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God’s Sovereignty in the Pentateuch 
The Life of Joseph (Genesis 37-50) 

 

 

Memory Verse: Genesis 50:20 

As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good in order to 

bring about this present result, to preserve many people alive. 

 
 

 

I. God’s Revelation of His Sovereign Plan (37:1-11) 

A. Joseph’s father’s choice of him (37:1-3) 

1. We cannot discern from the text whether Jacob knew God’s plan or simply showed 

favoritism.  Jacob’s father, Isaac, proved that he did not know God’s plan when he 

showed favoritism to Esau over Jacob (cf. Genesis 25:28). 

2. The sovereign plan of God is largely unknown to man (cf. Deut. 29:29; Acts 1:6-7). 

B. Joseph’s brothers’ hatred toward him (37:4-5) 

1. The brothers could never foil God’s plan (cf. Psalm 33:10-11) 

2. Even the brothers’ hatred was part of God’s plan (cf. Proverbs 16:4) 

C. Joseph’s heavenly Father’s choice of him (37:6-11) 

1. Joseph prophesies that his family will bow down to him (37:7, 9, 10). 

2. The sovereign plan of God is unconditional and certain (cf. Job 42:2, Isaiah 14:24) 

D. Discussion Questions: 

1. Jacob did not know that his son would be ruler according to God’s sovereign plan.  

What does Acts 2:23-36 say about God’s sovereign plan concerning His own Son? 

2. Read the story of God’s election of Jacob over Esau in Genesis 25:21-26 and Romans 

9:10-16.  How much control does man have over the sovereign plan of God? 

 

II. God’s Providential Work of Preparation (37:12-40:23) 

A. Joseph’s brother’s sell him (37:12-36) 

1. God prevents human actions through His providence.  In this passage, He prevented 

Joseph’s brothers from putting him to death (vv.18-22). 

2. God allows human actions through His providence (cf. Psalm 81:12). 

B. Joseph’s success in Egypt (39:1-18) 
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C. Joseph’s prison sentence (39:19-40:23) 

1. Notice how many people had to be directed by God even up to this point. 

2. God directs people through providence (cf. Proverbs 16:1, 9, 33). 

D. Discussion Questions: 

1. How did God direct the Egyptians’ hearts for His purposes (Exodus 12:36)? 

2. How does Acts 3:17-18 show that God uses human actions to fulfill His plan? 

3. How have you seen God’s providential work in your life?  How has it deepened your 

trust in God and confidence in the future? 

 

III. God’s Fulfillment of His Sovereign Plan (41:1-50:26) 

A. Joseph’s rise to power (41:1-57) 

1. The sovereign plan of God is all-inclusive, comprehensive, and universal (cf. 

Ephesians 1:11). 

2. God’s providence, working in conjunction with His sovereignty, determines history 

(cf. Daniel 4:35; Psalm 127:1-2) 

B. Joseph’s interaction with his family (42:1-50:26) 

1. The fulfillment of Joseph’s prophecy is found in 41:43, 42:6, 43:26, 43:28. 

2. Joseph related everything to the sovereign plan of God for his life (45:5-8; 50:20). 

3. The Hebrew behind the English “meant” in 50:20 can also be rendered “planned”. 

4. The sovereign plan of God results in good for believers (cf. Romans 8:28). 

C. Discussion Questions: 

1. How many people did God use in order to fulfill His plan for Joseph?  In what ways 

did He use them?  How did He perfectly work out the timings?  How does this help 

you to appreciate God’s attention to detail in your life? 

2. How did Paul view his troubles in light of God’s plan (2 Corinthians 4:16-18)?  How 

can you better trust God in your circumstances of life? 

3. What can we learn about the sovereignty and providence of God from the following 

passages in the other four books of the Pentateuch: the hardening of Pharaoh’s heart 

(Exodus 7-14), the urim and thummim and priestly ordination (Leviticus 8-10), the 

account of Balaam (Numbers 22-24), and the salvation and promises of God 

(Deuteronomy 33)? 


