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Numbers1 

Journey to the Promised Land 

 

I. Israel in Sinai (1-9) 

A. People who had leprosy, a discharge, or contact with a dead person were considered unclean and to be 

sent outside the camp (5:1-4).  It is no coincidence that Christ cleansed lepers (Luke 5:12-13), those with 

discharges (Luke 8:43-48), and the dead (Luke 8:49-55).   

B. The priestly blessing on the people of God (6:24-26) pointed to Christ (Acts 3:26)
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C. The Passover pictured Christ (9:12; John 19:36)
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D. The Bible says that Christ “suffered outside the gate” for His people (Hebrews 13:12).
4
  Why did He 

need to do so?  How is this pictured in the Passover?  What does it have to do with the priestly blessing? 

 

II. Journey from Sinai to Kadesh (10-12) 

A. God commanded worship with musical instruments (10:2, 8, 10) 

B. The Lord went before them (10:35-36).  What did Christ promise us who march ahead with the gospel? 

C. The manna pictured Christ (11:9) who is the “Bread of Life” (John 6:31-33)
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D. Moses pictured Christ in that he was the most humble person on the earth (12:3; Matthew 11:29)
6
 and 

uniquely the mediator between God and His people (11:1-2; 12:8; 1 Timothy 2:5)
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E. What do the pictures of Christ in chapter 11 teach about our need for Him? 

 

III. Israel in Kadesh (13-19) 

A. How were Caleb and Joshua different from the others who spied out the land (13:30-33; cf. 26:65; 

32:12)?  Who did the assembly believe and what were the implications (14:1-5)?  Were Joshua and 

Caleb swayed by the crowd (14:6-9)?  What do we then learn about the Lord (14:10-21)?  What about 

the outcome of the people (14:22-45)?  What reason does the New Testament give for them not entering 

the Promised Land, and how does it apply to us (see Hebrews 3:7-4:13)? 

                                                
1 Moses wrote it between 1455 and 1405 BC.  It tells of Israel’s 40-year journey from Mount Sinai to the Promised Land. 
2 Acts 3:26  "For you first, God raised up His Servant and sent Him to bless you by turning every one of you from your 

wicked ways." 
3 John 19:36  For these things came to pass to fulfill the Scripture, "NOT A BONE OF HIM SHALL BE BROKEN." 
4 Hebrews 13:12  Therefore Jesus also, that He might sanctify the people through His own blood, suffered outside the gate. 
5 John 6:31-33  "Our fathers ate the manna in the wilderness; as it is written, 'HE GAVE THEM BREAD OUT OF 

HEAVEN TO EAT.'"  32 Jesus then said to them, "Truly, truly, I say to you, it is not Moses who has given you the bread out of 
heaven, but it is My Father who gives you the true bread out of heaven.  33 "For the bread of God is that which comes down out of 

heaven, and gives life to the world." 
6 Matthew 11:29  "Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and YOU WILL FIND 

REST FOR YOUR SOULS. 
7 1 Timothy 2:5  For there is one God, and one mediator also between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, 
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B. Israel was required to: 

1. “Cut off” those who prove to be unbelievers (15:30-31; cf. Matthew 18:15-17)
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2. Follow all of God’s commands and be holy (15:40-41; cf. Matthew 5:48)
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3. Obey her God-appointed leaders � see the punishment of Korah’s rebellion in chapter 16 (cf. 

Hebrews 13:17)
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C. What did the ten unfaithful spies and Korah have in common?  What does holiness look like for us 

today? 

 

IV. Journey from Kadesh to Moab (20-21) 

A. Unlike Christ, Moses failed to perfectly follow God and was banned from the Promised Land (20:1-13).   

1. Miriam died in Kadesh (20:1; her sin is found in chapter 12) 

2. Aaron died on Mount Hor (20:24-28) 

B. The serpent on the pole pictured Christ on the cross (21:4-9; John 3:14-15)
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C. What did Moses do wrong?  What was his root problem?  What do we learn from this account? 

 

V. Israel in Moab (22-36) 

A. “God is not a man” (23:19) 

B. Despite her disobedience, Israel was God’s covenant people and were blessed (24:9; cf. Genesis 12:3),
12

 

yet only genuine believers would truly be blessed in the end. 

C. Moses was told of his upcoming death (27:12-14), and Joshua was appointed as his successor (27:18-20) 

D. In 1 Corinthians 10:1-11, Paul alludes to Numbers 11, 14, 16-17, 20, 21, and 25. 

E. The NT describes our life in the present age as being in the wilderness.  We were delivered from the 

bondage of sin (Exodus) and brought through the waters of baptism (Red Sea) to a wilderness journey 

through this life (Numbers) to new heavens and earth (the Promised Land) 

F. Why is Christ the only One who could possibly usher us into the Promised Land? 

                                                
8 Matthew 18:15-17  "If your brother sins, go and show him his fault in private; if he listens to you, you have won your 

brother.  16 "But if he does not listen to you, take one or two more with you, so that BY THE MOUTH OF TWO OR THREE 

WITNESSES EVERY FACT MAY BE CONFIRMED.  17 "If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church; and if he refuses to 

listen even to the church, let him be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector. 
9 Matthew 5:48  Therefore you are to be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect. 
10 Hebrews 13:17  Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they keep watch over your souls as those who will give an 

account. Let them do this with joy and not with grief, for this would be unprofitable for you. 
11 John 3:14-15  "As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted up;  15 so that 

whoever believes will in Him have eternal life. 
12 Genesis 12:3  And I will bless those who bless you, And the one who curses you I will curse. And in you all the families of 

the earth will be blessed." 


