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God’s Holiness in the Pentateuch 
The Strange Fire of Nadab and Abihu (Leviticus 10:1-11) 

 

 

Memory Verse: Leviticus 10:3 

Then Moses said to Aaron, “It is what the LORD spoke, saying, ‘By those who 

come near Me I will be treated as holy, And before all the people I will be 

honored.’” So Aaron, therefore, kept silent. 

 
 

 

I. Ministry that Foolishly Disregards God’s Holiness  (vv. 1-2) 

A. The censer (i.e., firepan) was to be used for holy purposes. 

B. “strange fire” – Their offering of what is translated as “strange,” “profane,” or 

“unauthorized” immediately followed God’s glorious and powerful consuming fire, 

which resulted in people falling to their faces in awestruck fear and reverence (9:23-24). 

C. “which He had not commanded them” – The exact infraction is unknown but they, in 

some way, did not minister in the manner prescribed by God. 

D. “fire came out…and consumed them” – Their just punishment for disobeying God by not 

ministering exactly as He had instructed them. 

E. Discussion Questions: 

1. What attitudes did Nadab and Abihu display? 

2. How does God’s punishment of these priests compare to the punishment of Ananias 

and Sapphira (Acts 5:1-11)? 

3. What can ministers in the 21
st
 century learn from this account about the danger of 

using man-made methods and techniques?  How can you and I apply these verses? 

 

II. God’s Ministry Standards (v. 3) 

A. “By those who come near Me I will be treated as holy ” – The holiness of God must 

always be central (cf. Leviticus 21:6; Isaiah 8:13). 

B. “And before all the people I will be honored ” – Ministers are to lead all men to ascribe to 

God the glory and honor due to Him (cf. 1 Chronicles 16:27-31; Psalm 29:1-2). 

C. The Ministry of God is very serious and ministers must be consecrated to the Lord (cf. 

Exodus 19:22, 29:44). 
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D. “So Aaron, therefore, kept silent” – As difficult as it was to lose his sons, Aaron trusted in 

the righteous judgment of God. 

E. Discussion Questions: 

1. How did Cain and Abel measure up to God’s ministry standards (Genesis 4:1-16)? 

2. Why did God not allow Moses and Aaron to enter into the Promised Land (Numbers 

20:6-13, 27:12-14; Deuteronomy 32:48-52)? 

3. What practical insights can we glean from Aaron about regarding God as holy? 

 

III. Ministry that Properly Regards God’s Holiness (vv. 4-11) 

A. “Mishael and Elzaphan…carry your relatives away from the front of the sanctuary to the 

outside of the camp” – This prevented the priests from defiling themselves by touching 

the dead bodies (cf. Leviticus 21:1) and allowed the entire congregation to witness the 

result of disregard for God’s holiness. 

B. “So they came forward and carried them…as Moses had said” – They were willing to do 

everything as it was prescribed. 

C. “Then Moses said to Aaron and to his sons Eleazar and Ithamar…So they did according 

to the word of Moses” – Aaron and his sons were commanded not to mourn for their 

loved ones, and they did as they were commanded.  This was usually only applicable to 

the high priest (Leviticus 21:10-12). 

D. “and so as to make a distinction between the holy and the profane, and between the 

unclean and the clean” – This hearkens back to the ministry standards in verse 3. 

E. “and so as to teach the sons of Israel all the statutes which the LORD has spoken to them 

through Moses” – Priests were to teach all of Israel to regard God’s holiness. 

F. Discussion Questions: 

1. How did Ezra fit the priestly standards described by God in verses 10-11 (Ezra 7:10)? 

2. How many times were the ministers threatened with death in verses 4-11 and what 

does this indicate? 

3. What can we learn from this text about the importance of conducting our ministries 

according to the divine revelation of God instead of coming up with our own methods 

and techniques (i.e. doing God’s work in God’s way)? 


