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Christ, God with Us 
John 1:1-18 

 

I. Christ, the Eternal Word (vv. 1-4) 

A. We need to begin with the end in mind – Purpose of the book is that we might have eternal life 

(John 20:31).  In what ways does this help us in our reading of John?  How does this help us to 

understand the way John begin his book?  What does Christ’s deity have to do with eternal life? 

B. There are several parallels between these verses and Genesis 1:1-3 (cf. Psalm 33:6; Hebrews 

11:3).  What parallels do you see?  How is the Trinity seen in both Genesis 1 and Psalm 33? 

C. “and the Word was God” (v. 1) – Christ, the eternal Son of God, is God (cf. v. 14) 

1. The imperfect tense (continuity in the past) implies Christ’s eternal existence (cf. v. 15) 

2. How is wisdom personified in Christ (Proverbs 8:22-36; Colossians 2:3)? 

D. “was with God” / “was God” (v. 1) – Identification and distinction, unity and diversity 

1. Christ had face-to-face fellowship with the Father in heaven (v. 2, cf. v. 18) 

2. Christianity is the only religion that is monotheistic (one God) but believes that God exists 

in three persons.  Given this, is it possible for any other religion to worship the same God? 

3. Christianity is the only religion that is monotheistic and also recognizes relationships that 

have existed from eternity past (e.g., God has loved eternally).  What implications does this 

have for us?  How does knowing this help us relate to others? 

E. Christ can’t be a created being, because He created all things (v. 3; cf. Colossians 1:16-17; 

Hebrews 1:2).  How does this fact humble us?  Why could Jesus not save if He was created? 

F. Christ can’t be a created being, because He is the source of life (v. 4) 

1. Life is in Him, both biological (Greek: bios) and spiritual (Greek: zoe) 

2. John uses the term “life” more than any other author.  The term is found more often in the 

gospel of John than any other book (cf. 5:26; 6:48; 8:12; 11:25). 

 

II. Christ, the True Light (vv. 4-9) 

A. The darkness did not “comprehend” the Light (v. 5).  It could also be translated as “overcome.”  

The context supports the former.  In what ways do we struggle to comprehend God? 

B. Verses 6-8 present John the Baptist as a witness to the light.  In what ways is John contrasted to 

Christ?  What was the goal of John’s mission?  How was John’s mission similar and different 

to ours?  In what ways do you try to reflect God to an unbelieving world in your daily walk? 

C. Christ, the true light, “enlightens every man” (v. 9) 

1. Given the verses that follow, this cannot mean that every person will receive Him 

2. The idea being communicated is likely that Christ, the true light, uncovers the motives of 

people’s hearts (cf. 1 Corinthians 4:5) 

3. When the light of Christ shines upon people, they either run from it or into it, depending on 

the condition of their heart (cf. 3:19-21; 8:12; 12:35-46) 
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III. Christ, the Savior of the World (vv. 10-14) 

A. The world did not know Him, and His own people, the Jews, did not receive (i.e., rejected) Him 

(vv. 10-11; cf. 12:37).  This was true despite the fact that the entire Old Testament pointed to 

Him. 

1. By contrast, those who do receive Christ become adopted children of God (v. 12) 

2. Note that, by definition, people are not naturally children of God and not every person 

should be considered as a child of God.  Here, the “children of God” are believers only (cf. 

8:38-44).  One becomes a child of God through re-creation, not creation only.  How can we 

grow in compassion for unbelievers, knowing that they are not children of God? 

B. To become adopted children of God (v. 12), one must: 

1. Receive Christ / believe in His name (v. 12) – Receiving Christ implies humbly welcoming 

Him as Savior and submitting to Him as Lord.  Believing in Him includes both repentance 

and personal trust.  His name represents the totality of His person and work. 

2. Be born again (v. 13) – Physical birth/genealogy (born of blood), human decision/effort 

(will of the flesh), and human passion/desire (will of man) are not enough (cf. 3:3; Romans 

9:16) – the new birth is a gift of God’s grace, not our own doing 

3. How would you direct someone to receive Christ?  How would you explain what it means 

to receive and believe? 

C. “And the Word became flesh” (v. 14) 

1. This verse is the most concise statement of the incarnation found in Scripture 

2. The eternal Son did not cease being God but took upon Himself a human nature at the 

incarnation (cf. Philippians 2:6-7) and lived among us as both God and man in one person! 

3. Jesus is not part God and part man but fully God and fully man (cf. Colossians 2:9).  Why 

was it important for Him to be fully man? 

D. “and dwelt among us” (v. 14) – Literally “tabernacle among us”   

1. God dwelt among the Israelites in the tabernacle (cf. Exodus 25:8-9; 33:7) and later the 

temple (2 Chronicles 29:6; Ezra 6:12; Matthew 23:21) 

2. God promised to dwell among His people (cf. Leviticus 26:11-12) and fulfilled that promise 

in the New Covenant first in the physical presence of Jesus Christ then through the Holy 

Spirit (cf. 1 Corinthians 3:16; 2 Corinthians 6:16) 

3. In what ways did the coming of Christ fulfill Old Testament symbolism? 

E. “His glory, glory as of the only begotten from the Father” (v. 14) 

1. John may be reflecting on seeing the glorious manifestations of God in the Old testament 

(e.g., Exodus 33:22; Numbers 14:10; Deuteronomy 5:22) versus seeing Christ in His glory 

at the transfiguration 

2. Jesus was the “only begotten” in the sense that He was unique or “one and only Son.”  In 

what ways is Jesus unique and different from us (cf. v. 18; 6:46)? 

3. Jesus uniquely is the radiance of the glory of God (cf. Hebrews 1:3) 
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IV. Christ, the Fullness of God (vv. 15-18) 

A. Christians receive “His fullness.”  He heaps on us “grace upon grace” (v. 16) as waves 

repeatedly and progressively rush to the ocean shores.  How has the Lord continually blessed 

your life?  How are you encouraged, knowing that God gives you a constant supply of grace? 

B. Verse 17, at first glance, appears to present a contrast between grace and truth.  However, grace 

and truth both existed in the Old Testament (e.g., Exodus 34:6).   

1. Thus, the relationship is not one of absolute contrast but one of shadow (Law) and 

substance (Christ).  The grace and truth seen in the Law find their fullness in Jesus Christ! 

2. The Law pointed to Christ but was not Christ.  It was not designed to provide grace and 

truth but to point to the One who does (cf. Galatians 3:24; Romans 3:21-22). 

3. In the same way, Christ is greater than Moses (cf. 1 Timothy 2:5). 

4. Given all of this, how is the Old Testament useful to the Christian? 

C. The prologue closes with a powerful statement regarding the greatness and fullness of Christ 

(v. 18) 

1. The Bible speaks of times previous where there was a famine of the Word (cf. Amos 8:11), 

revelation was rare (cf. 1 Samuel 3:1), there was no vision and the people perished (cf. 

Proverbs 29:18).   

2. Now, Christ has come to make God known (as the Word, He explains the Father). 

3. Christ, the full expression of God, has gone back to heaven.  Are we now at a disadvantage, 

because we cannot see Him (cf. 4:48; 6:30 and Mark 15:32 versus John 11:40)?  What 

advantage do we have (cf. 20:25-31; 1 Peter 1:8)? 


