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Perception and Reality (Luke 18:9-14) 

 

Introduction 

A. “Perception is reality” 

1. Why do so many people today embrace such an idea?  

2. How is this mantra self-refuting?  How would you prove it wrong? 

B. The parable of the Pharisee and the tax collector was and is meant to be a stark wake up call to those 

whose perception is out of line with reality.  In what ways was the reality of the situation was the exact 

opposite of what the people would have perceived?  What are some Scriptures that come to mind? 

C. Main Consideration: Consider of the condition of your heart before God 

 

I. The Attitude 

A. Parable directed to those who viewed others with contempt 

B. The Pharisee had an attitude of superiority.  How is it evident?  How do you think he got to be that way?  

Can you identify with him at all? 

C. The tax collector had an attitude of humility.  How is this evident?  

D. The Pharisee compared himself to man, and judged himself by his own standards while the tax collector 

compared himself to God, and judged himself by God’s standards 

E. “The Pharisee thought of others as sinners. The publican thinks of himself alone as the sinner, not of 

others at all.”  Do you see yourself as “the sinner?” 

 

II. The Approach 

A. Parable directed to those who trusted in themselves 

B. Is there any hint of repentance/faith in the Pharisee’s prayer?   

1. However, the Pharisee did not believe in a works-salvation that was totally devoid of grace.  How 

can we know? 

2. The Pharisee was right in not wanting to be a swindler, etc.  Why?  Any verses come to mind? 

3. Where did the Pharisee go wrong?  How can we ensure that we don’t do the same? 

C. The tax collector was everything that the Pharisee thanked God that he was not.  He was a swindler, and 

unjust, and a spiritual adulterer. 

1. The sinfulness of the Pharisee was hidden in the heart, but the unrighteousness of the tax collector 

was plain to see.  Which is better and why? 

D. How was the tax collector approach differenct from that of the Pharisee 

E. So the tax collector was both humble and repentant, but did he have faith?  Should we assume that he 

was justified simply because he was sorry?  If so, than where is the gospel in this parable? 

F. Is repentance/faith a one-time thing? 
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III. The Aftermath 

A. Again, the parable was meant to be shocking 

1. At the end of the day a swindler and thief went home justified 

2. The one who viewed others with contempt and thanked God that he was not like others.  Ironically, 

he IS the other 

3. In fact, all of the things he thanked God for were descriptive of his own heart. 

4. The tax collector’s heart was transformed into a humble, repentant, and believing heart 

B. The tax collector went home justified, and the Pharisee went home lost.   

1. Although both were members of the covenant, it is not true that both were saved 

2. Just as standing in a garage does not make you a car, being a son of the covenant outwardly does 

makes no one a true child of God, and performing religious rituals and good works does not produce 

righteousness.   

3. Only those with true faith in Jesus Christ are justified before God and counted as righteous.  

C. Here we have the great reversal – Exalt  humbled; Humble  exalted 

 

Conclusion 

A. Jesus told this parable to those who trusted in themselves as righteous and looked down on others.   

B. His message was to trust in the righteousness of Christ and look to Him in humble, repentant faith. 

C. These two men represent two very different attitudes, two very different approaches, and two very 

different outcomes 

1. One was thankful for himself; the other despised himself 

2. One compared himself to others; the other compared himself to God 

3. One saw himself as righteous; the other saw himself as a sinner 

4. One was content with self; the other cried out for mercy 

5. One exalted himself; the other humbled himself  

6. One looked to himself in faith; the other looked to Christ in faith 

7. One went home justified; the other did not 

D. Jesus shocked the people with this story.  Pharisees were viewed as religious and tax collectors were 

viewed as scum.  In this case, perception WAS NOT reality! 

1. Christ’s words cut deep and called for a complete reversal 

2. His audience identified with the Pharisee.  Who will you identify with? 

E. Main Consideration: Consider of the condition of your heart before God 


