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Living Water to the World 
John 4:1-42 

 

I. Christ, the One Who Gives Living Water (vv. 1-15) 

A. The text indicates that “He had to pass through Samaria” (v. 4).  This would have been true 

outwardly due to geography but inwardly due to the sovereign plan and providential action of God 

(i.e., divine necessity; cf. 3:7, 14, 30; 9:4; 10:16; 12:34; 20:9). 

1. Christ’s encounter with the Samaritan woman was not a chance encounter, but He passed 

through on purpose and intentionally engaged in conversation with her.  What can we learn 

about intentionality from this encounter? 

2. How does it make you feel that Christ chose to intersect your path in an intentional way? 

B. In what ways was the woman at the well the different from Nicodemus (cf. 3:1-13)?  In what ways 

was she the same? 

1. “The world of sinners loved by God includes not just respectable insiders seeking truth 

(Nicodemus) but broken outsiders running from the truth (the Samaritan woman). None of us 

are beyond the need of God’s grace and none of us are beyond the reach of God’s grace. Jesus 

has come to seek and to save both the ‘found,’ those who presume they already have a 

relationship with God, and the ‘lost,’ those who realize they don’t.” (ESV Gospel 

Transformation Bible, note on John 4:1-15). 

2. In what ways are you encouraged by the account of Jesus and the woman at the well? 

3. Why did the woman need the grace of God?  Are we any different? 

4. In what ways is it more dangerous to a Nicodemus rather than a woman at the well? 

C. Christ began the dialogue with the woman (v. 7) 

1. The woman was likely surprised that Jesus spoke to her due to the fact that she was a woman 

and a Samaritan one at that (v. 9).  The Samaritans were a racially mixed group (part Jew and 

part Gentile) that were despised by both Jews and Gentiles (cf. 8:48; 2 Kings 17). 

2. What Jesus did represents a break with culture and tradition, showing His love for people and 

desire to save the lost. 

3. Jesus began the conversation on the physical plane then naturally transitioned to the spiritual 

(v. 10).  The term “gift” indicates something that is undeserved yet freely given by God. 

D. Eternal life is not just about living forever, but about our quality of life now (v. 14) 

1. Jesus taught that “living water” will quench our thirst forever.  See also 7:37-39, Jeremiah 

2:13, 17:13, Ezekiel 47:1-12, Zechariah 14:8, Isaiah 12:3, and Revelation 22:1-5. 

2. The water that Jesus speaks of is a gushing stream that produces abundant life (cf. 10:10) 

E. At this point, the woman still didn’t understand what Jesus was communicating (v. 15), so He 

transitions the conversation and comes from another angle (vv. 16ff). 
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II. Christ, the Messiah (vv. 16-26) 

A. Jesus gently pointed out the woman’s sin to her (vv. 16-18).
1
   

1. Why was this necessary? 

2. Notice how the woman goes from talkative to brief.
2
   

a. From this, we can infer that her conscience was stricken.  What part does the conscience 

play in salvation?   

b. It is also evident from what she omits that she was holding back information.  Why do we 

try to hide aspects of our lives from God?   

c. Jesus revealed divine insight into her life (v. 18; cf. 1:47; 18:4).  Is it comforting that God 

knows all things about us? 

3. In what ways is it a blessing to know that we can have eternal life now through the forgiveness 

of our sins?  What does the gospel do for our sin and shame?  How does it change us? 

B. After the woman changed the subject from her heart to a theological topic (v. 20), Jesus took the 

opportunity to correct her understanding of worship and salvation (vv. 21-22), and returned the 

conversation to the heart (vv. 23-24). 

1. Her question was a legitimate one.  The Samaritans had their own version of the Pentateuch
3
 

and their own temple on Mount Gerizim.  Why is it easy to focus more on theology than on 

our own hearts before God? 

2. Jesus explained to her that the Samaritans worshipped without knowledge but the Jews 

worshipped according to knowledge.  Where did they get this knowledge?  Why was it 

important? 

3. We are told that God is seeking true worshippers who will worship Him in spirit and truth.  

Discuss how this connects with both the form (i.e., what we do) and the heart (i.e., how we do 

it) of worship. 

4. Jesus inaugurated a new age in which worship is not centralized in a localized temple.  In the 

New Covenant, the worship of God takes place globally, and the people of God are the temple 

(cf., 1 Corinthians 3:16-17; 2 Corinthians 6:16; Ephesians 2:19-22; 1 Peter 2:4-5). 

C. The woman first referred to Christ as “sir” (vv. 11, 15, 19) then recognized Him as a prophet (v. 

19) then as the Messiah (v. 25).  Here, we can see the progression of God opening her eyes. 

1. This is a unique conversation in many ways, including the fact that Christ revealed His identity 

as the Messiah (v. 26) 

2. The Messiah was to be a God-man.  Where in this passage do we see reflections of the deity 

and humanity of Christ? 

 

  

                                                 
1
 There is indirect evidence in the passage of her sinfulness in that she was at the well alone at an abnormal time (v. 6) 

rather than the normal time when women would draw water (i.e., morning and evening). 
2
 Here, she utters only four words.  Previously, she had uttered 81 words in her three interactions (average of 27 words 

each time she spoke to Christ). 
3
 The first five books of the Old Testament, also known as “the Law” and “the books of Moses.” 



LBF, 12/6/2017 

 

3 

 

III. Christ, the Savior of the World (vv. 27-42) 

A. “Just then” = God’s timing. 

B. The woman’s reaction to Christ was to leave her water pot behind (v. 28) and go to the town to 

invite everyone to come and meet Christ (v. 29), and they accepted her invitation (v. 30).  Do you 

see yourself as a missionary to those around you?  Have you invited someone to church lately? 

C. Christ uses the metaphor of food to teach about His dedication to perfectly do the will of the 

Father (vv. 32-34) 

1. The disciples misunderstood his words.  How were they like Nicodemus and the woman?  

How were they different? 

2. What is the significance of Christ’s words in verse 34 (cf. 5:36; 6:38; 14:31; 17:4; 19:30)?  

Matthew 4:4 states that we are to live by every word that proceeds from the mouth of God.  

How is this similar to Christ’s “food” and how is it different? 

D. Jesus declared the fields are ready for harvest (v. 35).  Do you believe that this is the case today?   

1. The sower and reaper are to rejoice together (v. 36; cf. Amos 9:13). 

2. Jesus states that He had sent His disciples to reap that for which they had not labored (v. 38).  

How is the gospel ministry a partnership?  What do we learn from 1 Corinthians 3:5-8? 

E. Many people believed in Christ because of the woman’s testimony (v. 39).   

1. How can you incorporate your testimony into your interactions?  Do you believe that God can 

use it? 

2. A good testimony makes Jesus the hero of the story and does not glorify sin.  A good 

testimony also communicates that the gospel is personal but not private. 

F. Many believed in Christ as the Savior of the world (vv. 41-42).   

1. Notice how their salvation came through first-hand knowledge of Christ.  Is our salvation the 

same? 

2. Earlier, Jesus stated that “salvation is from the Jews” (v. 22).  Here, He is called the “Savior of 

the world” (v. 42). 

3. Note that, in this section of John’s gospel, Jesus progressed from an interaction with 

Nicodemus the Jew (3:1ff) to the Samaritan woman (4:1ff) to a Gentile 4:46ff).  The pattern of 

His interactions here anticipates the post-Pentecost mission of the church (cf. Acts 1:8). 


