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1-2 Chronicles
1
 

Temple, Kingship, and Covenant 

 

I. Outline 

A. Genealogies of the tribes of Israel (1 Chronicles 1:1-9:44)
2
 

1. The Nations in general (1:1-54) 

a. Adam to Abraham (1:1-27)
3
 

b. Abraham to Jacob (1:28-54) 

2. Israel in particular (2:1-9:44) 

a. Jacob and the Twelve Tribes (2:1-2) 

b. Judah (2:3-4:23; cf. Genesis 49:10) 

i. David’s children (3:1-9) 

ii. Solomon and the kings of Judah (3:10-16) 

iii. The post-exilic generations (3:17-24) 

c. Simeon (4:24-43) 

d. The Transjordanian tribes (5:1–26) 

e. Levi (6:1–81) 

f. The northern tribes (7:1–40) 

g. Benjamin (8:1–40) 

h. The returned Exiles (9:1-34) 

i. Saul’s genealogy repeated (9:35-44) 

B. The united kingdom of David and Solomon (1 Chronicles 10:1 – 2 Chronicles 9:31) 

1. David (1 Chronicles 10:1-29:30) 

2. Solomon (2 Chronicles 1:1-9:31) 

C. The kingdom of Judah to the Exile (2 Chronicles 10:1-36:21) 

D. The restoration (2 Chronicles 36:22-23) 

 

                                                 
1
 The book of Chronicles is the final book in the Hebrew Old Testament.  Ezra is believed to be the author. 

2
 “The genealogies of chs. 1–9 are intended to show the Chronicler’s own generation, now existing as the 

small province of Yehud (Judah) in the Persian Empire, that they are still God’s people Israel and retain their central 

place in God’s purposes for humanity.  The identity and legitimacy of this people are traced in a line beginning with 

Adam (1:1) and extending through the tribes of Israel (chs. 2–8) down to the community of Judean exiles restored 

from captivity in Babylon (9:2–34).” (ESV Study Bible, note on 1 Chronicles 1:1 – 9:44). 
3
 By beginning with Adam, the last book in the Hebrew OT connects itself with the first (i.e., Genesis) 

thereby demonstrating unity. 

http://www.esvbible.org/1+Chronicles+1-9/
http://www.esvbible.org/1+Chronicles+1.1/
http://www.esvbible.org/1+Chronicles+2-8/
http://www.esvbible.org/1+Chronicles+9.2-34/
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II. Key Themes 

A. God’s covenant promises 

1. The Promised Land (1 Chronicles 16:15-18; 2 Chronicles 20:7; cf. Genesis 12:1) 

2. Israel as God’s source of blessing for the world (1 Chronicles 2:1-2; 16:23-34; cf. 

Genesis 12:2-3; Isaiah 49:5-7) 

3. God’s commitment to His covenant (2 Chronicles 21:6-7). 

4. How does Christ fulfill these promises?  To what degree are they fulfilled now? 

B. The central role of worship 

1. This is depicted via the placement of the tribe of Levi at the center of the genealogies 

(1 Chronicles 6) and the amount of space devoted them (81 verses, second only to the 

royal tribe of Judah, which covers 110 verses).   

2. David’s movement of the ark of the Covenant to Jerusalem (1 Chronicles 16) 

3. David’s preparations for the temple.
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4. The Aaronic priests are given a position of primacy (1 Chronicles 6:1-15) for offering 

sacrifices for atonement for the nation (v. 49; 2 Chronicles 13:10-11; 29:21). 

5. Sacrifice for atonement is a central theme (2 Chronicles 29:24).  What does 2 

Chronicles 7:12-14 say must accompany the sacrifices?  Why is this important? 

6. The story of Uzzah (1 Chronicles 13:5-10) demonstrates God’s holiness and the 

danger of inappropriate worship in a manner reminiscent of the deaths of Nadab and 

Abihu (Leviticus 10:1-3).  Why did God strike him down even though he had 

seemingly good motives?  How did Uzzah fail to respect the sanctity of the ark?  How 

did this reflect his treatment of God?  What does all of this teach us about worship?  

How is this made clear in 1 Chronicles 15:11-15? 

7. Solomon’s comment that the temple will reflect the greatness of God (2 Chronicles 

2:5) indicates that the temple was designed to point beyond itself to a greater reality.   

8. The importance of worshipping according to God’s prescription 

a. Solomon endeavored to worship God exactly as He had prescribed through Moses 

and David (2 Chronicles 8:12-15).   

b. After the division of the kingdom, the priests and Levites, along with all who 

sought after God, left their lands to flee idolatry and worship God as He had 

commanded them (2 Chronicles 11:13-17). 

c. We endeavor to worship according to God’s prescription for the New Covenant. 

9. Worship continues to be central in the New Covenant (John 4:20-24; Hebrews 12:28). 

                                                 
4
 Per the ESV Study Bible note on 1 Chron. 10:1-2 Chron. 9:31, “four achievements stand out in particular: 

(1) David conquers Jerusalem and brings the ark of the covenant there, as a precursor to the temple that Solomon 

will build (chs. 11; 15); (2) he secures peace for the land so that Solomon may complete his task (chs. 18–20); (3) he 

provides Solomon with the plans for the temple and the wealth to build it (chs. 22; 28–29); and (4) he organizes the 

personnel for the future temple and the kingdom that Solomon will inherit (chs. 23–27).” 
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C. Prayer 

1. God is faithful to His people and answers to their prayers (1 Chronicles 4:9-10; 5:20; 

2 Chronicles 13:13-16; 14:9-15; 20:5-12, 22-23).  How do these verses show that God 

fights for His people and the battle belongs to the Lord?  What are some steps we 

need to take to apply this truth to our lives? 

2. Read David’s prayer in the assembly (1 Chronicles 29:10-19).  Name some 

significant spiritual themes that are brought out in their prayer and their connection to 

the New Testament (e.g., Hebrews 11:10). 

3. Solomon’s prayer for the dedication of the temple mentions, prayer, petition, and 

thanksgiving 25 times thus the later references to the temple as a “house of prayer” 

(cf. Isaiah 56:7; Matthew 21:13).
5
  What does this emphasize for us?  Although we 

can no longer go to the temple to pray, we have even better access to God.  Why? 

D. Seeking God 

1. God is with those who truly seek Him (2 Chronicles 15:1-4, 9-15; cf. James 4:8)
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2. Although Israel was unfaithful, those who sought God defected to Judah (2 

Chronicles 11:16; 15:9; 30:11, 25; 35:18) 

3. Discuss King Asa’s movement from reliance on God (2 Chronicles 15) to self-

reliance (chapter 16).  What does this teach us about the heart?  How can we steady 

our heart’s affections?  How can we sustain our faith in both the good and bad times? 

4. King Jehoshaphat commissioned teachers to instruct people in the Word of God (2 

Chronicles 17:7-11).  What is the relationship of the instruction of God’s Word with 

Judah’s dominance and blessing to the world?  What other passages come to mind? 

5. When Jehoshaphat was rebuked for loving those who hate the Lord (19:1-3, i.e., his 

alliance with King Ahab in chapter 18), he repented and appointed righteous judges 

throughout the land (vv. 4-11).  What criteria did he use?  What can we learn? 

6. What observations and applications arise from the following passages regarding 

Jehoshaphat in 2 Chronicles: 20:3?  20:5-12?  20:18?  20:20?  20:31-33?  20:35-37?   

E. Sin’s devastating effects (1 Chronicles 5:1, 25-26; 2 Chronicles 21:11-15  federal head) 

F. Israel’s history of unfaithfulness (1 Chronicles 10:13-14; 2 Chronicles 12:2; 26:16, 18; 

28:19; 29:6, 19; 30:7) led to exile (1 Chronicles 5:25-26; 9:1; 2 Chronicles 36:14-20) 

G. God’s grace is not nullified by human disobedience (1 Chronicles 6:15 and 2 Chronicles 

36:14; compare to Ezra 5:2) 

H. The continuation of Davidic line of promise after the exile (1 Chronicles 3:17-24; 2 

Chronicles 13:5-12, 16-19) 

                                                 
5
 Isaiah 56:7  Even those I will bring to My holy mountain And make them joyful in My house of prayer. 

Their burnt offerings and their sacrifices will be acceptable on My altar; For My house will be called a house of 

prayer for all the peoples."  Matthew 21:13  And He said to them, "It is written, 'MY HOUSE SHALL BE 

CALLED A HOUSE OF PRAYER' …" 
6
 James 4:8  Draw near to God and He will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners; and purify 

your hearts, you double-minded. 
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III. Christ in Chronicles 

A. The principal passage in Chronicles speaks of temple, kingship, and covenant (1 

Chronicles 17:11-14).  Although Solomon (David’s lesser son) would look to be the near-

term fulfillment (1 Chronicles 22:6-10; 28:5-7; 2 Chronicles 6:7-10), only Christ 

(David’s greater Son) could truly and ultimately fulfill these words (Luke 1:30-33; 1 

Peter 2:5; Ephesians 2:19-22; Hebrews 3:1-6).
7
 

B. Beginning the genealogies with Adam (1 Chronicles 1:1) serves to, among other things, 

prepare the people of God for the second Adam, Jesus Christ (cf. Luke 3:38; Romans 

5:15-21; 1 Corinthians 15:22, 45-49).
8
 

C. Contrast between Saul and Christ: God put Saul to death because of his own sins (1 

Chronicles 10:13-14); God put Jesus to death for the sins of His people (Acts 2:23; 4:27-

28; Romans 4:25; Isaiah 53:4-10).
9
 

                                                 
7
 Luke 1:30-33  The angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary; for you have found favor with God.  

31
 

"And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall name Him Jesus.  
32

 "He will be great 

and will be called the Son of the Most High; and the Lord God will give Him the throne of His father David;  
33

 and 

He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and His kingdom will have no end."  1 Peter 2:5  you also, as living 

stones, are being built up as a spiritual house for a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God 

through Jesus Christ.  Ephesians 2:19-22  So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens 

with the saints, and are of God's household,  
20

 having been built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, 

Christ Jesus Himself being the corner stone,  
21

 in whom the whole building, being fitted together, is growing into a 

holy temple in the Lord,  
22

 in whom you also are being built together into a dwelling of God in the Spirit.  Hebrews 

3:1-6  Therefore, holy brethren, partakers of a heavenly calling, consider Jesus, the Apostle and High Priest of our 

confession;  
2
 He was faithful to Him who appointed Him, as Moses also was in all His house.  

3
 For He has been 

counted worthy of more glory than Moses, by just so much as the builder of the house has more honor than the 

house.  
4
 For every house is built by someone, but the builder of all things is God.  

5
 Now Moses was faithful in all 

His house as a servant, for a testimony of those things which were to be spoken later;  
6
 but Christ was faithful as a 

Son over His house-- whose house we are, if we hold fast our confidence and the boast of our hope firm until the 

end. 
8
 Luke 3:38  the son of Enosh, the son of Seth, the son of Adam, the son of God.  1 Corinthians 15:22  For 

as in Adam all die, so also in Christ all will be made alive.  1 Corinthians 15:45-49  So also it is written, "The first 

MAN, Adam, BECAME A LIVING SOUL." The last Adam became a life-giving spirit.  
46

 However, the spiritual is 

not first, but the natural; then the spiritual.  
47

 The first man is from the earth, earthy; the second man is from heaven.  
48

 As is the earthy, so also are those who are earthy; and as is the heavenly, so also are those who are heavenly.  
49

 

Just as we have borne the image of the earthy, we will also bear the image of the heavenly. 
9
 Acts 2:23  this Man, delivered over by the predetermined plan and foreknowledge of God, you nailed to a 

cross by the hands of godless men and put Him to death.  Acts 4:27-28  "For truly in this city there were gathered 

together against Your holy servant Jesus, whom You anointed, both Herod and Pontius Pilate, along with the 

Gentiles and the peoples of Israel,  
28

 to do whatever Your hand and Your purpose predestined to occur.  Romans 

4:25  He who was delivered over because of our transgressions … Isaiah 53:4-10  Surely our griefs He Himself 

bore, And our sorrows He carried; Yet we ourselves esteemed Him stricken, Smitten of God, and afflicted.  
5
 But He 

was pierced through for our transgressions, He was crushed for our iniquities; The chastening for our well-being fell 

upon Him, And by His scourging we are healed.  
6
 All of us like sheep have gone astray, Each of us has turned to his 

own way; But the LORD has caused the iniquity of us all To fall on Him.  
7
 He was oppressed and He was afflicted, 

Yet He did not open His mouth; Like a lamb that is led to slaughter, And like a sheep that is silent before its 

shearers, So He did not open His mouth.  
8
 By oppression and judgment He was taken away; And as for His 

generation, who considered That He was cut off out of the land of the living For the transgression of my people, to 

whom the stroke was due?  
9
 His grave was assigned with wicked men, Yet He was with a rich man in His death, 

Because He had done no violence, Nor was there any deceit in His mouth.  
10

 But the LORD was pleased To crush 

Him, putting Him to grief; If He would render Himself as a guilt offering, He will see His offspring, He will prolong 

His days, And the good pleasure of the LORD will prosper in His hand. 
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D. David was a type of Christ: 

1. David’s accession to the throne established the Judah as the royal line (cf. Genesis 

49:10).
10

  Jesus is the ultimate consummation of Davidic Kingship (cf. Ezekiel 37:24-

25; Matthew 1:1; Luke 1:31-33; 2 Timothy 2:8).
11

 

2. He ruled with justice and equity (1 Chronicles 18:14; cf. Isaiah 9:6-7; Jeremiah 

33:14-15).
12

 

3. He offered his life as a substitute for his people (1 Chronicles 21:16-17; cf. Moses in 

Exodus 32:32; Christ in 2 Corinthians 5:21).
13

   

a. Why did God deny the requests of both Moses and David to receive the wrath of 

God in the place of their people? 

b. How do David’s mention of God’s “great mercy” in 1 Chronicles 21:13 and 

God’s great display of mercy (v. 26) point to Christ? 

E. Solomon was a type of Christ 

1. He was a man of rest and peace (1 Chronicles 22:9; cf. Matthew 11:28-30; John 

14:27; Romans 5:1)
14

 

2. He built God’s house, was a son of God, and had his royal throne established (1 

Chronicles 22:10; cf. Luke 1:31-33; Ephesians 2:19-22; 1 Peter 2:4-5)
15

 

                                                 
10

 Genesis 49:10  "The scepter shall not depart from Judah, Nor the ruler's staff from between his feet, 

Until Shiloh comes, And to him shall be the obedience of the peoples. 
11

 Ezekiel 37:24-25  "My servant David will be king over them, and they will all have one shepherd … and 

David My servant will be their prince forever.  Matthew 1:1  The record of the genealogy of Jesus the Messiah, the 

son of David, the son of Abraham:  Luke 1:31-33  (see footnote 5)  2 Timothy 2:8  Remember Jesus Christ, risen 

from the dead, descendant of David, according to my gospel, 
12

 Isaiah 9:6-7  For a child will be born to us, a son will be given to us; And the government will rest on 

His shoulders; And His name will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace.  
7
 

There will be no end to the increase of His government or of peace, On the throne of David and over his kingdom, 

To establish it and to uphold it with justice and righteousness From then on and forevermore. The zeal of the LORD 

of hosts will accomplish this.  Jeremiah 33:14-15   'Behold, days are coming,' declares the LORD, 'when I will 

fulfill the good word which I have spoken concerning the house of Israel and the house of Judah.  
15

 'In those days 

and at that time I will cause a righteous Branch of David to spring forth; and He shall execute justice and 

righteousness on the earth. 
13

 Exodus 32:32  "But now, if You will, forgive their sin-- and if not, please blot me out from Your book 

which You have written!"  2 Corinthians 5:21  He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we 

might become the righteousness of God in Him. 
14

 Matthew 11:28-30  "Come to Me, all who are weary and heavy-laden, and I will give you rest.  
29

 "Take 

My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and YOU WILL FIND REST FOR 

YOUR SOULS.  
30

 "For My yoke is easy and My burden is light."  John 14:27  "Peace I leave with you; My peace I 

give to you; not as the world gives do I give to you. Do not let your heart be troubled, nor let it be fearful.  Romans 

5:1  Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
15

 Luke 1:31-33  "And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall name Him 

Jesus.  
32

 "He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High; and the Lord God will give Him the throne 

of His father David;  
33

 and He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and His kingdom will have no end."  

Ephesians 2:19-22  So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints, and 

are of God's household,  
20

 having been built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus Himself 

being the corner stone,  
21

 in whom the whole building, being fitted together, is growing into a holy temple in the 

Lord,  
22

 in whom you also are being built together into a dwelling of God in the Spirit.  1 Peter 2:4-5  And coming 

to Him as to a living stone which has been rejected by men, but is choice and precious in the sight of God,  
5
 you 
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3. David was a man of war and Solomon was a man of peace.  Both of these picture the 

phases of Messianic expectation.  People believed that the Messiah would begin with 

war then usher in peace.  Did Jesus meet this expectation in His first coming?  Will 

He meet it in His second coming?   

4. Solomon was charged with continuing in God’s commandments and serving Him 

with his whole heart (1 Chronicles 28:7-9).  Although Solomon could not do so, 

Christ could and did (cf. John 4:34; 17:4; 2 Corinthians 5:21; 1 Peter 2:22; 1 John 

3:5).
16

 

5. Solomon was so great in wisdom that the Queen of Sheba was so amazed that it left 

her breathless and in awe of God (2 Chronicles 9:4-8).  In fact, all kings came to 

Solomon (2 Kings 9:14, 22-24).  Although Solomon was wise, Christ is the fullness 

of wisdom (Colossians 2:3).
17

  In what ways does Psalm 72 reflect Solomon but point 

to Christ? 

F. The temple was a type of Christ 

1. Its location, Mount Moriah, is where the Lord commanded Abraham: “Take now your 

son, your only son, whom you love … and offer him … as a burnt offering” (Genesis 

22:2).  Then, “on the third day” (v. 4), the Lord stopped Abraham from slaying “your 

son, your only son” (v. 12).  The author of Hebrews informs us, that in these events, 

Abraham figuratively “offered up Isaac” (Hebrews 11:17) and “received him back 

[from the dead] as a type” (v. 19).  How does this point to Christ? 

2. Mount Moriah is the plot of ground that David acquired from Ornan the Jebusite 

where the Lord stopped pouring out His wrath on Israel (1 Chronicles 21:15-27).  

How does this point to Christ? 

3. The veil of the temple (2 Chronicles 3:14), which separated the Holy of Holies
18

 from 

the rest of the sanctuary.  When Christ died, the veil of the temple was torn in two 

from top to bottom (Matthew 27:51; cf. Hebrews 9:11-12; 10:1). 

4. The temple represented the presence of God dwelling with His people (2 Chronicles 

5:14; 7:1-3).  Jesus Christ came as God with us in the flesh (Matthew 1:23; John 

1:14).
19

  In what ways does 2 Chronicles 6:41-42 point to this and other aspects of 

Christ and His ministry? 

                                                                                                                                                       
also, as living stones, are being built up as a spiritual house for a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices 

acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 
16

 John 4:34  Jesus said to them, "My food is to do the will of Him who sent Me and to accomplish His 

work.   John 17:4  "I glorified You on the earth, having accomplished the work which You have given Me to do.   2 

Corinthians 5:21  He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we might become the 

righteousness of God in Him.  1 Peter 2:22  WHO COMMITTED NO SIN, NOR WAS ANY DECEIT FOUND IN 

HIS MOUTH;  1 John 3:5  You know that He appeared in order to take away sins; and in Him there is no sin. 
17

 Colossians 2:3  in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. 
18

 The Holy of Holies, also called the Most Holy Place, was the inner sanctuary, where the Ark of the 

Covenant was placed. 
19

 Matthew 1:23  "BEHOLD, THE VIRGIN SHALL BE WITH CHILD AND SHALL BEAR A SON, 

AND THEY SHALL CALL HIS NAME IMMANUEL," which translated means, "GOD WITH US."  John 1:14  

And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we saw His glory, glory as of the only begotten from the 

Father, full of grace and truth. 
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G. The Kingdom established over Israel was the earthly expression of Christ’s eternal 

Kingdom (1 Chronicles 17:11, 14; 22:10; 28:5; 2 Chronicles 13:8; cf. John 18:36; 

Revelation 12:10).
20

 

H. “How can the Lord make an unconditional promise to David, but then make the 

fulfillment of that promise conditioned upon the obedience of the kings that follow? We 

know that Solomon forsook the Lord, worshiped other gods, and turned his heart away 

from the law of God. In fact, Solomon’s gross disobedience resulted in the division of the 

kingdom (922 b.c.). The sins of the kings that followed Solomon eventually precipitated 

the total destruction of both Israel (722 b.c.) and Judah (586/587 b.c.). These human 

kings brought the curse of God upon the land of inheritance because of their sin. Thus, 

God was initially faithful to keep his promise of judgment for disobedience.  But if we 

can count on God to be faithful to judge disobedience, then we can also count on God to 

be faithful to render blessing for obedience. In the New Testament, we learn that 

obedience was, in fact, achieved by a second Adam, the offspring of David, the incarnate 

Son of God, and that this obedience was applied to God’s people (Rom. 1:1–3; 5:19; 2 

Cor. 5:21). This is the good news! Everything that God requires from us for blessing, he 

has provided for us through grace and faith in Christ, the one who came to fulfill God’s 

unconditional promise to David.” (ESV Gospel Transformation Bible, note on 2 

Chronicles 7:17-20). 

                                                 
20

 John 18:36  Jesus answered, "My kingdom is not of this world. If My kingdom were of this world, then 

My servants would be fighting so that I would not be handed over to the Jews; but as it is, My kingdom is not of this 

realm."  Revelation 12:10  Then I heard a loud voice in heaven, saying, "Now the salvation, and the power, and the 

kingdom of our God and the authority of His Christ have come, for the accuser of our brethren has been thrown 

down, he who accuses them before our God day and night. 


