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Leviticus1 

Worship and Holiness 

 

I. Laws about Sacrifices (1-7) 

A. God required sacrifices from the people to “atone” for sin (1:3-4).  In reality, these sacrifices 

foreshadowed the only sacrifice which was able to truly atone for sin (Hebrews 10:1-18). 

B. It was required that the burnt offering be without defect (1:3).  What is the significance of this 

requirement, and how does it point to Christ? 

C. What were the benefits and drawbacks of the sacrificial system?  What makes you glad that you do not 

need it today?  What are some current ways in which God reminds us of our sins? 

 

II. Laws about Priestly Ordination (8-10) 

A. The priests and the people were to experience the glory of God (9:6, 23); Christ encapsulates the glory 

of God (John 1:14; 17:5) 

B. The priests were pictures of Jesus, who is our Great High Priest (Hebrews 4:14; 10:21) 

C. See next week’s study for a deeper dive into 10:1-11 

D. What is the significance of Christ as our high priest?  What does it mean that the church is a royal and 

holy priesthood (1 Peter 2:5, 9)?  

 

III. Laws about Purity and Impurity (11-15) 

A. The people were to be consecrated and holy (11:44-45; cf. 1 Peter 1:15-16).  Why? 

B. Christ is called the “Holy One” (Psalm 16:10; Acts 2:27; Luke 4:34; John 6:69).  Why?  How is this 

significant for us? 

C. Leviticus uses the words “clean,” “unclean,”
2
 “holy,”

3
 and “profane” to indicate ritual states (10:10; 

15:27).  True cleansing and holiness comes only through the blood of Christ (Hebrews 9:14, 22; 1 John 

1:7). 

D. What is different about the way Leviticus uses these words from the way we use them in our culture?   

E. What is the relationship between ritual purity and moral purity?  Is ritual purity important today? 

 

                                                
1 Leviticus means “matters of the Levites.”  Moses wrote it between 1455 and 1405 BC.  It contains 56 references to God 

speaking directly to Moses and deals with God’s regulations for worship and holiness. 
2 Defiled, contaminated, and in need of purification 
3 Set apart for the service and worship of God 
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IV. Day of Atonement (16) 

A. Access to God was extremely limited (16:12-15); now, through Christ, all believers have open access to 

God (Matthew 27:50-51; Ephesians 2:18; 3:12; Hebrews 4:16; 10:20-22) 

B. Both the scapegoat (16:20-22) and the sin offering (16:27) pictured Christ (Matthew 27:46; Isaiah 

53:11-12; Hebrews 13:11-12) 

C. How does it make you feel to know that you have direct access to God through Christ?  What impact 

does 1 Timothy 2:5 have on your relationship with God? 

 

V. Laws about Physical and Moral Holiness (17-27) 

A. The entire holiness code in chapters 17-27 deal with sanctification and how a person lives within the 

covenant community.  Some of the specific details and applications no longer apply today (19:19; 21:5).  

It is helpful to consider the three-fold division of the Law: 

1. The Moral Law (10 Commandments) is eternal and perpetually binding, because it reflects the 

character of God 

2. The Civil Law is that part of the Mosaic Law that consisted of the judicial application of the Moral 

Law for the civic, political wellbeing of the nation of Israel.  These laws were specific to the people 

and time and therefore expired with the collapse nation.  However, the general equity of them (i.e., 

underlying principles) has application in any society and at any time. 

3. The Ceremonial Law is that part of the Mosaic Law which consisted of the religious application of 

the Moral Law via typical ordinances for worship which pointed to Christ.  Since Christ has come 

and has fulfilled all of the types and shadows, these particular laws have been abrogated in the New 

Covenant era. 

B. Atonement requires the shedding of blood (17:11; cf. Hebrews 9:22); Christ’s shed His blood to atone 

for sinners (Hebrews 9:12-14; Romans 5:9) 

C. The freedom of the Jubilee (25:10) pictured the freedom wrought in Christ (Luke 4:17-21) 

D. The ultimate Jubilee is heaven.  How does Leviticus help you to look forward to heaven? 


