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Gospel Clarity and Power! 
John 3:14-21 

 

I. To Perish or to Have Eternal Life  (vv. 14-16) 

A. Verse 14 is a continuation of Christ’s discourse to Nicodemus.  Many commentators believe that 

Christ’s words end with verse 15 and that verses 16-21 consist of John’s theological summary. 

B. Although the phrase “lifted up” (v. 14) is often a reference to exaltation (cf. Isaiah 52:13), John 

consistently uses it as a reference to Christ’s death on the cross (cf. 8:28; 12:32, 34).   

C. Christ stated that Moses’ lifting of the bronze serpent in the wilderness (Numbers 21:4-9) was a 

picture of His being lifted up on the cross.   

1. What do the events in Numbers 21:4-9 teach us about man’s provocation of God to wrath (vv. 

4-5)? God’s punishment (v. 6)? Man’s repentance (v. 7)? God’s salvation (vv. 8-9)? 

2. What do the events teach us about our natural condition?  Faith?  The consequences of not 

looking?  God’s vs. man’s part in salvation?  The cost of forgiveness? 

3. How do the events refute the idea that our own good works are necessary for salvation? 

4. In what ways does the antitype (Christ’s death) far exceed the type (the bronze serpent)? 

D. John 3:16 is the most well-known summary of the gospel in the Bible 

1. The “world” (v. 16) represents humanity (i.e., those who bear the image of God but have fallen 

in Adam) 

2. What do all descendants of Adam deserve?  What must we do to receive eternal life?  Why did 

God have to give His Son, and how did He give Him?  How is the love of God demonstrated 

in this?  What does it mean to believe in Him?   

3. Eternal life is …  

a. … a quantity of life (i.e., to live eternally) and a quality of life (cf. Revelation 21:3-7) 

b. … knowing Christ (John 17:3) and sharing in the life of Christ – who Himself is eternal 

life (1 John 1:2; 5:11, 20) – through union with Him 

c. … a “sharing of the life and intimacy of the Godhead.  It is earthly entry into the 

everlasting and ever-blessed life of the age to come, the age of the Messiah” (ESV Gospel 

Transformation Bible, note on John 3:16-21) 

d. … a future reality of the indestructible life of “the age to come” (Matthew 25:46; Luke 

18:30), yet a present possession through faith (John 5:24; 1 John 5:11-13)  
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II. To Be Under Judgment or to be Saved (vv. 17-18) 

A. In the context, “condemn” is a better translation than “judge” (cf. 9:39).  However, Christ will 

come back to execute final judgment on the world (cf. 5:27-29). 

B. Jesus didn’t have come to condemn the world (v. 17), because it is condemned already by default 

as a result of the Fall (v. 18; cf. v. 36).  How does the bronze serpent in the wilderness reflect this 

fact (cf. vv. 14-15)? 

C. How does this section of the text refute the idea that some people are neutral?  How does it refute 

the idea that all religions lead to God?   

 

III. To Run from the Light or Come to It (vv. 19-21) 

A. According to this text Who or what is “the Light?” What is the natural state of man?  What do 

unbelievers think about the Light?  Why do some run from the Light and some run into the Light? 

B. Light exposes wickedness (cf. 1:5; 8:12; Ephesians 5:8-14).  However, sinners do not like anyone 

to “rain on their parade.”  How can believers expose sin in a godly manner?  What pitfalls should 

be avoided? 

C. “For everyone who does evil” (v. 20) – Describes the regular practice of sin (Greek: prasso) not 

isolated acts of sin (cf. 1 John 3:4, 6, 9) 

 

IV. Summary – Gospel Clarity and Power! 

A. God  Who He is (love, holiness, and justice) and that He demands perfection (Habakkuk 1:13; 

Revelation 21:27; Psalm 5:4) 

B. Man  All have sinned, and sin must be punished (Romans 3:23; 5:12, 18; 6:23; Isaiah 59:2; 

Psalm 49:7-9;  James 2:10; Galatians 3:10) 

C. Christ  Died as the substitute for our sins then rose again victorious (1 John 3:5; John 14:6; Acts 

4:12; 1 Peter 3:18; 2 Corinthians 5:2; Romans 8:9) 

D. Grace  Salvation is by grace, not works (Titus 3:3-7; Romans 4:3-5; 5:6-10; Ephesians 2:8-9) 

E. Faith/Repentance  The only way to receive the gift of eternal life that Christ provided (2 

Thessalonians 10-12; John 5:24, 8:24; Philippians 3:8-9; Romans 10:11-13; Luke 13:3; 2 Timothy 

2:19) 

F. Consequences  There are only two destinies, heaven or hell (Matthew 25:46; John 3:36; 1 

Corinthians 6:9-11; 2 Thessalonians 1:5-10; Revelation 20:11-15; 21:8) 


