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Genesis: The Book of Beginnings 
LBF, 01/29/2014 

 

 

I. General Information 

A. Author – Moses (designated by both the OT and the NT) 

B. Date – 1445-1405 BC 

C. Outline 

1. Creation (1-2) 

2. Fall and promise (3) 

3. Cain, Abel and Seth (4-5) 

4. Flood (6-8) 

5. Noah and his sons (9-10) 

6. Tower of Babel (11) 

7. Abraham (12-25) 

8. Isaac and Jacob (25-36) 

9. Joseph (37-50) 

 

II. Key Teachings 

A. Creation – The beginning of the world (i.e., displays God as Creator) 

1. Two accounts (chapter 1 and chapter 2).   

a. Like the other 48 chapters of Genesis, these accounts were written as narrative history, not 

poetry or allegory.  The vocabulary is made up of plain, simple, ordinary, and clear language. 

b. These two accounts do not contradict each other but represent a broad vs. narrow view of 

creation (i.e., recapitulation).  The second account is simply a close-up view of the first one, an 

extended commentary on the sixth day of creation.  They are different but complementary. 

2. Incompatibility with Evolution 

a. God created ex nihilo (out of nothing).  God created Adam from the dust of the ground (2:7) and 

Eve from a rib of Adam (2:21-22). 

b. Everything created in six 24-hour days � Hebrew word yom used with “evening,” “morning,” 

and ordinal numbers (i.e., first, second, etc.) 

c. Christ and the apostles referred to Adam as a real person 

d. Evolution conflicts with the Bible, because it requires there to be death before sin the fall, it 

removes Adam as a special creation and representative head of the human race, and it destroys 

the doctrines of original righteousness (Adam) and original sin (descendants of Adam). 

3. Why are the first two chapters of Genesis important?  What’s at stake?  How do they contribute to 

your faith in, love toward, and appreciation of God? 
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B. Redemptive History – The beginning of the history of redemption (i.e., displays God as Redeemer) 

C. Presuppositional Apologetics – Genesis offers no argument for God’s existence but begins with the 

presupposition that God exists (“In the beginning God…”) 

D. The Trinity (1:1, 26; compare to 1:2, Psalm 33:6, John 1:3, and Colossians 1:16) 

E. Covenant – A religious relationship that God establishes with man through a representative including 

promises, commands, rewards, and punishments. 

1. The Adamic Covenant – A universal covenant with all mankind in Adam. In this covenant, God 

commanded work (2:15), marriage (2:24), reproduction (1:28), dominion (1:28), and Sabbath 

observance (2:3; cf. Exodus 20:8, 11).  See also Hosea 6:7.  

2. The Noahic Covenant – A second universal covenant.  In it, God renewed and extended his covenant 

with Adam by repeating many of the same commands (9:1ff). 

3. The Abrahamic Covenant – The first covenant of promise.  In it, God entered into a special covenant 

relationship with Abraham and his seed (Genesis 17). 

F. Other teachings include revelation, Satan, angels, mankind, the fall, the formation of Israel, etc. 

G. In what ways does Genesis provide a foundation for the church today?  In what ways is our New 

Covenant experience different from the saints in Genesis? 

 

III. Christ in Genesis 

A. The “proto-evangel” (i.e., first gospel) is found in 3:15.  Shortly after the fall and prior to the curse, God 

promises the “Seed” (Christ, the Messiah) who would crush the head of the serpent.  The promise is 

three-fold: 

1. Promise of final victory (Romans 16:20) 

2. Promise of atonement in Christ (“He will crush your head”) 

3. Promise of conversion (“I will put enmity between…”) � “In sovereign grace God converts the 

depraved woman’s affections for Satan to righteous desire for himself.”
1
 

B. The “Seed” of Abraham (12:7; 17:7-8; 22:18; cf. Galatians 3:16) 

C. The King from Judah (49:10; cf. Revelation 5:5) 

D. The ladder between heaven and earth (28:12; cf. John 1:51) 

E. The Great High Priest (14:18; Hebrews 5:9-10) 

F. In what ways can our love for Christ grow as a result of a study of Genesis? 

                                                
1 Bruce K. Waltke, Genesis: A Commentary (Grand Rapids, MI.: Zondervan, 2001), 93. 


