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God’s Wrath in the Pentateuch 
Fiery Serpents (Numbers 21:4-9) 

 

 

Memory Verse: Numbers 21:6 

The LORD sent fiery serpents among the people and they bit the people, so that 

many people of Israel died. 

 
 

 

I. Man’s Provocation of Divine Wrath (vv. 4-5) 

A. “the people became impatient because of the journey” – The people became impatient 

and discouraged from their travels. 

B. “The people spoke against God and Moses” – Out of frustration, the people cast all 

thankfulness aside and turned against their God and their God-appointed leader. 

C. “we loathe this miserable food” – The Israelites voiced their distrust in God and their 

hatred for the manna that He graciously provided (cf. 11:6). 

D. Discussion Questions: 

1. The Israelites lost their vision and perspective by taking their eyes off of the big 

picture (i.e. God’s pledge to give them the Promised Land) and focusing on their 

immediate circumstances.  They took their eyes off of what is eternal to gaze at the 

temporal.  Why is it important to keep our eyes fixed on Christ?  What can we learn 

about an eternal perspective from Hebrews 12:1-2 and 2 Corinthians 4:16-18? 

2. Notice that the people were not thankful for the victory God had just given them 

(21:1-3).  How can a thankful heart prevent grumbling and complaining (cf. 

Ephesians 5:4; Philippians 4:6; Colossians 3:17, 4:2)?  What are some dangers of 

failing to give thanks to God (cf. Romans 1:21)? 

 

II. God’s Punishment with Divine Wrath (v. 6) 

A. “The LORD sent fiery serpents” – The serpents may have been described as “fiery” 

because their bites caused a fiery inflammation.  The term could also connote the 

supernatural nature of the plague, since God often consumed with fire (e.g. Nadab and 

Abihu were destroyed with fire). 
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B. “they bit the people, so that many people of Israel died” – These snakes were obviously 

poisonous.  The text does not state how many there were, but the plague must have been 

significant, because many of the Israelites died. 

C. Discussion Questions: 

1. The people went beyond simple ingratitude and actually blamed God for their 

circumstances.  What does this passage indicate about God’s tolerance for such sin? 

2. What can we learn about God’s wrath from the following passages in the other four 

books of the Pentateuch: the flood (Genesis 6-7), the Red Sea (Exodus 14), the 

blasphemer (Leviticus 24:10-17), and the protestors (Deut. 11:6; Numbers 16)? 

 

III. Man’s Penitence on Account of Divine Wrath (v. 7) 

A. “We have sinned, because we have spoken against the LORD and you” – The people 

accurately confessed their sin to Moses. 

B. “intercede with the LORD…And Moses interceded” – In contrast to v.5, the people called 

upon the compassion of their leader (Moses) and the mercy of their God. 

C. Discussion Questions: 

1. Why is confession of sin necessary?  What does it indicate?  What heart condition 

must accompany confession?  What can we learn from 1 John 1:8-10? 

2. What can we learn about leadership from Moses’ example in this passage? 

 

IV. God’s Protection from Divine Wrath (vv. 8-9) 

A. “when he looks at it, he will live” – God provided a gracious means for healing.  

Although God provided the cure, man was required to look upon the snake to be healed. 

B. This event foreshadowed Christ’s crucifixion on the cross, and the faithful “gazing” upon 

Him (i.e. belief) necessary to be forgiven and receive eternal life (John 3:14-15). 

C. Discussion Questions: 

1. In what ways does this passage parallel the account of Adam and Eve when they 

sinned in the garden (Genesis 3)?  What can we learn from 1 Corinthians 10:1-12? 

2. Although believers are promised to never undergo God’s eternal wrath (1 

Thessalonians 5:9), God disciplines believers for sin (Hebrews 12:5-13).  How can 

we learn from the times in which the Lord disciplines us? 


