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1-2 Kings
1
 

From Glory to Captivity 

 

 

I. Outline 

A. Solomon’s reign as king (1 Kings 1-11) 

1. Solomon, the ruler (1-4) 

2. The building and consecration of the temple (5:1 – 9:9) 

a. The building of Solomon’s house (7:1-12) 

b. The consecration of the temple (8:1 – 9:9) 

i. What kinds of requests did Solomon make? 

ii. What does the rededication of the people mean for us?   

iii. Why is it significant that the obedience that Solomon called for was to be 

motivated by God’s grace?  

3. Solomon’s glory beginning to fade (9:10-10:29) 

4. Solomon’s apostasy and downfall (11:1-43) 

B. The first seven kings of the Israel (1 Kings 12-16) 

C. Elijah’s ministry in Israel (1 Kings 17- 2 Kings 1) 

D. Elisha’s ministry in Israel (2 Kings 2-13) 

E. Final seven kings of Israel and its fall (2 Kings 14-17) 

1. Exile of Israel at the hands of Assyria in 722 BC (2 Kings 17) 

2. Read 2 Kings 17:1-23, 34-41.  What did the people do wrong?  What was at the root 

of their problem?  What should they have done? 

3. How does sin progress and grow?  What are some of the potential consequences of 

persistent sin? How can we avoid this in our lives? 

F. Hezekiah, the final seven kings of Judah, and its fall (2 Kings 18-25)
2
 

 

  

                                                 
1
 According to Jewish tradition, 1-2 Kings was written by Jeremiah the prophet.  It covers the history of 

God’s people from the reign of Solomon to the beginning of the Babylonian exile (~ 970-586 BC).  Elisha stands at 

the center of the literary structure.  The book was written after the people of God were exiled from the Promised 

Land.  It demonstrates that God did not fail but righteously punished the people for their covenant breaking. 
2
 The first deportation took place in 605 BC when Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon defeated the Egyptian-

Assyrian coalition at the battle of Carchemish.  Daniel was deported at this time.  The second deportation took place 

in 597 BC.  Ezekiel was deported at this time.  The third deportation and final fall of Judah occurred in 586 BC. 
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II. Themes 

A. God is the Sovereign King who both appoints kings and removes them 

1. Adonijah tried to exalt himself as king (1 Kings 1:5-10).  From a human perspective, 

he was the most likely candidate.  He was the oldest living male child, was handsome, 

and had the support of many important individuals (cf. 1 Samuel 16:7).
3
  What were 

some problems with his approach? 

2. Nathan and Bathsheba petition David for Solomon to become king (1 Kings 1:11-27).  

From a human perspective, Solomon’s credentials were not great.  He was born as a 

result of a scandal of adultery and murder (cf. 2 Samuel 11-12).  However, his claim 

to the kingship was given to Him by God (cf. 1 Kings 2:12, 15, 24) and promised by 

his father (1 Kings 1:17, 30).  How does the contrast between Solomon and Adonijah 

picture our salvation (cf. Romans 9:30-10:4)?
4
 

3. Solomon is anointed king (1 Kings 1:28-53).  What other account do verses 32-40 

remind you of?  Note that Solomon showed grace to his brother (v. 53). 

4. Due to Solomon’s disobedience, God removed the majority of the kingdom from his 

dynasty (1 Kings 11:11-14, 23).  God also brought about the turn of events that would 

thrust Jeroboam into kingship over the northern tribes (1 Kings 12:15, 20, 24). 

5. Although God is sovereign, He uses means to accomplish His ordained ends. 

a. What can we learn from Solomon’s prayer of dedication about the temple, Law, 

Gentiles, forgiveness, etc. (8:22-53; cf. Matthew 21:13; Genesis 12:1-3; Galatians 

3:8-9; Matthew 28:18-20)?
5
  What can we learn from his benediction about God’s 

promises, rest, etc. (vv. 54-61)? 

b. Read Hezekiah’s prayers in 2 Kings 19:14-19 and 20:1-3.  What can we learn 

about prayer from Hezekiah?  What can we learn from the Lord’s answer (19:32-

35 and 20:4-6)? 

                                                 
3
 1 Samuel 16:7  But the LORD said to Samuel, "Do not look at his appearance or at the height of his 

stature, because I have rejected him; for God sees not as man sees, for man looks at the outward appearance, but the 

LORD looks at the heart." 
4
 Romans 9:30 - 10:4  What shall we say then? That Gentiles, who did not pursue righteousness, attained 

righteousness, even the righteousness which is by faith;  
31

 but Israel, pursuing a law of righteousness, did not arrive 

at that law.  
32

 Why? Because they did not pursue it by faith, but as though it were by works. They stumbled over the 

stumbling stone,  
33

 just as it is written, "BEHOLD, I LAY IN ZION A STONE OF STUMBLING … HE WHO 

BELIEVES IN HIM WILL NOT BE DISAPPOINTED." … 
10:3

 For not knowing about God's righteousness and 

seeking to establish their own, they did not subject themselves to the righteousness of God.  
4
 For Christ is the end of 

the law for righteousness to everyone who believes. 
5
 Matthew 21:13  And He said to them, "It is written, 'MY HOUSE SHALL BE CALLED A HOUSE OF 

PRAYER' … Genesis 12:1-3  Now the LORD said to Abram, "Go forth from your country … To the land which I 

will show you;  
2
 And I will make you a great nation, And I will bless you, And make your name great; And so you 

shall be a blessing;  
3
 And I will bless those who bless you, And the one who curses you I will curse. And in you all 

the families of the earth will be blessed."  Galatians 3:8-9  The Scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the 

Gentiles by faith, preached the gospel beforehand to Abraham, saying, "ALL THE NATIONS WILL BE BLESSED 

IN YOU."  
9
 So then those who are of faith are blessed with Abraham, the believer.  Matthew 28:18-20  And Jesus 

came up and spoke to them, saying, "All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth.  
19

 "Go therefore 

and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit,  
20

 

teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age." 
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B. Yahweh is the one true God who demands exclusive worship and punishes false worship 

1. Solomon married foreign wives and allowed people to sacrifice on high places while, 

at the same time, building the house of God (1 Kings 3:1-3; cf. Deuteronomy 7:3-4; 

12:5-6).
6
  Solomon violated every aspect of the command for kings in Deuteronomy 

17:16-17 (1 Kings 10:26-29; 11:1-4).
7
  These compromises eventually led him into 

full-blown apostasy (1 Kings 11:5-8).  What types of things divide our hearts (cf. 

11:4) and lure us away from God?  Why is it dangerous to allow any sin to creep into 

our lives?  What do we learn about our weaknesses? 

2. Jeroboam was told that God would tear the kingdom out of the hands of Solomon, 

because he led the people into idolatry (1 Kings 11:29-33).  Nevertheless, Jeroboam 

did the same thing (1 Kings 12:26-33).  What was at the heart of Jeroboam’s sin?  

What makes idolatry attractive?  In how many ways did he break the second 

commandment?  How can we be sure to not sin in the way of Jeroboam? 

3. Asa did right except not removing the high places (1 Kings 15:11-14).  The same was 

true for Jehoshaphat (1 Kings 22:42-43), Jehoash (2 Kings 12:2-3), Amaziah (2 Kings 

14:1-4), Azariah (2 Kings 15:1-4), and Jotham (2 Kings 15:32-35).  However, 

Hezekiah was a breath of fresh air (2 Kings 18:1-7), yet even he had his flaws (2 

Kings 20:16-19).  Yet Josiah surpassed him (2 Kings 23:1-3, 21-15).  Why did God 

give specific prescriptions for worship (Deuteronomy 12:13-14)
8
 and enforce the 

narrowness of His prescriptions (Deuteronomy 12:32)?
9
 

4. Elijah called for the people to no longer limp between two opinions (1 Kings 18:20-

40) then slayed their idols.  What are some ways that we are double-hearted?  What 

should we do to address this problem?  How can we guard our hearts?   

5. Elisha’s servant Gehazi desired to gain money from Elisha’s healing of Naaman (2 

Kings 5:15-27).  In what ways did Gehazi misunderstand the nature of God’s grace?  

What danger exists for us to take our eyes off of Christ and focus on other things?  

How can we guard ourselves? 

  

                                                 
6
 Deuteronomy 7:3-4  "Furthermore, you shall not intermarry with them; you shall not give your daughters 

to their sons, nor shall you take their daughters for your sons.  
4
 "For they will turn your sons away from following 

Me to serve other gods; then the anger of the LORD will be kindled against you and He will quickly destroy you.  

Deuteronomy 12:5-6  "But you shall seek the LORD at the place which the LORD your God will choose from all 

your tribes, to establish His name there for His dwelling, and there you shall come.  
6
 "There you shall bring your 

burnt offerings, your sacrifices, your tithes, the contribution of your hand, your votive offerings, your freewill 

offerings, and the firstborn of your herd and of your flock. 
7
 Deuteronomy 17:16-17  "Moreover, he shall not multiply horses for himself, nor shall he cause the 

people to return to Egypt to multiply horses, since the LORD has said to you, 'You shall never again return that 

way.'  
17

 "He shall not multiply wives for himself, or else his heart will turn away; nor shall he greatly increase silver 

and gold for himself. 
8
 Deuteronomy 12:13-14  "Be careful that you do not offer your burnt offerings in every cultic place you 

see,  
14

 but in the place which the LORD chooses in one of your tribes, there you shall offer your burnt offerings, 

and there you shall do all that I command you. 
9
 Deuteronomy 12:32   "Whatever I command you, you shall be careful to do; you shall not add to nor take 

away from it. 
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C. Wisdom (1 Kings 2:6; 3:5-15; 4:29-34) 

1. In what ways was Solomon’s request virtuous? 

2. Why is it significant that Solomon understood that wisdom comes from God (cf. 

Proverbs 2:6; James 1:5)?
10

 

3. Did Solomon’s wisdom guarantee that he would always obey God or that he would 

act wisely in all matters? 

4. What was his first act of wisdom? 

5. What was significant about his second act of wisdom (1 Kings 3:16-28)? 

6. What can we learn from his third recorded act of wisdom (1 Kings 5:7, 13)? 

7. Why is it important to desire wisdom with unselfish motives? 

8. Why does the pursuit of riches leave you dissatisfied?  How can we seek first God’s 

kingdom and righteousness (cf. Matthew 6:33)?
11

 

D. The Lord’s generosity with His grace. 

1. In 2 Kings 5:1-27, the prophet of the Lord healed Naaman, the commander of the 

Syrian army.  How does this demonstrate God’s generosity?  What does this teach us 

regarding how we should be gracious toward others? 

2. In 2 Kings 6:15-17 the Lord opened Elisha’s servant to see the angelic protection that 

God placed around them.  In what ways are our fears and anxieties a result of spiritual 

unawareness and over attention to the physical?  In what ways has God revealed His 

invisible Kingdom to us?  What does all of this have to do with faith? 

3. In 2 Kings 13:1-6, Jehoahaz seeks the Lord for mercy when in trouble.  The Lord 

graciously answered his prayer by sending a deliverer.  However, he and the people 

of Israel did not respond by turning from sin but by persisting in it.  How can we 

avoid this type of hard-heartedness toward God and His grace? 

4. In 2 Kings 19:9-18, Elijah feels like the only remaining believer, but the Lord ensures 

Him that he is not (cf. Romans 11:3-4).
12

  How is this an encouragement to us? 

 

  

                                                 
10

 Proverbs 2:6  For the LORD gives wisdom; From His mouth come knowledge and understanding.  

James 1:5  But if any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all generously and without reproach, 

and it will be given to him. 
11

 Matthew 6:33  "But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness, and all these things will be added to 

you. 
12

 Romans 11:3-4  "Lord, THEY HAVE KILLED YOUR PROPHETS, THEY HAVE TORN DOWN 

YOUR ALTARS, AND I ALONE AM LEFT, AND THEY ARE SEEKING MY LIFE."  
4
 But what is the divine 

response to him? "I HAVE KEPT for Myself SEVEN THOUSAND MEN WHO HAVE NOT BOWED THE KNEE 

TO BAAL." 



LBF, 7/7/2016 

 

5 

 

III. Christ in Kings 

A. Covenant fulfillment 

1. The Abrahamic Covenant was partially fulfilled by Solomon (1 Kings 4:20-25; cf. 

Genesis 22:17)
13

 but ultimately fulfilled by Christ (Galatians 3:29; Revelation 7:9; 

19:1)
14

 

2. The Davidic Covenant was partially fulfilled by Solomon (1 Kings 2:1-4, 45; 5:5) but 

ultimately fulfilled by Christ (Luke 1:32-33; Acts 2:30-31)
15

 

3. The New Covenant accomplished everything that the Old could not.  The Lord made 

it clear to Solomon that the full obedience of the king was necessary for Him to dwell 

among them (1 Kings 6:11-13; cf. 2:3; 9:3-9; Leviticus 26:11-12).
16

  Christ alone was 

the King who fully obeyed the Lord (cf. Romans 5:19).
17

  Note that the people are 

credited according to the righteousness or unrighteousness of their king (cf. 1 

Corinthians 15:22; Romans 10:4).
18

 

4. That Christ would someday unite the divided people is hinted at (1 Kings 11:39) 

B. Solomon as a type (i.e., picture) of Christ 

1. Wisdom (1 Kings 4:29-30, 34; cf. Luke 2:52; 1 Corinthians 1:30; Colossians 2:3)
19

 

2. Humble service to God’s people (Matthew 20:28)
20

 

3. Building of God’s house (1 Kings 5:5; cf. Ephesians 2:19-22; 1 Peter 2:4-5)
21

 

                                                 
13

 Genesis 22:17  indeed I will greatly bless you, and I will greatly multiply your seed as the stars of the 

heavens and as the sand which is on the seashore; and your seed shall possess the gate of their enemies. 
14

 Galatians 3:29  And if you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham's descendants, heirs according to 

promise.  Revelation 7:9  After these things I looked, and behold, a great multitude which no one could count, from 

every nation and all tribes and peoples and tongues, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed in 

white robes, and palm branches were in their hands;  Revelation 19:1  After these things I heard something like a 

loud voice of a great multitude in heaven, saying, "Hallelujah! Salvation and glory and power belong to our God; 
15

 Luke 1:32-33  "He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High; and the Lord God will give 

Him the throne of His father David;  
33

 and He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and His kingdom will 

have no end."  Acts 2:30-31  … GOD HAD SWORN TO HIM WITH AN OATH TO SEAT one OF HIS 

DESCENDANTS ON HIS THRONE,  
31

 he looked ahead and spoke of the resurrection of the Christ … 
16

 Leviticus 26:11-12  'Moreover, I will make My dwelling among you, and My soul will not reject you.  
12

 

'I will also walk among you and be your God, and you shall be My people. 
17

 Romans 5:19  For as through the one man's disobedience the many were made sinners, even so through 

the obedience of the One the many will be made righteous. 
18

 1 Corinthians 15:22  For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ all will be made alive.  Rom. 10:4  Fn. #4. 
19

 Luke 2:52  And Jesus kept increasing in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and men.  1 

Corinthians 1:30  But by His doing you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, and righteousness 

and sanctification, and redemption,  Colossians 2:3  in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. 
20

 Matthew 20:28  just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a 

ransom for many." 
21

 Ephesians 2:19-22  So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the 

saints, and are of God's household,  
20

 having been built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus 

Himself being the corner stone,  
21

 in whom the whole building, being fitted together, is growing into a holy temple 

in the Lord,  
22

 in whom you also are being built together into a dwelling of God in the Spirit.  1 Peter 2:4-5  And 

coming to Him as to a living stone which has been rejected by men, but is choice and precious in the sight of God,  
5
 

you also, as living stones, are being built up as a spiritual house for a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices 

acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 
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4. Provision of rest for His people (1 Kings 5:4; cf. Matthew 11:28; Hebrews 4:9)
22

 

5. On the other hand, how is Solomon contrasted to Christ (cf. Matthew 12:42)?
23

 

C. The temple as a type of Christ (1 Kings 8:10-12; cf. John 1:14).
24

  What do we learn 

about the temple and Christ from 1 Kings 8:27? 

D. The connection between kings and their people  

1. Many of the kings of Israel and Judah were evil.  How would the reign of one evil 

king after the other heighten the messianic expectation of God’s people?  How does 

the evil in our world today heighten our messianic expectation? 

2. Jeroboam became the standard for evil.  He led both the kings (1 Kings 15:34; 16:2, 

19, 26, 31; 22:52; 2 Kings 3:3; 10:31; 13:2, 6, 11; 14:24; 15:9, 18, 24, 28) and the 

people (1 Kings 14:16; 2 Kings 17:21-22) into sin.  Why do we need Christ as King?  

How does He lead us into righteousness? 

3. After Solomon, most of the kings of Israel and Judah were wicked.  Yet the Lord 

waited more than 300 years to bring judgment on the people.  Why did the Lord show 

them mercy (cf. 1 Kings 11:12-13; 15:4-5; 2 Kings 8:19; 19:34; 20:6)?  Why doesn’t 

the Lord always treat us as our sins deserve?  How did David become the standard for 

righteousness and impact multiple generations (cf. 1 Kings 11:4, 6; 14:7-8; 15:3, 11; 

2 Kings 14:3; 16:2; 18:3; 22:2)?  How does Christ’s obedience mean for us (cf. 

Romans 5:19; 10:4)?
25

 

4. Jehoshaphat (King of Judah) acted as a mediator between Jehoram (King of Israel) 

and Elisha (2 Kings 3:14).  In this, we find a picture of Christ, our mediator (1 

Timothy 2:5; Hebrews 9:15; 12:24).
26

 

E. Elisha as a type (i.e., picture) of Christ 

1. He fed the hungry with an abundance (2 Kings 4:1-7) 

2. He raised the dead (2 Kings 4:32-35) 

3. He was greater than his predecessor (2 Kings 2:9) 

4. He cleansed lepers (2 Kings 5:10-14) 

                                                 
22

 Matthew 11:28  Come to Me, all who are weary and heavy-laden, and I will give you rest.  Hebrews 4:9  

So there remains a Sabbath rest for the people of God. 
23

 Matthew 12:42  "The Queen of the South will rise up with this generation at the judgment and will 

condemn it, because she came from the ends of the earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon; and behold, something 

greater than Solomon is here. 
24

 John 1:14  And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we saw His glory, glory as of the only 

begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth. 
25

 Romans 5:19  For as through the one man's disobedience the many were made sinners, even so through 

the obedience of the One the many will be made righteous.  Romans 10:4  For Christ is the end of the law for 

righteousness to everyone who believes. 
26

 1 Timothy 2:5  For there is one God, and one mediator also between God and men, the man Christ Jesus,  

Hebrews 9:15  For this reason He is the mediator of a new covenant, so that, since a death has taken place for the 

redemption of the transgressions that were committed under the first covenant, those who have been called may 

receive the promise of the eternal inheritance.  Hebrews 12:24  and to Jesus, the mediator of a new covenant, and to 

the sprinkled blood, which speaks better than the blood of Abel. 
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KINGS OF ISRAEL AND JUDAH 
Kings of Combined Israel Reference Dates (BC) 

Saul 1Sam. 9-31 1050-1010 

David 2Sam. 2-24 1010-970 

Solomon 1Kings 1-11 970-930 

Divided Kingdom 

Judah Reference Dates (BC) Israel Reference Dates (BC) 

Rehoboam 1Kings14:21 930-913 Jeroboam I 1Kings 14 930-909 

Abijam 1Kings 15:1,2 913-910 

Asa 1Kings 

15:9,10 

910-869 Nadab 1Kings 15 909-908 

Baasha 1Kings 15 908-886 

Elah 1Kings 16 886-885 

Zimri 1Kings 16 885 

Tibni 

Omri 

1Kings 16 

1Kings 16 

885-880 

885-874 

Jehoshaphat 1Kings 22:41 872-848 Ahab 1Kings 16 874-853 

Ahaziah 1Kings 22 853-852 

Jehoram 2Kings 1, 3 852-841 

Jehoram 2Kings 8:16 848-841 Jehu 2Kings 9 841-814 

Ahaziah 2Kings 8:25 841 

Athaliah 2Kings 11:3 841-835 

Jehoash (Joash) 2Kings 12:1 835-796 

Joahaz 

(Jehoahaz) 

2Kings 13 814-798 

Amaziah 2Chr. 24:25; 

2Kings 14 

796-767 Joash 

(Jehoash) 

1Kings 13 798-782 

Uzziah 

(Azariah) 

2Kings 15 767-740 Jeroboam II 2Kings 14 783-753 

Jotham 2Kings 15 750-735 Pekah (in 

Gilead) 

2Kings 15 753 

Zechariah 2Kings 15 753 

Shallum 2Kings 15 752 

Menahem 2Kings 15 752-742 

Pekahiah 2Kings 15 742-740 

Pekah 2Kings 15 752/40-732 

Ahaz 2Kings 16 735-715 Hoshea 2Kings 17 732-722 

Hezekiah 2Kings 18 715-686  

 

Key: 
Green = Good king 

Orange = Good but didn’t remove high places 

Black = Bad king 

Manasseh 2Kings 21 697-642 

Amon 2Kings 21 642-640 

Josiah 2Kings 22 640-609 

Jehoahaz 2Kings 23 609 

Jehoiakim 2Kings 23 609-598 

Jehoiachin 2Kings 24 598-597 

Zedekiah 2Kings 24 597-586 

 


