill – “When man hath done all he can, the efficacy and fruit is from God.  Ezekiel opened his 

mouth, but the Lord Christ caused him to eat the roll; he makes it effectual.”
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2. At the very least, they will know that a prophet has been among them and will be judged accordingly 

(2:5) 

D. The Word is a two-edged sword – it saves and it judges 

1. Remember the promise of restoration in chapter 36. 

2. Your calling is not to success but to faithfulness 

 

Conclusion 

A. Your message is weighty – You have a message from the King of the universe to proclaim.  It is a 

message of judgment and hope, law and gospel.  It is the message of God’s grace in Jesus Christ 

B. Your method is significant – You are called to listen to the Word before speaking it, and to fill your 

heart with it.  You are called to know your audience and speak without fear.  Proclaim the Word of God 

without adding to or subtracting from it, regardless of the outcome 

C. So, your message is weighty and your method is significant.  Therefore fearlessly and faithfully 

proclaim Christ’s words in Christ’s way. 
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