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A Story of Hope and Redemption 

 

I. Outline 

A. Ruth Returns to Bethlehem (chapter 1) 

1. Naomi’s family is devastated when she loses her husband and sons (1:1-5).   

a. Pattern: tragedy (famine)  respite (move to Moab)  worse tragedy (death of husband)  

respite (sons marry)  even worse tragedy (death of sons) 

b. How can we find comfort in the midst of tragedy? 

2. Ruth chooses to stay with Naomi (1:6-18)  

a. Naomi’s sad speech stands at the center (vv. 11-13), and Ruth shows amazing loyalty and 

determination (vv. 16-17) 

b. What can we learn from Ruth about loving our in-laws? 

3. Naomi and Ruth move to Bethlehem in emptiness and hopelessness (1:19-22) 

B. Ruth Meets Boaz (chapter 2)  

1. The direction of the entire book changes from hopelessness and despair to hope and joy (2:8-13) 

2. Naomi’s sadness changes to joy (2:20) 

C. Ruth Appeals to Boaz (chapter 3)  

1. Chapter climax Boaz’s acceptance of Ruth’s proposal (3:8-13) 

2. Naomi guides and instructs Ruth throughout (2:22-3:5; 3:18).  Why should we seek out mentoring 

relationships in which we can mentor others and be mentored? 

D. Ruth Marries Boaz (chapter 4) 

1. Boaz redeems Naomi’s estate and pledges to marry Ruth (4:1-12)  

a. Tension builds after the closest kinsman says that he will redeem the property (4:4c) 

b. Tension builds more when Boaz lays it all on the line (4:5) 

c. Tension is relieved when the closest kinsman declares that he cannot redeem it (4:6-8) 

2. Naomi’s family is restored (4:13-22)  

a. Even though Boaz was a descendent of the harlot Rahab and Ruth was a Moabitess, their son 

was significant in God’s promise to bring about the Messiah.  How does this story encourage you 

regarding how God can use our lives for His glory? 

b. God used the meeting of Ruth and Boaz not only to reverse the trajectory of a whole family but 

to reverse the trajectory of a whole nation.  How does this story help you to think about God’s 

providence in everyday life? 

c. The story of Ruth took place during the dark time of the Judges.  How does it teach us that God 

is at work even during the most difficult times? 

                                                 
1
 According to Jewish tradition, Samuel is the author of Ruth.  The events of the book occurred ~1120 BC (1:1; likely during 

the judgeship of Jair, cf. Judges 10:3-5) and spanned ~11-12 years.  Ruth is the only book in the Old Testament named after a non-

Jewish person and one of two books in the Bible named after a woman.  It may be an excurses to the book of Judges.  In the Hebrew 

Old Testament, Ruth is part of the Megilloth or “five scrolls” along with Song of Solomon, Esther, Ecclesiastes, and Lamentations.  
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II. Overarching Themes 

A. Gentiles grafted into the people of God (1:15-16; 2:10-12; cf. Ephesians 2:12-19).  How does this give 

us hope? 

B. Women as co-heirs with men of God’s salvation grace (2:12; cf. Galatians 3:28) 

C. Kinsman redeemer (4:14)
2
   

1. The kinsman-redeemer was to preserve the family and the land.  He could do so in the following 

ways: 

a. Buy back land sold by a poor relative or a family member who had some himself into slavery (cf. 

Leviticus 25:25, 47-49) 

b. Avenge the death of a family member (cf. Numbers 35:19-21) 

c. Levirate marriage – marrying the widow of a relative to provide an heir for the dead husband (cf. 

Deuteronomy 25:5-10) 

d. Boaz redeemed Elimelech’s property (4:9), married his widow (4:10), and fathered his heir 

(4:13, 17).  Which of the above did Jesus accomplish? 

2. The kinsman-redeemer must meet the following requirements: 

a. He was to be the closest living male relative (3:12-13; 4:3-4) 

b. He must be willing to redeem the individual (3:13; 4:4) 

c. He must be free, not in debt, and able to pay the redemption price (2:1; 4:6, 9-10) 

d. How did Jesus meet these requirements? 

3. Jesus Christ is not only a redeemer (cf. Job 19:25; Galatians 3:13; Titus 2:14); He is the ultimate 

Kinsman-Redeemer (cf. Ephesians 5:23-32; Revelation 19:7) and advocate for His redeemed people 

(Job 16:16; 1 John 2:1).   

a. What did Jesus do to demonstrate that He was the ultimate Kinsman-Redeemer? 

b. What was the redemption price that Jesus paid to purchase His bride (cf. 1 Peter 1:18-19)? 

c. How does 4:14-15 point forward to Jesus? 

d. How is Boaz redeeming Ruth a picture of Jesus redeeming us?   

e. What parallels do you see between the story of Ruth and the story of our salvation in Jesus 

Christ? 

D. God’s lovingkindness is great, and He cares for His people 

1. In what ways does the book of Ruth illustrate God’s love and faithfulness?   

2. In what ways has God provided for and been faithful to you? 

3. God keeps His promise to preserve the line of the future Messiah (Ruth 4:9-22; cf. Matthew 1:5-6).  

Will God also take care to preserve those who have been purchased and redeemed by His Son? 

 

                                                 
2
 Words build on the root word “redeem” occur 23 times in the book of Ruth.  The Hebrew word go’el (kinsman-redeemer) is 

used 13 times throughout the book. 


