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Christ, Our Joy and Salvation 
John 3:22-36 

 

I. Christ’s the Purifier (vv. 22-26) 

A. A plain reading of verse 22 would lead us to believe that Jesus was personally baptizing.  

However, 4:1-2 clearly states that He was not.  How do we reconcile this apparent contradiction? 

B. The baptism of Jesus was likely a continuation of the John’s baptism, which was: 

1. A baptism of repentance and purification from sin (cf. Luke 3:3; Matthew 3:6) 

2. A call to messianic preparation and readiness (cf. Acts 19:3-4) to reveal Christ to Israel (cf. 

John 1:31-34)  

3. For the purpose of establishing disciples (cf. John 4:1) 

C. Verse 24 serves as a parenthetical time marker, indicating that all of the events up to this point 

occurred prior to Mark 1:14.  Jesus’ ministry was for a time contemporaneous with that of John. 

D. The discussion about purification / ceremonial washing (v. 25) was in fact a discussion about the 

baptism ministry of Jesus (v. 26).   

1. This connection helps us to understand why the Jews were not treating baptism as something 

new and innovative and how baptism connects back to the Old Testament.   

2. What misunderstanding(s) did John’s disciples demonstrate?  Do we ever struggle with the 

same types of things?  How? 

 

II. Christ the Bridegroom (vv. 27-30) 

A. Back in chapter 1, John the Baptist testified about Jesus and endeavored to help his disciples shift 

their focus away from him and onto Jesus (cf. 1:35-37); here, he endeavors to do the same for 

those disciples of his who still clung to him.  How do John’s words in verse 27 apply to vocation? 

B. John declares that he is not the Messiah but has been sent before Him (v. 28) thereby declaring 

himself to be the prophetic forerunner of Jesus (cf. Malachi 3:1; Matthew 3:1-3; 11:9-10; Luke 

1:17; John 1:23) 

C. By referring to Jesus as “the bridegroom,” John declares Him to be Israel’s Messiah and King (cf. 

Hosea 2:16-20).  John’s role is friend of the groom (v. 29).   

1. Why was John’s joy complete?  Is yours? 

2. What is the practical significance of Christ as bridegroom with respect to marriage (cf. 2 

Corinthians 11:2; Ephesians 5:25-27)?  With respect to hope (cf. Revelation 19:7-8: 21:1-2)? 

D. In what ways can we apply verse 30 in our own lives? 
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III. Christ the Savior (vv. 31-36) 

A. Many commentators believe that John the Baptist’s words likely end at verse 30, and verses 31-36 

are comprised of a narrative summary of the apostle John. 

B. Verses 31-33 presents a generalization, that although Christ came from heaven and spoke with the 

heavenly authority of God Himself, very few believed His testimony (cf. 1:9-12 for a similar 

generalization).  Why do we struggle to listen to Him? 

C. Not only was Christ sent by the Father, He was also given the Spirit without measure (v. 34) and 

all authority and dominion over all the earth (v. 35; cf. 5:22; Ephesians 1:20-23; Colossians 1:16-

18; Hebrews 1:2).  In what ways is this encouraging to you?  How does it affect your everyday life 

and give you hope?  How does it make you look at the world differently? 

D. Verse 36 indicates that eternal life is not merely a future reality but something possessed by the 

believer now.  The same is true regarding the wrath of God on the unbeliever (cf., v. 18).   

1. How is this seen regarding God’s abiding wrath in Romans 1:18-25? 

2. How do believers enjoy the life of God here and now? 

E. “It is important to note that those rescued from wrath are granted eternal life because they believe, 

while those who are condemned experience wrath because they disobey (John 3:36). The basis of 

God’s judgment is his just sentence for sin; the basis of our salvation is God’s grace toward those 

who put their faith in his Son’s provision for them. Disobedience alone results in wrath. Faith 

alone results in salvation.” (ESV Gospel Transformation Bible, note on John 3:22-36) 


