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I. Light Shines (vv. 7-10) 

A. “do not be partakers” (v. 7) – The word “partakers” only used here and in 3:6.  Note the contrast. 

B. “darkness…Light” (v. 8) – See also John 3:19-20; Acts 26:18; Romans 13:12; 2 Corinthians 4:6, 

6:14; 1 Thessalonians 5:5; 1 Peter 2:9 

C. “walk as children…” (v. 8) – Compare to 2:2-3; See also 2:10, 4:1, 4:17, 5:2, 5:15 

D. “righteousness…truth” (v. 9) – Only occur together in NT here and in 4:24, 6:14, and 2 Cor. 6:7.   

1. See Psalm 52:3 for the relationship of goodness and truth  

2. Goodness is a fruit of the Spirit (Galatians 5:22; cf. 2 Thessalonians 1:11-12) 

E. “trying to learn” (v. 10) – This should always be our attitude.  Requires discernment (cf. 4:23) 

1. How does our learning (v. 10) relate to our goodness, righteousness, and truth (v. 9)?   

2. How does verse 10 signify the need for discipleship? 

 

II. Light Exposes (vv. 11-13) 

A. “do not participate…expose them” (v. 11) – Expose = reprove (cf. 1 Timothy 5:20; 2 Timothy 

4:2; Titus 1:9, 13, 2:15) 

1. Verse 11 calls believers to have no participation in the ungodly activities of the world.  How 

can we live in the world as light without participating in their affairs?   

2. What are some of the subtle ways in which Christians are unwittingly attracted to worldly 

things in our culture?  How can we expose them? 

B. According to verse 12, believers should not even speak of certain sins.  How can mere discussion 

of such things be morally and spiritually corrupting to the believer? 

 

III. Light Transforms (v. 14) 

A. “awake, sleeper, arise from the dead” (v. 14) – Could be an invitation to salvation (cf. 2:1, 5) 

B. “Christ will shine on you” – See John 1:9; 3:19-21; 1 John 2:8-11 

C. Why would Paul issue an invitation to salvation here?  How can it be applied by a professing 

believer? 


