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More than Words: The Significance of Scripture 

The Revealing Word 
Logos Bible Fellowship, 1/15/2015 

 

What is a Worldview? 

• People look at and think about the same event or object in different ways.   
• They have different views of what it is, as if they are looking at the same thing 

through a different pair of glasses. 

• Illustration: The great cake mystery 

– John’s view/perspective: Mary loves to cook and often bakes cakes; there was a 
mixing bowl, spoons, etc. in her dishwasher today; she has recently taken a 
baking class 

– Jim’s view/perspective: The town bakery had a sale on cakes today; the cake is 
much different than the cakes Mary usually makes; there is money missing from 
her purse 

– Did Mary buy or make the cake?  Who has the more persuasive and compelling 
view? 

• Random House Webster’s College Dictionary defines a worldview as “a 
comprehensive conception or image of the universe and of humanity’s relation to 
it.”    

• A person’s worldview is essentially defined by his answers to the following four 
questions:  

  (1) Who is God?  
  (2) Who is man? 
  (3) What is the universe? 
    (4) What is the relationship between #1-3?   

• In other words, a worldview is “a total way of looking at the world or a way of 
looking at the total world.”1 

• The particular way in which a person answers these questions determines how he 
thinks, what he believes, and how he lives his life. 

 

Origin of Worldviews 

• There are only two sources of all worldviews… 

– A man-centered, humanly-concocted worldview developed on the basis of 
reason, logic, man’s wisdom, tradition, etc. 

– A God-centered, divinely-revealed worldview drawn from the Scriptures and 
applied by the Spirit of God 

 

                                                 
1
 Noebel and Edwards, Worldviews in Focus: Thinking like a Christian. 
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The Key Component 

• What you believe about God is at the very heart of your worldview.   

• What you believe about God will determine what you believe about mankind and 
the universe. 

 

How Can We Know God? 

Man-Made Attempt #1 
“God is not a person or a thing but rather a process, according to world-renowned 

author and spiritual leader Deepak Chopra…anyone can engage in this process--"it 
isn't a matter of faith, religious teaching, innate goodness, luck or some other 
mysterious factor," Chopra explains. "Our brains are hardwired to find God." This 
hardwiring is deftly explored as Chopra lists the seven ways humans know God 
and how they correspond to the anatomy of our human brains.”2 

 
Man-Made Attempt #2 
“The journey toward God is a continual and paradoxical journey of the spirit…Arrival is 

not the aim of the spiritual journey. It is the trek that matters most…we can 
embrace the Mystery who does not desire to be explained but longs to be 
experienced.”3 

 
Man-Made Attempt #3 
“There is nothing outside you…The Name of Jesus Christ as such is but a symbol... It is 

a symbol that is safely used as a replacement for the many names of all the gods to 
which you pray…The recognition of God is the recognition of yourself…The 
Atonement is the final lesson he [man] need learn, for it  teaches  him that, never 
having sinned, he has no need of salvation.”4 

 

Bottom Line on Worldviews 

• Re-examination of the cake mystery… 

– Given the evidence, are both views reasonable?  Could both be true? 

– Suppose that while John and Jim are debating about Mary and the cake, Jerry 
the baker walks in and says, “That’s easy, I baked the cake and sold it to Mary.”  
Now which view is more compelling? 

– Is there even a question anymore as to which view is correct?  

• Do we need to rely on our own wisdom, logic and reason to know the truth? 

– The eyewitness account settles the worldview question 

– Was there an eyewitness during the creation of the world?  

– Did God record His eyewitness account anywhere for us? 

 

                                                 
2
 Amazon review of Deepak Chopra’s book How to Know God: The Soul’s Journey into the Mystery of Mysteries 

3
 Dave Fleming, The Seeker’s Way, pp. 4, 6 

4
 A Course on Miracles 
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How Can We Know God? 

• God is our creator (Revelation 4:11) 

• What has been created (us) can only know the creator (God) if the creator chooses 
to reveal Himself to them (Revelation 15:4).  The creation account is a good 
example! 

• The Bible is God’s revelation of Himself to mankind (Deuteronomy 29:29; Job 
12:22; Psalm 98:2; Amos 3:7, 4:13; Habakkuk 2:2; Romans 1:16-17, 16:25-27; 1 
Corinthians 2:6-16; Ephesians 3:2-5; 2 Peter 1:20-21) 

• God has revealed Jesus Christ as Lord and King (Psalm 47:2; Philippians 2:11), 
Savior (Isaiah 43:11; Titus 2:13), and Judge (Psalm 67:3-4; Acts 17:31) 

 

Group Discussion 
1. Are there limitations to how well a person can know God? 
2. What must be combined with reading the Word in order to truly know God? 
3. How many people do you know better than you know God?  How much time to you 

spend getting to know God? 
4. How do the Bible’s and the culture’s views of God differ? 
5. How does one’s treatment of the Bible reflect his/her thoughts and attitudes about 

God? 


