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Ephesians 1:1-5: The Riches of His Grace 
Logos Bible Fellowship, 6/28/2012 

 

 

 

I. General Notes on Ephesians  

A. Written by Paul A.D. 60-62 

B. Due to the impersonal character of the book and the fact that the words “at Ephesus” 

(1:1) were not included on the earliest manuscript, it is possible that this letter may have 

been written to be a circular letter intended for several Asian churches. 

C. The major thrust of the letter is to speak of the great riches in Christ and His grace. 

D. The book is a combo of Christian doctrine, duty, faith, and life. 

E. Major concepts of the book include: “in Christ”, “grace”, and “peace” 

F. Ephesians was Calvin’s favorite letter 

 

 

II. Overview of Ephesians 1:1-14 

A. Ephesians 1:1-12 constitutes one sentence in the original Greek 

B. The passage is an outburst of praise (eulogy, doxology) – We were elected (v.6), saved 

(v.12), and sealed (v.14) “to the praise of His glory” 

C. The passage is strongly Trinitarian (i.e. the Father elects, the Son redeems, and the Holy 

Spirit seals the believer) – Jesus is mentioned by title 15 times and the phrase “in Christ” 

or “in Him” occurs 11 times. 
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III. A Living Example of Election (vv. 1-2) 

A. The primary concept of election can be found in the words “by the will of God” (v.1; cf. 

vv.5, 9, 11) – It must be understood that predestination and election are the prerogative of 

God  

B. God elects people with purpose in mind.  He elected Paul to be an apostle (v.1; 3:7) 

1. See Saul’s conversion account in Acts 9:1-18, especially v.15, “But the Lord said to 

him, "Go, for he is a chosen instrument of Mine, to bear My name before the Gentiles 

and kings and the sons of Israel.” 

2. See also Saul’s conversion account in Acts 26:12-18, especially v.16, “'But get up 

and stand on your feet; for this purpose I have appeared to you, to appoint you a 

minister and a witness not only to the things which you have seen, but also to the 

things in which I will appear to you;”  

3. But when God, who had set me apart even from my mother's womb and called me 

through His grace, was pleased to reveal His Son in me so that I might preach Him 

among the Gentiles, I did not immediately consult with flesh and blood, (Galatians 

1:15-16; cf. Ephesians 3:7-8) 

C. Note that the Epistle is written to faithful believers in Jesus Christ (i.e. the elect, who 

receive grace and peace from God. 

D. Application: 

1. Do you live with a sense of purpose for the kingdom of God? 

2. Are you experiencing the grace and peace of God in your daily walk with God? 


