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III. Two Common Questions 

A. What about the explicit baptism texts, most of which specifically require belief in the gospel? 

1. Every explicit baptism text in the New Testament is in an evangelistic context.  In other 

words, all adults who were baptized upon profession of faith were converts to Christianity.   

2. Everyone agrees that these texts apply to adults.  Paedobaptists have common ground with 

credobaptists in asserting that adult converts must be baptized. 

3. The children of believers are in a different category.  These texts do not apply to them.  

No explicit baptism text speaks of covenant children who grew up in Christian homes 

being baptized upon profession of faith (however, Acts records household baptisms).2 

B. What about the nature of the New Covenant? 

1. The texts about the New Covenant do not redefine covenantal membership.  For example, 

the children are federally comprehended with their parents in Jeremiah 31, because 

Jeremiah speaks to issues which apply to adults, not infants (e.g., the reference to breaking 

the covenant in verse 32 cannot apply to infants).3   

2. The New Testament never explicitly states or even implies that the relationship of 

believers’ children to the covenant has changed from the Old to the New Covenant. 

3. The covenant sign continues to call covenant children to the reality it signifies (not faith 

itself, but the promises of God achieved by Christ and received by faith alone) 

4. Thus, believers today have no more reason for withholding the sign than they did in the 

Old Covenant.  The covenant sign marks off all adults who acknowledge Christ’s 

Lordship, as well as their children, who, with them, are part of the covenant community. 

                                                 
2 The fact that the household baptism texts do not mention infants does not necessarily exclude them.  Likewise, 

the fact that no text speaks of women taking the Lord’s Supper does not exclude them from it. 
3 Jeremiah 31:32  not like the covenant which I made with their fathers in the day I took them by the hand to 

bring them out of the land of Egypt, My covenant which they broke, although I was a husband to them," declares the 

LORD. [Note that infants were in the covenant which the adults broke.  See verse 21 for more actions and attitudes which 

do not apply to infants.  For New Testament examples, see 1 Corinthians 10:7-10 and 2 Thessalonians 3:10.] 


