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Ephesians 1:17-23: Praises that Please the Father 
Logos Bible Fellowship, 9/13/2012 

 

 

II. Paul’s Petitions (vv.17-23) 

In praying for these believers, Paul asked God to give them revelation and wisdom in three areas 

of the knowledge of God (v. 17): the greatness of God’s plan (v. 18), the greatness of God’s 

power (vv. 19-20), and the greatness of God’s Person (vv. 21-23).  See also 4:11-16. 

A. Understanding the greatness of God’s plan (v.18) 

1. The heart is the center of knowledge, understanding, thinking, and will.  Emotions 

and feelings are associated with the intestines (bowels). 

2. The hope of His calling – refers back to vv.4-6.  See also 2:12 and 4:1-4 

3. The riches of the glory of His inheritance – refers back to vv.7-14.  See also 2:7, 3:8, 

3:16, 5:5 

4. “Until we comprehend who we truly are in Jesus Christ, it is impossible to live an 

obedient and fulfilling life. Only when we know who we really are can we live like 

who we are.”
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B. Understanding the greatness of God’s power (vv.19-20) 

1. Paul used four synonyms to emphasize the greatness of God’s power: power, 

working, strength, and might.  See also 1:21, 3:7, 3:16, 3:20, 6:10 

2. “The surpassing greatness of God’s power is given to every believer, not just to those 

who believe and then have a mystical experience, second blessing, or some other 

supposed additional work of grace. When we are saved we receive all of God’s grace 

and all of His power, and that assures us of the realization of our eternal hope…Paul 
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did not pray for power to be given to believers…He prayed first of all that they be 

given a divine awareness of the power they possessed in Christ…To ask God for more 

power is an affront to His gracious love which already has provided us everything.”
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3. God’s power and might working in believers is the same as that which energized 

Christ’s resurrection, ascension, and enthronement 

4. Christ’s power applied to believers cannot be thwarted (cf. Romans 8:28ff). 

C. Understanding the greatness of God’s person (vv.21-23) 

1. Christ is superior to all and Lord over all (v.21) 

2. Notice that Christ has supremacy in this age, not just the age to come 

3. Christ is head over all things to the church (v.22). 

a. “As a head must have a body to manifest the glory of that head, so the Lord must 

have the church to manifest His glory”
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b. See also 4:11-16 and 5:23. 

4. Christ fills the church with His fullness (v.23).  See also 3:19, 4:13. 

D. Application: 

1. How is v.17 a model of reverent prayer to God? 

2. How can an understanding of God’s power give us assurance when we are tempted to 

doubt? 

3. How can we be less selfish in our prayers? 

4. How will remembering other believers in prayer help us? 

5. Why should we desire for believers to be aware of God’s power in them? 
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