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*Understand the New Testament use of: 

*Three Greek names for Hell (i.e., Gehenna, 

Tartaro, and Hades) – Part 1 of study

*Three descriptive images for Hell (i.e., 

weeping and gnashing of teeth, fire, 

punishment) – Part 2 of study





ge,ennage,ennage,ennage,enna Gehenna

(12x in NT)



Gehenna

*Matthew 5:22 "But I say to you that 
everyone who is angry with his brother 
shall be guilty before the court; and 
whoever says to his brother, 'You good-for-
nothing,' shall be guilty before the 
supreme court; and whoever says, 'You 
fool,' shall be guilty enough to go into the 
fiery hell. 

*A reference to the lake of fire, due to the 
idea of guilt, which implies judgment



Gehenna

*Matthew 5:29 "If your right eye makes you 
stumble, tear it out and throw it from you; for 
it is better for you to lose one of the parts of 
your body, than for your whole body to be 
thrown into hell. 30 "If your right hand makes 
you stumble, cut it off and throw it from you; 
for it is better for you to lose one of the parts 
of your body, than for your whole body to go 
into hell. (cf. Mark 9:43-47)

*A reference to the lake of fire, since body is 
mentioned



Gehenna

*Matthew 18:9 "If your eye causes you to 
stumble, pluck it out and throw it from you. It 
is better for you to enter life with one eye, 
than to have two eyes and be cast into the fiery 
hell. 

*Contrast here between heaven and hell.  This is 
a reference to the physical resurrection to 
either life or the lake of fire (cf. 5:29-30).  The 
fact that one would enter into hell with an eye, 
which is a physical part of the body, implies 
that He is talking about the lake of fire.



Gehenna

*Matthew 10:28 "Do not fear those who 

kill the body but are unable to kill the 

soul; but rather fear Him who is able to 

destroy both soul and body in hell. (cf. 

Luke 12:5)

*Indicates lake of fire since both soul 

and body are involved



Gehenna

*Matthew 23:33 "You serpents, you brood 
of vipers, how will you escape the 
sentence of hell? 

*A reference to the lake of fire, since (1) it 
is a sentence; (2) the general structure is 
parallel to:

*Matthew 3:7 But when he saw many of the 
Pharisees and Sadducees coming for 
baptism, he said to them, "You brood of 
vipers, who warned you to flee from the 
wrath to come?”



Gehenna

Conclusion: Gehenna is always 

used to refer to the lake of fire 

(i.e., the final hell)



tartaro,wtartaro,wtartaro,wtartaro,w Tartaro

(1x in NT)



Tartaro

*2 Peter 2:4 For if God did not spare angels 

when they sinned, but cast them into hell and 

committed them to pits of darkness, reserved 

for judgment; 

*Here we have a picture of a “hell” that is 

clearly not the lake of fire

*Conclusion: Tartaro is either (at most) a 

reference to the temporary hell or (at least) a 

figurate expression for impending judgment



a[|a[|a[|a[|dhjdhjdhjdhj Hades

(10x in NT)



Hades

*Matthew 11:23 "And you, Capernaum, will 

not be exalted to heaven, will you? You will 

descend to Hades; for if the miracles had 

occurred in Sodom which occurred in you, it 

would have remained to this day. (cf. Luke 
10:15)

*Clear contrast between heaven and hell.  Not 

enough information to conclude further.



Hades

*Matthew 16:18 "I also say to you that you are 

Peter, and upon this rock I will build My 

church; and the gates of Hades will not 

overpower it. 

*The gates of Hades is the subject of an active 

verb.  This same verb is used in Luke 23:23
and is translated “prevail.”  This, along with 

the fact that it is contrasted with the Church, 

suggests that Hades is a current place.



Hades

*Luke 16:23 "In Hades he lifted up his 

eyes, being in torment, and saw 

Abraham far away and Lazarus in his 

bosom. 

*Hades is here depicted as a place of 

torment for unbelievers to go prior to 

the judgment (cf. vv.27-31).



Hades

*Acts 2:27 BECAUSE YOU WILL NOT 

ABANDON MY SOUL TO HADES, NOR ALLOW 

YOUR HOLY ONE TO UNDERGO DECAY. 31 he 

looked ahead and spoke of the resurrection 

of the Christ, that HE WAS NEITHER 

ABANDONED TO HADES, NOR DID His flesh 

SUFFER DECAY.

*Hades is a place where the soul goes after 

death while the flesh decays in the ground. 



Hades

*Revelation 1:18 and the living One; 

and I was dead, and behold, I am alive 

forevermore, and I have the keys of 

death and of Hades. (cf. Revelation 
6:8)

*Hades is connected with death, but no 

more detail is given.



Hades

*Revelation 20:13 And the sea gave up the dead 
which were in it, and death and Hades gave up the 
dead which were in them; and they were judged, 
every one of them according to their deeds. 14 Then 
death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. 
This is the second death, the lake of fire.

*Hades is an abode of dead souls (as opposed to 
being the ground/earth which holds dead bodies). 
Its specific purpose is to be a temporary abode of 
unbelieving souls.  Those souls will be emptied out 
and thrown into the lake of fire.



Hades

Conclusion: Hades is always 

used to refer to the temporary 

hell where souls suffer during 

the intermediate state as they 

await final judgment.


