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The Covenant of Grace and Infant Baptism 

 

I. Key Components of the Covenant of Grace1 

A. Meaning and Duration of the Covenant of Grace 

1. In the “Covenant of Grace” (or era of salvific grace), God promises man eternal life 

through faith in the Messiah.   

2. The Covenant of Grace was effected in the Garden of Eden and will continue to be in 

force until Christ returns. 

B. Covenant Administrations 

1. The covenants described in the Bible (i.e., Abrahamic, Mosaic, Davidic, and New) 

represent different administrations of the Covenant of Grace 

2. Although there is a generational component, the “covenants of promise” (i.e., Abrahamic, 

Mosaic, and Davidic), like the New Covenant, were intended to be religious (spiritual and 

ecclesiastical), rather than merely national or ethnic.  This is evidenced by: 

a. Provisions for non-Jews to be grafted in and ethnic Jews to be cut off from them 

b. The centrality of faith and worship 

3. Continuity between the covenants of promise and the New Covenant: 

a. They are all explicitly linked together in Scripture 

b. They were all made with Abraham and his seed and all share the same central promise 

c. The New Covenant fulfills the covenants of promise in every aspect 

d. The church is the people of God and is made up of those who were faithful members 

of the covenants of promise along with those grafted into them 

e. The same language is used to describe the people of God throughout history 

f. The church is referred to as Israel in the New Testament 

g. People can be cut off from the New Covenant visible church 

C. The People of God: Visible and Invisible 

1. The “invisible body” or “invisible church” is the church from God’s perspective.  It 

consists of everyone who is inwardly/internally in the Covenant of Grace. 

2. The “visible body” or “visible church” is the church from man’s perspective.  It consists 

of everyone who is outwardly/externally in the Covenant of Grace. 

  

                                                 
1 See “The People of God Across the Ages: An Examination of Covenant Theology, Israel, and the Church” for 

detailed explanation and Scripture references. 
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II. Infant Baptism Summarized 

A. The Abrahamic covenant was inherently spiritual 

1. Circumcision signified the righteousness of faith, and Abraham circumcised infants 

2. The New Covenant fulfills the Abrahamic and baptism replaces circumcision as the sign 

of the everlasting covenant 

B. The New Covenant Church remains a visible covenant community 

1. Water baptism is an external sign which marks off the visible, not the invisible church 

2. Children are members of the visible covenant community 

C. Children are to receive the sign of baptism.  As with circumcision, the baptism of infants calls 

them to faith and repentance. 

 

  


