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The Will of God and Worship 

LBF, 9/05/2013 

 

I. The Concept of Worship 

A. What is worship?  What does it have to do with the presence of God? 

B. Does God have a will regarding worship?  How can we know how to worship?  How much 

direction does God give?  Why are these questions important to ask? 

 

II. The Governing Principle 

A. The ________________ Principle of Worship (RPW) – Lawful worship consists of only that 

which God positively prescribes in Scripture.  All other modes of worship must be rejected. 

1. This principle is contrary to the so-called Normative Principle, which states that anything that 

is not forbidden in Scripture is allowed in worship 

2. Unlike the RPW, the Normative Principle has no basis in Scripture 

B. Scriptural basis for the RPW  

1. Do not _________ or ________________ from God’s commands (Deuteronomy 12:32) 

2. Do not turn to the _________ or to the _____________ (Deuteronomy 5:29-6:1; 28:13-14) 

3. Man-made additions to worship are explicitly ____________ (Matthew 15:9; Colossians 2:23) 

4. The _______________ Commandment – “In the First Commandment [Exodus 20:3], after He 

had taught who was the true God, He commanded that He alone should be worshipped; and 

now [in the Second Commandment – Exodus 20:4-6] He defines what is His LEGITIMATE 

WORSHIP … it would not be sufficient for us to be instructed to worship Him alone, unless we 

also knew the manner in which He would be worshipped.”
1
 

5. An illustrative example (Leviticus 9:5-10; 10:1-11) 

C. What is problematic about the Normative Principle?  What ought we to do about human 

innovations not commanded by God?  How is the RPW exemplified in John 4:24? 

                                                
1 John Calvin, Commentaries on the Four Last Books of Moses Arranged in the Form of a Harmony, tr. Charles 

William Bingham (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1950), 2:106-107. 
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III. What is Regulated in Worship 

A. Distinction between the __________ and the _____________________ of worship (see WCF 1.6) 

B. The ________________ of worship – Biblically prescribed components/content of worship.  

Elements fall under the RPW and are individually regulated.  Elements include: 

1. _______________________ (2 Timothy 4:1-2) 

2. _______________________ (1 Timothy 2:1) 

3. _______________________ (1 Timothy 4:13) 

4. _______________________ (Matthew 28:19) 

5. _______________________ (1 Corinthians 11:26) 

6. _______________________ (Colossians 3:16) 

C. The __________________ of worship – Forms of organization (e.g., time of church service, 

temperature in the room).  Circumstances do not fall under the RPW. 

1. Everything must be done in an ________________ manner (1 Corinthians 14:40) 

2. For these, we rely on general _______________ and ________________ to the time and 

culture 

D. What does Scripture say about the content of preaching, prayer, and singing? 

E. How important is it to not add or subtract from Scripturally-regulated worship (i.e., the elements 

of worship given in the Bible)?  How much priority should we place on biblical worship? 


