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Berean Bible Study 
Joint Declaration 

 
With respect to our study of theology and the New Testament Use of the Old 
Testament, we agree that the following 33 propositions are biblical… 

 
1. A covenant is a binding agreement between God and man consisting of the 

terms in which their relationship is initiated, maintained, and/or broken. It 
includes divine promises and commands, as well as rewards/punishments for 
obedience/disobedience. 

2. God constituted Adam as the representative or federal head of the human 
race. 

3. Life was promised to Adam, and in him to his posterity, upon condition of 
perfect, personal, and perpetual obedience. 

4. Even though Adam failed, his posterity is still required and obligated to be 
morally blameless and perfectly righteous. 

5. Christ, the Last Adam, fulfilled this requirement for perfect righteousness on 
behalf of His elect people. 

6. After the fall of Adam, God declared that man can (and must) be saved only 
through faith in the Messiah. 

7. Those who are not “in Christ” are still “in Adam.” 

8. God has related to His people and communicated His saving grace in Christ to 
them in differing ways throughout redemptive history.  

9. The divine covenants that God cut with his people in the OT (e.g., Abrahamic, 
Mosaic, Davidic) pointed to Christ via types and shadows. 

10. In the New Covenant, Christ fulfilled all of the types and shadows of the 
previous covenants. 

11. During the New Covenant era, the church is called to declare Christ and His 
gospel of grace to all nations. 

12. There is a visible and invisible aspect to the church.  The invisible church is 
the people of God from God’s perspective who are inwardly/internally in 
covenant with God; the visible church is the people of God from man’s 
perspective who are outwardly/externally in covenant with God. 

13. For adults, covenant membership in the visible church is based on profession 
of faith. 
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14. The Scriptures make up one book with one Author and one consistent message. 

15. Jesus Christ, and the salvation found in Him, is the grand theme of the Bible 
from beginning to end. 

16. The New Testament interprets the Old Testament in line with the OT meaning 
(i.e., the NT authors properly used the OT contextual meaning). 

17. Jesus and the NT writers did not use non-contextual hermeneutical methods 
(e.g., midrashic exegesis, pesher method) which resulted in them missing, 
changing, or allegorizing the original meaning. 

18. Jesus and the NT writers did not add new meaning which was completely 
distinct from the OT text. 

19. Jesus and the NT writers did not take their quotations from a “testimony 
book” which contained proof texts used for apologetic reasons. 

20. Jesus and the NT writers did not read Christ into passages that were not 
messianic. 

21. Jesus and the NT writers did not use the OT out of context to rhetorically 
persuade readers to obey (i.e., appeal to the wording without considering the 
sense). 

22. To varying degrees, the OT context is important for understanding the NT 
use. 

23. Beale’s definition of typology is fundamentally correct: “the study of 
analogical correspondences among revealed truths about persons, events, 
institutions, and other things within the historical framework of God’s special 
revelation, which, from a retrospective view, are of a prophetic nature and 
are escalated in their meaning.” 

24. There is evidence of the foreshadowing nature of the OT narrative itself, which 
is then better understood after the first advent of Christ.  The wider canonical 
context of the OT usually provides hints that the passage is typological (e.g., 
Isaiah 22:22). 

25. Some prophecies are only partially fulfilled in the short term.  The partial 
historical fulfillment becomes a foreshadowing/pattern of a later, complete 
fulfillment (e.g., the day of the Lord). 

26. Hosea 11:1 is an example of the fact that typology is more than mere analogy.  
In Matthew 2:15, Jesus fulfills (i.e., fills up) the meaning of the historical 
statement.  Hosea 11:1 was not written as a prophecy but was seen as prophetic 
by Matthew. 
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27. There are two kinds of prophetic fulfillment: 

a. Verbal prophecy is directly fulfilled (e.g., Micah 5:2; Matthew 2:4-6) 

b. Typological foreshadowing is indirectly fulfilled (e.g., Hosea 11:1; 
Matthew 2:15) 

28. Types are not limited only to that which is explicitly called a “type” in the NT 
(e.g., Romans 5:14) 

29. The OT contains repeated narrations of Yahweh’s commissioning people to fill 
certain offices (e.g., judges, prophets, priests, kings).  The repeated 
commissioning, failure, and judgment points to the need for one to come to 
fully fulfill the criteria.  The temporary, imperfect fulfillments point to the 
future, perfect fulfillment in Jesus Christ.  Thus, these OT types can be 
recognized in the OT itself prior to the fuller revelation of the NT fulfillment. 

30. Typology preserves the principle of single meaning. At the same time, it does 
not diminish the differences between type and antitype, because it recognizes 
the type as a picture of the antitype in at least one significant aspect without 
the need to be equivalent in every way. 

31. The apostolic typological method of interpretation is prescriptive and 
normative for Christian interpreters today with regard to interpreting parts 
of the OT not addressed as types in the NT.  However, interpreters must 
exercise the utmost caution and humility when interpreting types. 

32. In light of progressive revelation, OT passages do not receive different or 
contradictory meanings but undergo an organic expansion or development of 
meaning. 

33. Five presuppositions underlie the NT writers’ interpretation of the OT: 

a. Corporate solidarity or representation 

b. Christ as the Messiah represents the true Israel of the OT and the true 
Israel – the Church – of the NT 

c. History is unified by God’s wise and sovereign plan such that earlier 
parts correspond and point to later parts by design 

d. The age of eschatological fulfillment has come in Christ (i.e.,  
“inaugurated eschatology” or the “already / not yet”) 

e. The later parts of biblical history function as the broader context for 
interpreting the earlier parts (inspired by same divine author) 

 


