
LBF, 10/8/2015 

 

1 

 

Gospel of John 
Introduction 

 

I. Author 

A. Written by John the son of Zebedee, who refers to himself as “the disciple whom Jesus 

loved” (21:24) 

B. Who is the ultimate Author and why does it matter? 

 

II. Purpose 

A. The gospel is evangelistic.  It was written for the expressly stated purpose of leading people 

to salvation and eternal life through faith in Jesus, the Christ and Son of God (20:30-31). 

1. The word “believe” is used approximately 100 times (more than double of each 

Synoptic).  Is an evangelistic gospel unprofitable for those who are already believers? 

2. “Setting out to find a gospel-focus in John’s Gospel might seem like the ‘challenge’ of 

finding a mountain in a photo montage of the Swiss Alps—an exercise in the obvious. 

Yet there is a great difference between holding a travel brochure in your hand and 

actually standing at the base of the Alps. It is the difference between pleasant thoughts 

and soul-gripping wonder; a curious imagination and awe-fueled adoration; being well 

studied, and being knee-buckling stunned. John’s Gospel is written not just to inform our 

minds but to inflame our hearts … From his prologue to his epilogue, John sets out to 

answer two primary questions: ‘Who is Jesus?’ and ‘What has Jesus come into this 

world to accomplish?’ John fixes our eyes on Jesus himself, the very embodiment of the 

gospel.” (Gospel Transformation Bible, Introduction to the Gospel of John) 

B. In order to lead people to faith, John presents: 

1. A selection of Messianic (cf. 20:30-31) signs performed by Jesus: 

a. First half of the book: water into wine (2:1-11); raising the official’s son (4:56-54); 

healing the lame man (5:1-15); feeding the 5,000 (6:5-13); walking on water (6:16-

21); restoring sight to the blind man (9:1-7); the raising of Lazarus (11:1-44) 

b. Second half of the book: the ultimate Messianic sign (Resurrection); overwhelming 

catch of fish (21:1-14) 

c. Should we be looking for signs today?  Why or why not?  What is the danger? 

2. A selection of witnesses:  

a. The Scriptures; John the Baptist; Andrew; Philip; Nathaniel; Jesus Christ Himself; 

God the Father; the Spirit; the works of Christ; the author of the gospel account 

b. Who should be witnesses for Christ, church leadership?  Missionaries?  Others? 

c. In what ways would you like others to pray for you to be a better witness for the 

Lord Jesus Christ?  Who else should we be praying for?  
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III. Simple Outline 

A. Prologue (1:1-18) 

B. Public ministry (1-12) 

C. Passion week (13-19) 

D. Resurrection (20-21) 

 

IV. Style 

A. Employs quotations from and allusions to the Old Testament 

B. The gospel employs symbolism and pictures to communicate the truth of the gospel 

1. Contrasts used: light/darkness, love/hate, true/false, life/death, from above/below 

2. Christ is pictured as light, bread, water, a door, a shepherd, etc.  

3. Christ’s symbolic statements were sometimes misunderstood when taken literally (3:3–

8; 4:10–15; 4:31–38; 6:47–58; 7:33–36; 8:21–30; 8:31–47; 8:56–58; 11:11–15) 

4. How do we benefit from the symbolism in the book? 

C. Different from the Synoptic gospels (Matthew, Mark, and Luke) in that:  

1. John provides a large amount of unique material not recorded in the other gospels (e.g., 

water into wine miracle, Nicodemus / woman at well conversations, raising of Lazarus) 

2. John does not include material in the Synoptic gospels, such as parables, the Lord’s 

Supper, or an account of Christ’s birth, baptism, temptation, transfiguration, or ascension  

3. John is the most theological of the gospels (e.g., the prologue, more teaching, detail on 

the Holy Spirit) 

4. John is more exact in indicating time/place 

5. John’s main topic is not the kingdom but the King 

 

V. Key Themes 

A. The identity of Jesus  God (1:1-2), pre-existent (8:58), having supernatural knowledge 

(1:48), as the Messiah and Son of God (4:25-26), the Great “I Am” (8:24; 13:19), the giver 

of eternal life, the fulfillment of Jewish festivals and institutions 

B. The unity of the Father, Son, and Spirit in the work of revelation and redemption 

C. God’s sovereignty in salvation 

D. Eschatology: the present and future aspects of God’s kingdom, resurrection, judgment 

E. The necessity for personal faith in Jesus Christ 

F. Union with Christ and His people 

G. The call to believers to continue the work of Christ on the earth 

H. Which theme(s) are most impactful to you?  Why? 


