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Ezra
1
 

Faithfulness in Worship and Obedience 

 

I. Outline 

A. Return of the first wave of exiles, including Zerubbabel and Jeshua the priest, and 

rebuilding of the temple (1-6).  Covers 538-515 BC. 

1. Cyrus’ decree and the return of the exiles (1-2) 

2. The exiles lay the foundations of the temple on its original site (3) 

3. Opposition from enemies (4).   

4. Officials seek confirmation of Cyrus’ decree (5) 

5. Darius confirms Cyrus’ decree, and the work is completed (6) 

B. Return of the second wave of exiles, including Ezra (7-10).  Covers 458-433 BC.  

1. Ezra the priest comes to Jerusalem and establishes the Law of Moses (7-8) 

2. The problem of intermarriage between Jews and non-Jews (9-10) 

 

II. Key Themes 

A. Jerusalem and the temple (rebuild completed in 516 BC) 

1. The repopulation of the promised land after exile was a fulfillment of prophecy 

(Isaiah 40:1-11; Jeremiah 25:8-12; 32:36-38) 

2. The phrase “go up to Jerusalem” (1:3) implies worship (cf. Psalm 122:1).  The 

decree’s main focus is the rebuilding of the temple of God. 

3. The effort was spearheaded by the leadership and was organized (1:5; 3:2, 8-9).  In 

addition, the Lord preserved not only the people but the items needed to reinstate 

temple worship (1:6-11).  How does this build our confidence for how God works in 

us and uses us?  What is the relationship between God’s work and ours (cf. 

Philippians 2:12-13; 1 Corinthians 15:10; Galatians 2:20)? 

4. Whether knowingly or unknowingly, King Darius spoke the truth about God (6:6-12; 

cf. Deuteronomy 12:5). 

  

                                                 
1
 The book of Ezra describes Israelite history, beginning at the end of the 70-year exile (cf. Jeremiah 25:11) 

in 538 BC and ends a little over 100 years later in 433 BC.  It picks up where 2 Chronicles leaves off (the Cyrus 

Edict, cf. 2 Chronicles 36:22-23).  Ezra is believed to be the author of at least part (e.g., Ezra 7:27-9:15, known as 

the “Ezra Memoir,” is written in the first person).  Ezra and Nehemiah made up one book in the original Hebrew Old 

Testament.  They encompass the last segment of biblically recorded history prior to the coming of the Messiah, 

telling the story of the return of the Jewish exiles to Judah from Babylonia. 
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B. The Law 

1. Chapter 7 describes how King Artaxerxes gave Ezra authority to establish the Mosaic 

Law in the province of Yehud (Judah) and to appoint magistrates to administer the 

Law.   

2. Ezra was a descendant of Aaron (7:1-5) and scribe skilled in the Law of Moses (7:6).  

He set his heart to: (1) study it; (2) do it; and (3) teach it (v. 10).   

a. What do Malachi 2:1-9 and 1 Timothy 4:6-16 teach us about faithfulness in 

ministry? 

b. Why is this order significant?  Why are none of these steps removable or 

replaceable for one who will lead God’s people in worship and holiness? 

c. According to the text, upon what does his success depend? 

d. After 70 years of exile, the people desperately needed instruction on how to live 

as God’s people.  Is the same true in our society today?  What is the remedy? 

3. Based on the Law, the people came together in repentance (10:1-12).  What action 

was produced as a result their repentance (cf. Matthew 3:8; Acts 26:20; 2 Corinthians 

7:10-11)?  What difference would it make if leaders in church, state, and family led 

their people in repentance?   

4. The people kept the Law with joy (6:22) 

C. The Word of God 

1. The Lord fulfilled His Word (1:1) 

2. Morning and evening worship was to be done according to the Word of God (3:2-3; 

cf. Exodus 29:38-42).  What additional language in 3:4-5 and 3:10 indicates that they 

were endeavoring to worship the Lord according to His command?  How can we 

center our worship and our lives around the Word of God?  Why is it important to do 

so? 

3. The prophets Haggai and Zechariah
2
 spoke the Word of God to the Jews (5:1) and the 

people responded in faith (v. 2) and prospered as a result (6:14).  What is our practical 

need for God’s Word in our daily lives? 

4. When the temple was completed and dedicated, they set up priests and Levites 

according to the prescription given in the Word of God (6:18) 

5. God is faithful to His promises and merciful (9:13) 

  

                                                 
2
 The prophets Haggai and Zechariah are known for authoring books of Scripture, both of which contain 

prophecies made in the second year of King Darius,  520 BC (Haggai 1:1; Zechariah 1:1; cf. Ezra 4:24, 6:14). 
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D. God’s providential work 

1. God “stirred up the spirit of Cyrus” and others (1:1-5; cf. Isaiah 44:28-45:13).  Why 

is it significant that the Lord uses means to achieve His appointed ends?  How does 

He use us? 

2. The names given in chapter 2 represent God’s abundant faithfulness and blessings to 

His people.  He punished and purified them through captivity and did for them what 

they could not do for themselves.  The result was renewed faithfulness on their part 

(vv. 68-69).  What does this say about the relationship between our holiness and 

God’s favor? 

3. God is “over” His people (5:1) and His eye is on them (v. 5; cf. Psalm 33:18).  

Furthermore, far from being a local deity, the Lord is the “God of heaven and earth” 

(v. 11) who sees all things and punishes sin (v. 12).  How should we think about His 

providence as a result of these great truths? 

4. What happened by the “hand of God” in each of the following verses (7:6, 9, 28; 

8:18, 22, 31)? 

5. God turned the heart of the king to help His people (6:22; 7:27-28). 

a. The hearts of all kings are in the hand of God (cf. Proverbs 21:1). 

b. God does not always turn the king’s heart toward His people (cf. Exodus 14:8).  

How can we be sure that God always accomplishes His purpose?  Can we always 

know God’s purposes?  Can we trust Him?  

c. In this instance, does God’s providential work through Cyrus’ decree signify 

God’s special favor for His people? 

d. God calls His people to pray for those in authority (6:10; cf. 1 Timothy 2:1-4).  

Why? 

6. Ezra’s decision-making is linked to and dependent upon God’s providential care 

a. He addresses a lack of leaders (8:17-18) 

b. He addresses the safety of the people during transport (8:21-31).   

i. What was the stated purpose of the fast that Ezra proclaimed (v. 21)?  What 

was the purpose of the prayer (vv. 22-23)?  How does this help us to think 

about our own witness? 

ii. Compare Ezra’s approach with that of Nehemiah (cf. Nehemiah 2:9).  Was 

one more wise or more appropriate than the other? 
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E. The Seed of Abraham 

1. The entire book of Ezra is the story of God’s fulfillment of His promises by bringing 

His people back from exile and establishing them in their land 

2. After rebuilding the temple, the Jews celebrated the Passover.  The Passover meal 

was eaten by ethnic Jews as well as those who joined themselves to them in covenant 

(6:21-22).   

a. This pictures a redeemed people from every nation (cf. Galatians 3:6-9, 26-29; 

Revelation 5:9-10) gathering joyfully to worship the one true and living God  

b. This shows that, even in the Old Testament, the covenant community was 

primarily defined as religious rather than physical.  Why is it important to think 

about churches in the same way?  In what ways do churches sometimes begin to 

focus too much on the physical? 

F. Opposition from the world (4:1-24) 

1. The adversaries claimed to worship the God.  While it is true that they were taught 

the true religion (2 Kings 17:24-28), they also worshipped false gods 2 Kings 17:29-

34).  In what ways does compromise cause trouble?  Why and how should we steer 

clear? 

2. The opposition from the enemies lasted for about 15 years (~535-520 B.C.).  Two 

later examples of opposition are also noted – opposition during the reign of 

Ahasuerus (also known as Xerxes, reigned 486-464 B.C.) and during the reign of 

Artaxerxes (reigned 464-423 B.C.) is also noted (4:6-7).  This text teaches us that 

challenges in our lives may last for a time despite our best efforts to exercise faith and 

faithfulness.  What does this teach us?   

3. John 15:18-19 informs us that believers will be hated by the world.  How can we 

remain encouraged amid the opposition around us? 

4. “This battle for a physical temple in a physical land against earthly rulers is a picture 

of the spiritual battle Paul describes, not ‘against flesh and blood, but against the 

rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers over this present darkness, 

against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places’ (Eph. 6:12). Thus, from an 

ultimate perspective, this is the battle Christ himself came to fight for us. It is a battle 

he won on our behalf. Christ ‘disarmed the rulers and authorities . . . triumphing over 

them’ (Col. 2:15). We fight, knowing that Christ has won, so that we can by his Spirit 

put on the ‘armor of God’ and ‘stand firm’ (Eph. 6:12–13). We do not wage our 

spiritual battle to gain God’s love; we do battle because he has promised to love us no 

matter what.” (ESV Gospel Transformation Study Bible, note on Ezra 4:1-24). 
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G. Separation from people who are outside the covenant 

1. The Jews, as God’s covenant people, were the “holy race” (9:2), but were in not 

separating themselves from those outside the covenant, who were identified with the 

original inhabitants of the land (9:1; cf. v. 11; Deuteronomy 7:1-5) 

2. One of the purposes of their separation was evangelistic and served to win some over 

to the Lord (6:21).  How can we be separate from the world yet an effective witness 

in the world?  How does a holy life serve as a witness in a dark world?  Does a holy 

life guarantee that people will listen?  What is a realistic expectation?  What 

encouragement do we need?  What are some other verses that speak to these truths? 

3. Ezra must deal with the problem of intermarriage between Jews and non-Jews.   

a. His concern was not with proselytes (i.e., foreign converts) but idolaters (see 6:21 

vs. 9:2, 11-12, 14).  Why is it important to understand that the issue at stake is not 

racial or ethnic but religious and spiritual purity?  What is the application today? 

b. The term “faithlessness” (9:2) is elsewhere translated as “breach of faith” (1 

Chronicles 10:13) and signifies spiritual abandonment from God’s commands. 

c. The leaders were involved with the sin (9:2).  What problems does this present?  

How does this apply to parents? 

d. The issue re-emerges about 15 years later during Nehemiah’s leadership (cf. 

Nehemiah 13:23-29) 

4. Ezra’s response (9:3-4) and prayer of confession (vv. 5-15) brought to light the 

faithlessness of the people.   

 

III. Christ in Ezra 

A. Cyrus (1:1) was a shadowy picture of God’s anointed Son who would release His people 

from slavery to sin (cf. John 8:36; Romans 6:6-11) 

B. Artaxerxes, the “king of kings” (7:12)
3
 was a shadowy picture of Jesus who would be 

revealed as the true “King of kings” (1 Timothy 6:15; Revelation 17:14; 19:16).  

C. The offerings the people made on the rebuilt altar of God were a shadowy picture of 

Christ’s perfect offering (cf. Ephesians 5:2).  Now, those who are united to Christ are 

called to be a holy priesthood that offers up spiritual sacrifices (cf. 1 Peter 2:5). 

D. The people who remembered the former temple wept at the building of the new one 

(3:12).  How they must have longed for a true and final temple that cannot be destroyed!  

Jesus is that temple – where people find full fellowship with God (cf. Revelation 21:3, 

22-23) 

E. The prophets Haggai and Zechariah worked together with the priest Jeshua and 

Zerubbabel the king-like governor (5:1-2; cf. 3:2; 6:7; Haggai 1:1).  Christ is our Prophet, 

Priest, and King (cf. Acts 3:18-24; Hebrews 7:15-28; Matthew 27:11). 

                                                 
3
 Before the Persian Empire overtook the Babylonian Empire, King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon was also 

addressed as “king of kings” by both God (Ezekiel 26:7) and Daniel (Daniel 2:37). 
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F. Although the time of Ezra was exciting and prophecies were being fulfilled, some of the 

promises were yet to be fulfilled (9:8-9).  One such promise was for the seed of David to 

take the throne.  This descendant would be from the line of Zerubbabel (cf. 1 Chronicles 

3:17-19; Matthew 1:12-13). 

G. King Darius’s exaltation of the name of God (6:12) points forward to Christ, whose name 

is above all names (cf. Philippians 2:9-11). 

H. Ezra declared that the leading priests were holy (i.e., consecrated / set apart for service to 

God) as well as the temple vessels (8:28; cf. Exodus 29:1; 30:26-29).   

1. This helps us to understand the New Testament teaching that those referred to as 

“holy brothers” (Hebrews 3:1) can have an “evil, unbelieving heart” (v. 12).  Verse 

14 helps us to understand how this fits together with being a true partaker of Christ. 

2. This helps us to understand the New Testament practice of infant baptism (cf. 1 

Corinthians 7:14; Leviticus 10:10; 22:6; Numbers 19:20; Ezekiel 36:25-26; 2 

Chronicles 31:18). 

I. Ezra’s prayer of confession (9:5-15) shows the need for an intercessor on behalf of the 

weak and sinful people of God.  In this role, Ezra foreshadows the Lord Jesus Christ (cf. 

Romans 8:34; Hebrews 7:25).   

1. In what ways should we be intercessors for others?  What are some important aspects 

of intercession that we learn from Ezra’s prayer?   

2. Where in the prayer do we see the justice of God?  Where do we see the mercy of 

God?  Where in Scripture do we see these brought together in Christ?  Why is this 

significant? 

J. The fact that the book of Ezra ends on a sad, sinful note (10:10) reminds of the ongoing 

human plight of sin (cf. Romans 3:23), the wrath of God against sin (v. 14; cf. Romans 

6:23).  Nevertheless, there is hope (10:2) which ultimately points to a Savior who will 

rescue us from wrath (cf. Hebrews 2:17; 1 John 4:10; 1 Thessalonians 1:10) and make us 

clean (cf. Ephesians 5:26-27). 


