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Ephesians 1:5-14: The Riches of His Grace (cont.) 
Logos Bible Fellowship, 8/2/2012 

 

 

I. The Present Blessings of Election (vv. 5-10) 

A. God destined the elect to be his sons and daughters through adoption (v.5) 

B. The actualization of salvation is by “the riches of His grace which He lavished on us” (vv.6-8) 

1. Verse 6 literally reads, “we have been graced with His grace” 

C. The ultimate purpose of election is the praise and glory of God (v.6) 

1. “God chose and preordained the Body before the foundation of the world in order that no 

human being could boast or take glory for himself, but that all the glory might be His.”
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D. Redemption and forgiveness are only through Christ (vv.8-10) 

E. Application: 

1. Do you give God all praise and glory for your election and salvation?  Do you thank Him 

for the privilege of being a son/daughter? 

2. Are you telling others “the mystery of His will” (v.9) and looking forward to “the fullness of 

the times” (v.10)? 

3. “But we need to see time in the light of eternity, and our present privileges and obligations 

in the light of our past election and future perfection. Then, if we shared the apostle’s 

perspective, we would also share his praise. For doctrine leads to doxology as well as to 

duty. Life would become worship, and we would bless God constantly for having blessed us 

so richly in Christ.”
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II. The Future Blessings of Election (vv. 11-14) 

A. Verse 11 has two possible meanings which are both grammatically and theologically feasible. 

1. In Him we have obtained an inheritance – MacArthur takes this position based on the fact 

that Paul is emphasizing the blessings received by the believer. 

2. In Him we were made an inheritance – Stott takes this position based on OT background 

and v.14. 

B. Inheritance is future but we “have obtained” it (past tense). 

C. God works all things together according to the counsel of His will (v.11) 

D. God has predestined the elect to be to the praise of His glory (v.12) 

E. Believers are sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise (v.13) 

1. A seal is a mark of security, authenticity, ownership, and authority 

F. The Spirit is given as a pledge of God’s possession and our inheritance (v.14) 

1. A pledge is a down payment, earnest, or deposit (see Philippians 1:6) 

2. The view here is “to the redemption of God’s own possession” 

3. This implies that the elect cannot lose their salvation 

G. Application: 

1. This section is filled with references to the will, good pleasure, and purpose of God.  Do 

you trust in and set your hope according to His will? 

2. How does God’s will for the elect motivate you to evangelism (vv.11-13)? 

3. The glory of God is mentioned three times in this passage (vv.6, 12, 14).  How can we live 

for God’s glory each day?  Let’s pray for each other in this regard. 


