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Ephesians 1:15-16: Praises that Please the Father 
Logos Bible Fellowship, 8/30/2012 

 

 

I. Paul’s Praises (vv.15-16) 

Paul gave ceaseless thanks for his fellow saints and remembered them in his prayers.  He gave 

two reasons in this passage why he praised God for them: their faith in the Lord Jesus and their 

love for the saints. 

 

A. Praise for their faith in the Lord Jesus 

1. This is the outward fulfillment of the Great Commandment (Deuteronomy 6:4-9) 

2. Faith is the doorway to loving God (Hebrews 11:6; Romans 14:23) 

3. Faith is a gift from God (Ephesians 2:8-9; Philippians 1:29; 2 Peter 1:1) 

4. “The Bible portrays faith and repentance as God’s gifts to his elect in order to 

emphasize that although [the elect person] is the author of these actions, God is the 

ultimate cause. [The elect person] willed to believe, but only after and because God 

provided him with the power. Thus, [his] repentance from sin and his faith in Christ 

are portrayed as gifts because they flow from God’s sovereign grace.”
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5. Notice that saving faith here includes Lordship. 
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B. Praise for their love for the saints 

1. This is the second greatest commandment (Matthew 22:37-40) 

2. “…true spiritual love is defined as an attitude of selfless sacrifice that results in 

generous acts of kindness done to others. It is far more than a feeling, an attraction 

or emotion.”
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3. We are to follow the Lord’s example of love (John 13:34) 

4. Spiritual gifts are meaningless without love (1 Corinthians 13:1-3) 

5. Love for the brethren evidences regeneration (1 John 2:9-11, 4:19-21) 

6. “Sometimes we hear Christians say, ‘I love him in the Lord,” which seems to imply 

that they have no personal affection for nor commitment to the needs to the 

individual…that is not genuine love. To truly love a person in the Lord is to love him 

as the Lord loves him – genuinely and sacrificially.”
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C. Application: 

1. How concerned are we about the two greatest commandments? 

2. How can we encourage each other to walk in faith and love? 

3. How can we apply 1 John 3:18 in our daily lives? 

4. How can we keep our faith and love in balance? 

5. What application can we draw from verse 16? 
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