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CALLED TO HUMILITY  

1 Peter 5:1-7 

 

Introduction 

A. In this section of the epistle, Peter writes to avoid a similar situation between elders and their 

congregations.   

B. Given the persecution facing the church, the people needed to be extra careful to treat each other 

appropriately.   

C. Overall outline: Elders called to humility (1-4); Congregation called to humility (5a); All called 

to humility (5b) 

D. Main Point: Humbly serve the Chief Shepherd and His sheep 

1. The essence of humble service is focus on God and others more than self 

2. Peter lays out a three-part call to humble service 

 

I. Peter’s Demonstration of Humility (5:1) 

A. Peter demonstrates humility toward the elders and congregation.  He practices what he preaches 

by identifying with them and appealing to them as: 

1. Fellow-elder 

2. Fellow-sufferer � A witness of the sufferings of Christ (cf. 1 Peter 4:13  and 5:9) 

3. Fellow-believer � A partner/sharer of future glory (cf. Luke 22:27) 

B. What happens when I blow it?  Does it destroy my testimony? 

 

II. Peter’s Exhortation to Humility (5:2-3) 

A. Exhortation to elders � Shepherd God’s flock as overseers 

B. Great application here for everyone (e.g., Ephesians 5:22-6:9) 

C. The focus is not the what but the how! 

D. Three-fold exhortation regarding how to shepherd/oversee/lead 

1. Not under compulsion but voluntarily 

a. Duty vs. delight 

b. How does obligatory service look as compared to that done voluntarily from the heart? 

2. Not for sordid gain, but with eagerness 

a. Difference between doing it for what you can get out of it versus what others will get out 

of it 

b. What types of things ought to drive our service? 
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3. Not as lording it over but as examples 

a. Lording it over � Subdue, rule, dominate, overpower � bring into subjection through 

the use of force (not necessarily physical force.  Could be force of personality) 

b. What different forms may manipulation take? 

c. How is greatness in God’s Kingdom different than in the world?  See Mark 10:42-44. 

E. Congregants are to exercise humility by voluntarily submitting to and obeying their elders 

(Hebrews 13:17).  Why?  What does an attitude of rebellion toward leadership represent? 

F. All are to clothe themselves with humility toward one another (cf. John 13:4; Psalm 119:21; 

Ephesians 4:1-2; Philippians 2:3-4; Colossians 3:12) 

1. Is anyone exempt from this command?   

2. How central is humility to the gospel?  How foundational is it to the Christian life? 

 

III. Peter’s Motivation for Humility (5:4-7) 

A. Three-fold motivation: 

1. Future rewards (vv. 1, 4, 6) – What kind of rewards? 

2. God’s will (v. 2), action (v. 5), and care (v. 7) – How motivated are you by God’s grace?  

3. The Chief Shepherd 

a. Christ is the good shepherd who gave His life for His sheep (John 10:11; cf. Mark 10:45) 

b. He is coming.  In what state will He find His sheep?  Acting proudly toward one another 

or clothing themselves with humility toward one another? 

c. The well-being of Christ’s flock is at stake!  Not only that, the glory of God is t stake 

a. Keep your eyes fixed upon Christ … the One who is “gentle and humble in heart” 

(Matthew 11:29) 

B. Main Point: Humbly serve the Chief Shepherd and His sheep 

C. May God be glorified! 


