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Bring on the Witnesses! 
John 1:19-51 

 

I. The Witness of John the Baptist (1:19-36) 

A. Who was John the Baptist? 

1. Who he was not  John eagerly confessed that he was not the Christ/Messiah (v. 20)  

His confession was emphatic. Why?  How is it different than that of Jesus (4:25-26)? 

2. Cousin of Jesus (Luke 1:36), six months older than Jesus (Luke 1:26) 

3. The one who would come in the spirit and power of Elijah (Luke 1:17; Malachi 4:5; 

Matthew 11:14; 17:9-13).  Here (1:21), John denied that he was Elijah, because they 

were expecting Elijah to literally return to announce the Day of the Lord. 

4. Prophetic forerunner of Jesus (v. 23; cf. Matthew 3:1-3; 11:9-10; Luke 1:17) 

5. The one who would baptize in water to manifest Christ (vv. 26, 31-34) 

a. The Lord revealed to him that the Christ would be the one on whom the Spirit 

descends upon from heaven and remains (cf. Matthew 1:16-17) 

b. John revealed him to others through his testimony (cf. Acts 19:4) 

6. In what ways can we follow the example of John?  He had a clear understanding of his 

mission, rock solid integrity, and an unshakable commitment to His Lord.   

B. John was the first of many witnesses presented in the gospel.  He spoke of Christ in various 

ways.  What did John say about Christ in the following verses? 

1. 1:27  Comes after John; greater than John 

2. 1:29  Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world (also v. 36; per Isaiah 53 and 

Passover; cf. Revelation 7:14)  Christ is the ultimate atoning sacrifice for sins 

3. 1:30  Greater rank than John; existed before John (cf. v. 15) 

4. 1:32  Anointed with the Spirit (cf. Isaiah 11:2; 61:1-3) 

5. 1:33  Baptizes in the Holy Spirit 

6. 1:34  The Son of God 

C. He endeavors to fix all eyes on Christ, not Himself (vv. 26-27; 29-30; 34-36) 

1. How did John demonstrate humility?  How did he contrast himself to Christ?  In what 

ways can we apply this to ourselves? 

2. John did not want the limelight (“I am the voice,” “I baptize with water,” cf. 3:28-31) 

How can we get ourselves out of the way so that people can fix their eyes on Christ? 

3. John was successful in transitioning two disciples to Jesus (v. 37) but was not successful 

with all of his disciples (cf. Matthew 11:2).  What makes the difference between success 

and failure in evangelism?  What is our job (v. 34)? 

 

  



LBF, 5/5/2016 

 

2 

 

II. The Witness of Christ’s Disciples (1:37-51) 

A. Verse 37 marks a transition from the ministry of John to the ministry of Christ 

B. The witnesses include: Peter’s brother Andrew (v. 40); another disciple, believed to be John 

(v. 40); Simon Peter (vv. 41-42); Philip (v. 43); Nathaniel/Bartholomew (v. 45) 

C. Christ is described as: 

1. Rabbi/Teacher (v. 38).  Discipleship entails a close, personal relationship with Christ as 

Master and Lord 

2. Messiah/Christ (v. 41) 

3. The one of whom Moses and the Prophets wrote (v. 45) – He is the fulfillment of the 

entirety of Scripture (cf. 5:39), including the substance to which all types and shadows 

pointed (v. 29) 

4. Omniscient (v.  48) 

5. The Son of God and King of Israel (v. 49; cf. Matthew 27:42-43) – These are two ways 

of referring to Jesus as the promised Messiah (Psalm 2:6-7) 

6. The Son of Man and ladder to between God and men (v. 51; cf. Genesis 28:12; 1 

Timothy 2:5; Hebrews 10:19-20).  We could never climb our way to God, so God, in 

Christ, came to us. 

D. Notice that Jesus calls people to Himself (v. 43), not religion, etc. 

E. What type of devotion to Christ is exhibited by these first disciples?  Left their 

teacher/master for Christ (v. 37); followed Christ as disciples (v. 38); introduced others to 

Christ (vv. 41-42).   

F. What are some ways in which these disciples introduced others to Christ?  What can we 

learn from them? 


