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Deuteronomy1 
Recounting God’s Faithfulness 

 

I. Moses’ First Speech – Remember the Past (1:1-4:43) 

A. God’s covenant faithfulness is front and center (1:8-11, 21, 29-31).  How is it displayed in 2:4 (cf. 

Genesis 32:6-12)? 

B. Moses (along with many others) would not enter the Promised Land (1:35-38; 3:23-28; 4:20-22) 

C. The people were to live in the Promised Land in faith and holiness in order to revere God and display 

Him to the rest of the world (4:5-8).  Although the people would fail (4:25-28), God would show 

Himself faithful (4:29-31; cf. 30:6; Jeremiah 31:31-34; Colossians 2:11-14). 

D. How did Moses demonstrate good shepherding? 

 

II. Moses’ Second Speech – Be Careful in the Future (4:44-30:20)2 

A. The Ten Commandments and their implications3 (5-11) 

1. Jesus explained the intent/heart of the commands (5:18; cf. Matthew 5:27-28) 

2. The Ten Commandments apply to the church today (5:16; cf. Romans 13:8-10; Ephesians 6:2) 

3. The summary of the Law (6:1-9; cf. Matthew 22:35-40).  What is the relationship between love and 

obedience in the text (cf. John 14:15)? 

4. Why are the people told to watch themselves (6:9-12)?  How does this relate to us? 

5. Why did God command the people not to intermarry with the pagans (7:3-4)?  Why did God elect 

Israel (7:6-9)?  Notice how all of this relates to their entering the Promised Land (9:1-6). 

6. Man shall not live by bread alone (8:1-9; cf. Matthew 4:1-4) 

7. Moses calls them the “Ten Commandments” (10:4; 4:13; cf. Exodus 34:28) 

8. Summary of God’s requirements and covenant fulfillment (10:12-11:1).  What important ingredient 

was Israel missing?  What did they need? 

9. How do the Ten commandments lead us to Christ (Galatians 3:24; Romans 7:7-12) 

                                                 
1 Moses wrote it ~1405 BC.  The name Deuteronomy means “second Law.”  It covers events that occur in one location (the 

plains of Moab per Numbers 36:13) during a relatively brief period of time (some say 24 hours per 1:3 and 32:48) and contains a 

restatement of the Law given to Israel at Sinai.  It focuses on urging the people to trust and obey God, who has been so faithful to 

them.  It also contains two major themes: final speeches delivered by Moses and the passing of leadership from Moses to Joshua.  

Jesus quoted Deuteronomy often, perhaps more than any other OT book (e.g., Matthew 4:4, 7, and 10 quote 8:3, 6:16, and 6:13). 
2 Notice that this section on Law is surrounded by grace.  Chapters 1-4 recount God’s grace to Israel in the past, and the last 

four chapters proclaim how God will be gracious to them in the future.  Thus, the motivation to keep the Law comes in response to 

grace received and anticipated.  The large Law section also points to God’s grace in that it reveals our inability to keep the law (cf. 

Romans 7:7) and fixes our eyes on the only One who perfectly did – Jesus Christ! 
3 The Decalogue is repeated in Deuteronomy with some differences from what was given in Exodus.  The reason for these 

differences is that Moses was applying it to the lives and circumstances of those listening.  He was not changing it, only applying it. 
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B. The specific laws of Deuteronomy (12-26) 

1. The people were not commanded to keep these laws (12:1) in order to become holy; they were to 

keep these laws, because they were already declared to be holy (7:6) 

2. God regulates the worship of His people (12:32; cf. 4:2) 

a. How is 17:11 related to this command?  How do these commands relate to us? 

b. What three reasons does Moses give in chapter 13 for how people may be enticed by idolatry? 

3. Prophecy about Christ the coming Prophet (18:15-19; cf. Acts 3:22-26; 7:37).   

a. Compare to Moses as a prophet (34:10-12). 

b. Compare to false prophets (18:20-22) 

4. Prophecy about Christ the coming King (17:14-15) 

5. Christ became our curse upon Himself (21:22-23 and 27:26; cf. Galatians 3:10-13).  Why did He 

need to become a curse for us? 

6. The people were to purge the evil from among them (22:22-24).   

a. Why should we be distinct from and not adopt the ways of the world?   

b. Should we only turn from the blatantly wicked things or the seemingly innocent worldly things 

as well? 

C. The consequences of keeping/breaking the laws – blessings and curses (27-30) 

1. The Lord promised to re-gather His people (30:3-4).  This is being accomplished in Christ (Isaiah 

49:3-6; John 11:51-52) 

2. The goal was always faith in Christ (30:14; cf. Romans 10:8-10) 

 

III. Moses’ Farewell and Joshua’s Succession (31:1-34:12) 

A. Moses made his address to “all Israel” (31:1).  He uses this phrase often in Deuteronomy (e.g., 1:1; 5:1; 

27:9; 29:2; 32:45) but rarely in the rest of the Pentateuch.  What are the implications? 

B. Joshua is encouraged to be strong and courageous (31:6-7, 23; cf. Hebrews 13:5).  Why? 

C. Moses wrote down the first five books of the Bible (31:9, 24; cf. 1:1, 5; Joshua 23:6; Luke 24:44).  

Joshua was encouraged to read it to the congregation (31:11-13).   

1. What impact would it have? 

2. What impact has the Word of God had on you? 

 


