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IV. Discipleship and Baptism 

A. Disciples are made via baptism and teaching (Matthew 28:19-20; John 4:1)
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1. God commands parents to diligently teach their children as disciples “in the Lord” from 

the very beginning of their lives (Ephesians 6:1-4; Deuteronomy 6:7; Proverbs 22:6).
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2. Timothy is a good example of a covenant child who was discipled from birth (Acts 16:1; 2 

Timothy 1:5; 3:15)
6
 

3. Children were likely included in household baptisms (e.g., Acts 16:34)
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B. Water baptism is applied to the visible, not the invisible church 

1. All in the congregation (NT visible church) were called disciples (Acts 6:2; 11:26)
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2. Simon Magus “believed” but was not truly saved (Acts 8:13, 21-23),
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 and other 

“disciples” turned away from Christ (John 6:66)
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C. Those baptized as “disciples” are either true,  false, or future converts 

1. Noah and his “household” (eight in all) were “baptized” for “salvation” in the ark 

(Hebrews 11:7; 1 Peter 3:20-21),
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 yet only Noah was truly saved (Genesis 7:1)
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2. Israelites (including unbelievers and infants who were part of the community) were 

baptized “in the cloud and in the sea” (1 Corinthians 10:2)
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4 Matthew 28:19-20  "Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the 

Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit,  20 teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am with you 
always, even to the end of the age."  John 4:1  … Jesus was making and baptizing more disciples than John 

5 Deuteronomy 6:7  You shall teach them diligently to your sons and shall talk of them when you sit in your 

house and when you walk by the way and when you lie down and when you rise up.  Proverbs 22:6  Train up a child in 

the way he should go, Even when he is old he will not depart from it. 
6 Acts 16:1  Paul came also to Derbe and to Lystra. And a disciple was there, named Timothy, the son of a 

Jewish woman who was a believer, but his father was a Greek,  2 Timothy 1:5  For I am mindful of the sincere faith 

within you, which first dwelt in your grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice, and I am sure that it is in you as well.   2 

Timothy 3:15  and that from childhood you have known the sacred writings which are able to give you the wisdom that 

leads to salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus.  [Timothy was taught the holy Scriptures “from childhood” 

(NASB), literally “from infancy” (Greek: brephos).  The same Greek word is normally used for either unborn babies (e.g., 

Luke 1:41) or infants (e.g., Luke 2:12; 18:15; Acts 7:19; 1 Peter 2:2).] 
7 Acts 16:34 ESV  Then he brought them up into his house and set food before them. And he rejoiced along with 

his entire household that he had believed in God. 
8 Acts 6:2  So the twelve summoned the congregation of the disciples…  Acts 11:26  and when he had found 

him, he brought him to Antioch. And for an entire year they met with the church and taught considerable numbers; and 

the disciples were first called Christians in Antioch. 
9 Acts 8:13, 21-23  Even Simon himself believed; and after being baptized, he continued on with Philip … You 

have no part or portion in this matter, for your heart is not right before God.  22 "Therefore repent of this wickedness of 

yours … 23 "For I see that you are in the gall of bitterness and in the bondage of iniquity." 
10 John 6:66  As a result of this many of His disciples withdrew and were not walking with Him anymore. 
11 Hebrews 11:7  By faith Noah … prepared an ark for the salvation of his household, by which he … became 

an heir of the righteousness which is according to faith. 1 Peter 3:20-21  … in the days of Noah, during the construction 

of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were brought safely through the water.  21 Corresponding to that, baptism 
now saves you-- not the removal of dirt from the flesh, but an appeal to God for a good conscience…-- through the 

resurrection of Jesus Christ,   
12 Genesis 7:1  Then the LORD said to Noah, "Enter the ark, you and all your household, for you alone I have 

seen to be righteous before Me in this time. 
13 1 Corinthians 10:2  and all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea; 


