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An Amazing Foretaste 
John 2:1-12 

 

I. Christ’s First Sign 

A. The signs in John’s gospel serve to reveal who Jesus is and point people to Him (cf. 20:30-

31).   

B. One way they do this is by demonstrating one or more of the claims about Christ from the 

prologue (v. 18).  What aspect of the prologue is revealed about Christ in His first sign? 

 

II. Christ’s Timing (vv. 1-5, 12) 

A. “The third day” (v. 1) – after the His encounter with Nathaniel (1:43-51).  This is the 

culmination of the narration of an entire week of ministry (cf. 1:29, 35, 43). 

B. Jesus and His disciples were invited to the wedding, along with His immediate family (vv. 

1-2, 12; cf. Matthew 13:55-56).
1
  How should we think about our social occasions as an 

opportunity for ministry?  What does this account teach about our mission fields? 

C. “the wine ran out” (v. 3) – a significant problem for a wedding in that day.  Where did Mary 

look in a time of need?  What can we learn from this? 

D. “woman” (v. 4) – a courteous and respectful address, but nevertheless a rebuke 

1. Jesus never broke the 5
th

 commandment.
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2. How does language and culture sometimes make it more difficult for us to properly 

interpret Scripture?  What can we do to help ourselves? 

E. “my hour has not yet come” (v. 4) – He will not publically manifest His glory until the 

proper time. 

1. Timing is very important in John’s gospel (cf. 7:6, 8, 30; 8:20; 12:23, 27; 13:1; 17:1) 

2. Although Jesus’ response initially looks like a denial of Mary’s request, she anticipates 

action yet respects His authority (v. 5).  What does this teach us about prayer? 

3. In this interaction, Jesus establishes His role and Mary’s in relation to one another. 

4. We are called to do what Christ says, even when we don’t understand (v. 5).  Why is this 

sometimes difficult for us?  How can we grow in this area? 

 

III. Christ’s Generosity (vv. 6-11) 

A. Christ’s first miracle was one of abundance –  120-180 gallons of wine (v.v. 6-7).  What 

significance does this have with regard to our salvation? 

                                                 
1
 Matthew 13:55-56  "Is not this the carpenter's son? Is not His mother called Mary, and His brothers, James 

and Joseph and Simon and Judas?  
56

 "And His sisters, are they not all with us? Where then did this man get all these 

things?" 
2
 Exodus 20:12  "Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be prolonged in the land which the 

LORD your God gives you. 
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B. This miracle reminds us that God can create from nothing (cf. 1:3; Genesis 1:3; Romans 

4:17b)
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C. This miracle points to the marriage supper of the Lamb (cf. Revelation 19:6-9)
4
 and to 

Christ as the ultimate bridegroom (cf. 3:29; 2 Corinthians 11:2b; Ephesians 5:25-32)
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D. Christ saved the best wine for last (v. 10), which reminds us of the New Covenant 

1. The depletion of wine at the wedding symbolized the spiritual barrenness of Israel. 

2. Wine, a sign of joy and God’s blessing (cf. Psalm 104:15; Proverbs 3:10),
6
 was often 

used to depict the greatness of the New Covenant (cf. Joel 3:18; Amos 9:13-14; Jeremiah 

31:12).
7
  The New Covenant is the fulfillment of all of the previous covenants and is a 

better covenant (cf. Hebrews 7:22; 8:6),
8
 yet even the New Covenant is only a foretaste 

of the marriage supper of the Lamb. 

3. Why do some people look elsewhere for meaning and purpose and think that they can 

“save the best for last” and trust Christ on their death bed?  Why does it matter now? 

 

E. Christ’s Impact (v. 11) 

1. Although it was not His time to manifest Himself publically, He manifested Himself to 

His disciples and they believed 

2. Others also professed faith in Him as a result of this and other signs (cf. 2:23)  

3. How has Christ revealed His glory to you?  Why do you believe in Him?  What 

difference does it make in your life? 

                                                 
3
 Genesis 1:3  Then God said, "Let there be light"; and there was light.  Romans 4:17b … God, who gives life 

to the dead and calls into being that which does not exist. 
4
 Revelation 19:6-9  Then I heard something like the voice of a great multitude and like the sound of many 

waters and like the sound of mighty peals of thunder, saying, "Hallelujah! For the Lord our God, the Almighty, reigns.  
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"Let us rejoice and be glad and give the glory to Him, for the marriage of the Lamb has come and His bride has made 

herself ready." … 
9
 Then he said to me, "Write, 'Blessed are those who are invited to the marriage supper of the Lamb.'" 

And he said to me, "These are true words of God." 
5
 2 Corinthians 11:2  For I am jealous for you with a godly jealousy; for I betrothed you to one husband, so 

that to Christ I might present you as a pure virgin.  Ephesians 5:25-32  Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also 

loved the church and gave Himself up for her,  
26

 so that He might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of 

water with the word,  
27

 that He might present to Himself the church in all her glory, having no spot or wrinkle or any 

such thing; but that she would be holy and blameless … 
32

 This mystery is great; but I am speaking with reference to 

Christ and the church. 
6
 Psalm 104:15  And wine which makes man's heart glad, So that he may make his face glisten with oil …  

Proverbs 3:10  So your barns will be filled with plenty And your vats will overflow with new wine. 
7
 Joel 3:18  And in that day The mountains will drip with sweet wine, And the hills will flow with milk ….  

Amos 9:13-14  "Behold, days are coming," declares the LORD, "When the plowman will overtake the reaper And the 

treader of grapes him who sows seed; When the mountains will drip sweet wine And all the hills will be dissolved.  
14

 

"Also I will restore the captivity of My people Israel, And they will rebuild the ruined cities and live in them; They will 

also plant vineyards and drink their wine, And make gardens and eat their fruit.  Jeremiah 31:12  "They will come and 

shout for joy on the height of Zion, And they will be radiant over the bounty of the LORD-- Over the grain and the new 

wine and the oil, And over the young of the flock and the herd; And their life will be like a watered garden, And they 

will never languish again. 
8
 Hebrews 7:22  so much the more also Jesus has become the guarantee of a better covenant.  Hebrews 8:6  

But now He has obtained a more excellent ministry, by as much as He is also the mediator of a better covenant, which 

has been enacted on better promises. 


