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Joshua1 
Entering the Promised Land 

 

I. Overarching Themes 

A. The presence of the Lord with Joshua and the people (1:5, 9, 17; 3:7).  What verses can you think of that 

speak of Christ’s presence with us?  In what ways does the awareness of God’s presence minister to 

your soul? 

B. Be strong and courageous (1:6-9, 18; 10:25), because God is strong (10:8-11; 23:3, 9) and melts the 

hearts of His enemies (2:9, 11, 23-24; 5:1; 9:24; 14:8).  What was different about 7:5?  What does the 

book of Joshua teach us about the relationship between faith, obedience, and victory?  In what ways do 

people like us struggle with being strong and courageous?  How can we encourage one another? 

C. Do not turn from the Law to the right or to the left (1:7-8; 23:6) 

1. The centrality of the Scriptures (8:30-35; 22:1-5; 24:26).  What do we learn from 22:9? 

2. Doing exactly as God has commanded (1:16; 4:8-10; 8:8, 27; 10:40; 11:12, 15, 20; 13:6; 14:2, 5; 

20:1-2; 21:2-3, 8) and putting to death covenant breakers who rebel against God’s commands (1:17-

18; 7:10-12, 15; 22:10-16, 21-23) 

3. How does all of this tie to Christ? 

D. God fulfills the covenant He made with Abraham and his descendants and gives rest to His people 

(1:13-15; 11:23; 21:43-45; 22:4; 23:1).  Why was the land associated with rest?  What did it picture for 

us?  How did the rest given to/through Joshua compare to the rest provided by Christ (2 Corinthians 

2:14; Hebrews 2:10; 4:1-11, esp. 4:8)? 

 

II. History of events leading up to the fulfillment of the promise (1-12) 

A. Commissioning of Joshua and preparation to enter the promised land (1-5) 

1. The supernaturally-endowed faith and courage of Rahab (2:8-13; cf. Hebrews 11:31), who became 

an ancestor in the covenant line of the Messiah (cf. Ruth 4:21-22; Matthew 1:5).  Why would it be 

difficult to do what Rahab did?  What did she risk?  What does she picture for us? 

2. The supernatural power of God at the Jordan (3:5-8, 13-17).  Why is it that these events could only 

have a supernatural (rather than natural) explanation?  What difference does it make (cf. 4:21-24)?
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3. The end of an era in the wilderness (5:2-12).  Why the need for consecration?  Christ came to meet 

Joshua (5:13-15).  In what ways does the text indicate that the Commander of the Lord’s army was 

the preincarnate Christ?  What significant aspects are emphasized in His interaction with Joshua? 

                                                
1 John Calvin believed that Eleazar or Phinehas wrote the book of Joshua.  The Talmud attributes it to Joshua (cf. 24:26).  

The events of the book occurred between 1400-1340 BC.  The book was likely written soon thereafter (cf. 6:25).  Joshua’s name 
means “Yahweh saves” and is the Hebrew form of the name Jesus.  Thus, Joshua’s name, as well as his actions, points us to Christ.  

Through Joshua, the Lord brought His people into the land of promise to give them rest.  Nevertheless, there was reason for them to 

await a greater Joshua and a greater rest! 
2 Note the language: “out of the middle of the Jordan” (4:3), “into the middle of the Jordan” (4:5), “in the middle of the 

Jordan” (4:9), “Come up out of the Jordan” (4:17).  Compare to the baptism of the Ethiopian eunuch (Acts 8:38-39). 
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B. The conquest of the land (6-12) 

1. Reinforcement of the need to be fully consecrated to God (7:13) 

2. The power of an oath (9:15-20).  What are some implications of taking an oath? 

3. Note the phenomenological language (10:12-13).  How are we to understand this text? 

 

III. History of events immediately following the fulfillment of the promise (13-24) 

A. The division of the land (13-21) 

1. Caleb received his inheritance (14:6-15; 15:13-14).  What can we learn from Caleb about godliness, 

trust, attitude, courage, etc.? 

2. Although Israel was given the land, they were not able to drive out all of the people (9:27-10:1; 13:1, 

13; 15:63; 16:10; 17:12-13).   

B. Covenant renewal and commitment to serve God (22-24) 

1. God promised to drive out the remaining nations if Israel was faithful (23:4-13) and to drive Israel 

out of the land “when they transgress the covenant of the LORD” (23:14-16).   

a. They managed to serve the Lord during the life of Joshua and the elders (24:31) but quickly 

turned from the Lord (cf. Judges 2:7-13) 

b. What can we conclude from the above regarding the importance of good leadership?  How 

should it have caused them to long for Christ?  What application is there for us today? 

2. Joshua called for covenant renewal (24:1-28) 

a. He reminded them of what God had done for them (24:1-13) 

b. Joshua exhorted the people, and they committed themselves to the Lord (24:14-22) 

i. He exhorted them to fear and serve the Lord (24:14-15) 

ii. The people pledged allegiance to the Lord (24:16-18) 

iii. Joshua warned them of their inability and of God’s judgment (24:19-20) 

iv. The people again pledged allegiance to the Lord (24:21-22) 

v. Joshua called them to singular devotion to the Lord (24:23) 

vi. The people again pledged allegiance to the Lord (24:24) 

c. Joshua made a covenant with the people (24:25-28) 

i. He wrote it in the book of the Law (24:26) 

ii. He made a physical sign as a witness (24:27) 


