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I. Children are to obey their parents (v. 1) 

A. The manner of obedience – “in the Lord” 

1. Children must be taught that God has placed parents in a position of authority over them 

2. If wives do not model obedience (1 Peter 3:6), they will lead their children into disobedience 

3. Children are to be obedient “in all things.” (Colossians 3:20, cf. Ephesians 5:24 for wives) 

4. Obedience ought to be immediate and without question (cf. Matthew 8:27; Mark 1:27) 

5. The child in the home is to be willingly under the authority of parents with obedient submission to 

them as the agents of the Lord placed over him, obeying parents as if obeying the Lord Himself. 

The reasoning here is simply that such is the way God has designed and required it (“right”).
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B. The reason for obedience – “for this is right.” 

1. They are to obey, not because they understand the reasoning, but because it is right to obey 

2. Obedience of children “is well-pleasing to the Lord.” (Colossians 3:20, cf. 5:8-10; Romans 12:1-

2, 14:17-18; 2 Corinthians 5:9; Titus 2:9) 

3. Abraham’s obedience was predicated on trust without understanding (Hebrews 11:8) 

4. If parents do not teach their children to obey them, they cannot properly teach them to obey God, 

and thereby place them in spiritual jeopardy (Hebrews 5:9) 

 

II. Children are to honor their parents (vv. 2-3) 

A. Verse 1 speaks of action (obedience) and verses 2 and 3 speak of attitude/motive (honor) 

B. Honoring father and mother is one of the Ten Commandments (cf. Exodus 20:12).  In fact, it is the 

only one directly pertaining to the family. 

C. The associated promise – well-being and long life (v. 3; cf. Deuteronomy 5:16) 

 

III. Application: 

A. Why is it important to diligently teach children how to properly live under authority?  How can we 

model this for them? 

B. How can we aim at the attitudes of children and shepherd their hearts? 

C. What can we learn about the repercussions of disobedience from 2 Thessalonians 1:8, 3:14? 

D. For how much disobedience should parents make allowance?  Should parents count to three before 

expecting their children to obey? 
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