
LBF, 5/7/2015 

 

 

God’s Man and You 
1 Timothy 4:12-16 

 

Introduction 

A. In our passage today, we see three layers of complementarity: (1) Pastor; (2) congregation; (3) 

presbytery 

B. We will focus in on the Lord’s work in and blessing on the congregation through the pastor  

God uses His man to bless His people! 

C. Pastor Timothy was God’s man.  What is God’s man like and what does it mean for you?  The 

text give four characteristics 

 

I. God’s Man is a Gifted Man (4:14) 

A. God appropriately gifts those He calls into the gospel ministry (e.g., Moses) 

B. Gifts/calling are verified during the process of ordination  Although gift recognition and 

calling have an individual, subjective component, an objective, corporate process must be in 

place 

C. Here, Timothy’s ordination is in view 

1. Equipping: Spiritual gifting – Teaching/exhortation (v. 13) 

2. Calling: Prophetic utterance – Ultimately God  Hence the designation “God’s man” 

3. Commissioning: The laying on of hands – Signifies the church’s confirmation of God’s 

gifting and calling as well as their commissioning of him 

D. Trust in the Spirit’s work through the ordination process (cf. 5:22) 

E. Trust in the Spirit’s work in your pastor personally – The Spirit has appropriately gifted him for 

the calling.  How is the Lord growing you through the gifting of your pastor? 

 

II. God’s Man is a Scripture-Saturated Man (4:13) 

A. “devote yourself to” (ESV)  constant practice / way of life 

1. Must be committed to Scripture and Scripture alone (cf. 1 Timothy 1:4; 4:1) 

2. Christ’s church does not need more comedians, motivational speakers, self-help gurus, pop-

psychologists, etc. behind the pulpit 

B. Refers to the reading of the text followed by teaching (doctrine, instruction) and exhortation 

(preaching, persuading, warning, encouraging, comforting) 

1. It was done in ancient Israel (Nehemiah 8:8) 

2. It was the pattern of the synagogue also (Acts 13:15; cf. Luke 4:15-21) 

3. It was also the pattern of the early church 

C. What are some ways that we can grow spiritually our pastors’ preaching of the Word?   

D. How can we learn Bible study and devotion from our pastors’ sermons?  
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III. God’s Man is an Exemplary Man (4:12) 

A. Pastor Timothy was “youthful.”  People may have been prone to “look down” on his 

youthfulness (despise, disrespect) for several reasons: 

1. Envy  He’s advancing ahead of me 

2. Pride  I’ve been around longer than him. 

3. Ignorance/prejudice  All young guys are immature 

B. Although Timothy ought to be respected due to his office, he needed to win the respect of the 

brethren (strong contrast v. 11) 

1. Where a young man lacks in life experience, he must gain respect through his godly example 

and spiritual maturity by demonstrating biblical wisdom and servant leadership 

2. John Stott: “People would not despise his youth if they could admire his example” 

3. Philip Graham Ryken: “The way to stop people from looking down on you is to make sure 

they look up to you, and the way to do that is to lead by example.” 

C. Five areas mentioned: speech, conduct, love, faith, and purity 

1. Speech and conduct, represent all that can be observed … everything we say and do 

2. Love, faith, and purity represent how we say and do 

3. Spend time with your pastor.  You can’t follow the example of a man you do not know.  

Follow his lead, and imitate his faith (cf. Hebrews 13:7).   

4. God will use an exemplary man to mold you into exemplary people.  See this as a blessing! 

 

IV. God’s Man is a Faithful Man (4:15-16) 

A. The man of God must be a man of devotion, diligence, and care 

1. 4:15  “Take pains” = “Occupy thyself’ = “Be diligent” = “Give your complete attention to” 

2. 4:15  “be absorbed in them” = “be immersed and wrapped up in these things” 

3. 4:16  “Pay close attention” = “hold fast” = “take notice” 

B. A person who pays close attention to and perseveres in BOTH doctrine and practice 

1. He is to watch over his life and doctrine equally 

2. On guard against sin and on guard against heresy 

C. Result  “your progress/advancement will be evident to all” 

1. What are some ways you can take note of and appreciate your pastor’s hard work? 

2. How can you recognize and thank your pastor for his dedication, devotion, and attentiveness? 

D. The stakes are high  The salvation of self and flock … and ultimately the glory of God 

1. Verse 16 does not imply that those who don’t persevere lose their salvation 

2. WSC Q. 88. What are the outward and ordinary means whereby Christ communicateth to us 

the benefits of redemption? Answer: The outward and ordinary means whereby Christ 

communicateth to us the benefits of redemption are, his ordinances, especially the Word, 

Sacraments, and prayer; all which are made effectual to the elect for salvation. 
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Conclusion 

A. The pastor cannot fulfill his calling apart from the congregation, and the congregation needs the 

blessings and benefits that God provides to them through their pastor 

1. God’s man is a gifted man  He is uniquely enabled and called to minister to God’s people 

2. God’s man is a Scripture-saturated man  He feeds God’s people with the bread from 

heaven and gives them the pure milk of the Word to drink 

3. God’s man is an exemplary man  His words and life reflect the gospel 

4. God’s man is a faithful man  He is committed and devoted to ushering God’s people to the 

feet of our Lord 

B. The pastor is God’s man, and you are God’s people.  God calls pastors to congregations for the 

growth of the body and ultimately the glory of Christ 

C. Ultimately God’s man points God’s people to God’s Man, Jesus Christ! 

D. See God’s man as a blessing from God for your growth and Christ’s glory 


