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Lessons from the Fiery Furnace 
Daniel 3:1-30 

 

I. The  Circumstances (vv. 1-7) 

A. Note the power and clout of the world system that was antithetical to God 

B. All of the people were “yes men” and simply went along with the momentum 

C. How is our world similar?  How is it different?  What can we do about it? 

 

II. The Complaint (vv. 8-12) 

A. Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego were different 

B. They did what was right in the eyes of the Lord and maintained their integrity and their 

testimony regardless of how alone they stood 

C. Their testimony was clear, and others noticed their devotion to God and His Word 

D. What are some ways in which Christians are to be different than the world?  How can we 

be sure that our testimony is clear?  What could happen as a result? 

 

III. The Confrontation (vv. 13-18) 

A. The three were given the opportunity to reconsider their actions and compromise 

B. Even more, they were severely threatened in order to help them make up their minds 

C. Their response was one of boldness, bravery, and unshakable spiritual integrity 

D. How can we stand up in difficult times?  How can we help each other? 

 

IV. The Consequence (vv. 19-23) 

A. The King “threw the book at them” 

B. The punishment was worse than that which was threatened 

C. How should we, as Christians, think about consequences?  How can we prepare ourselves 

for potential consequences without eliciting fear, worry, panic, etc.? 
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V. The Conclusion (vv. 24-30) 

A. Christ came to minister to them 

B. Everyone witnessed the event and was amazed 

C. Nebuchadnezzar gave glory to God 

D. The effect impacted the entire nation 

E. How can we know that it was Christ who ministered to them?  How does this part of the 

story encourage us with respect to our ordinary lives? 

 

VI. The Carry Over (i.e., application for today) 

A. The Old Testament contains many physical pictures of New Testament spiritual realities 

B. Christ ministers to His flock via the Holy Spirit (strength, comfort, etc.) 

C. They were not harmed physically; Christ will preserve you spiritually 

D. Putting your trust in Him is key.  This is how you will prosper 

E. The Puritans used “blessed New Year” to mean: “I wish you that genuine happiness that 

flows from God sanctifying to your soul whatever afflictions He deems fitting, in His 

inscrutable sovereignty, to place upon you this year.” (via Joel Beeke) 

F. How can we trust Christ in difficult times?  What can we do to strengthen our 

perspective?  What tools has God given us? 


