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God’s Grace in the Pentateuch 
The Death of Moses (Deuteronomy 34:1-12) 

 

 

Memory Verse: Deuteronomy 34:10 

Since that time no prophet has risen in Israel like Moses, whom the LORD knew 

face to face 

 
 

 

I. God’s Grace to Moses Before Death (34:1-4) 

A. “the LORD showed him all the land” – Although Moses was banned from entering into 

the Promised Land for disobeying God (cf. Numbers 20:12), God still graciously showed 

him the land the people would inherit. 

B. “This is the land which I swore to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob” – Although the Israelites 

did not deserve the land, God was gracious to fulfill His promise and give it to them (cf. 

Genesis 12:7, 13:15, 15:18-21, 26:4, 28:13-14). 

C. Discussion Questions: 

1. How is God’s grace related to His covenant faithfulness?   

2. How do we see, in these four verses, all five of the attributes of God discussed in this 

study (i.e., sovereignty, faithfulness, holiness, wrath, and grace)?  Do you find it 

surprising that God can be gracious even while punishing sin? 

 

II. God’s Grace to Moses in Death (34:5-8) 

A. “Moses the servant of the LORD” – A gracious title used despite his disobedience 

B. “He buried him” – Moses was buried by none other than God Himself 

C. “his eye was not dim, nor his vigor abated” – God was even gracious to Moses by 

allowing him to retain excellent vision and youthful energy even to the day of his death at 

one hundred and twenty years old. 

D. Discussion Questions: 

1. Verse 5 says that Moses died “according to the word of the LORD.”  How is God’s 

fulfillment of His Word a means of grace? 

2. The apostle Paul wrote, “For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain” (Philippians 

1:21).  How is death a means of grace for a believer (cf. Romans 8:16-24)? 
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III. God’s Grace to Moses After Death (34:9-12) 

A. “Joshua the son of Nun was filled with the spirit of wisdom” – God grace to His people 

extended through Moses to Joshua. 

B. “Since that time no prophet has risen in Israel like Moses, whom the LORD knew face to 

face” – Moses received level of grace that no other Old Testament prophet had received.  

He had a unique level intimacy with God (cf. Exodus 33:12-34:35).  However, 

Deuteronomy also contains the promise that God would one day raise up Prophet like 

Moses (18:15-22). 

C. “which the LORD sent him to perform” – This phrase recounts God’s gracious choice of 

Moses as His instrument. 

D. Discussion Questions: 

1. God extended His grace to Israel through Moses and Joshua.  Who has He used as a 

means of pouring His grace out to you? 

2. Read Exodus 33:12-34:35 and answer the following questions.  What gracious 

promise did God give to Moses in 33:14?  What does 33:17 tell us about the personal 

nature of God?  How did God show unique grace to Moses in 33:19-23?  How did 

God describe Himself in 34:5-7?  What type of grace did Moses ask for in 34:8-9?  

What answer did God give in 34:10-11?  What grace was given to Moses in 34:29-

35?  How have believers in Jesus Christ been given even more grace according to 2 

Corinthians 3:7-18? 

3. Jesus Christ is the fulfillment of the promise given in Deuteronomy 18:15-22 of a 

Prophet like Moses (John 6:14; Acts 3:22-26, 7:37).  What grace was Jesus able to 

impart that Moses could not (Acts 3:26, 13:38-39)? 

4. Acts 3:26 states that Jesus came to turn people from their wicked ways.  All 

throughout the Old Testament, Israel was described as stiff-necked and hard-hearted.  

They were commanded in Deuteronomy 10:16 to “circumcise your heart, and stiffen 

your neck no longer” (cf. Jeremiah 4:4).  However, they could never do so.  Finally, 

the New Covenant promise that God Himself would circumcise their hearts is found 

in Deuteronomy 30:6 (cf. Jeremiah 31:31ff; Ezekiel 36:25ff) and fulfilled in the New 

Testament (cf. Romans 2:28-29; Hebrews 8:7-13).  How is this New Covenant grace 

given in Jesus unique? 


