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V. The Status of Children in the New Covenant  

A. The real question at hand is not whether or not the children of believers should be baptized 

but whether they are to be considered as part of the visible church in the New Covenant era or 

whether they were cut off from the community during the transition from the Old to New 

Covenant.   

B. Throughout every covenant administration, the children of believers have been included in the 

covenant community.  Thus, to believe that they are now excluded requires an explicit 

statement.  There exists no such statement.  Instead, the New Testament contains clear 

statements to the contrary. 

1. Children of believers have always been members of the covenant (Psalm 103:17)
14

 

2. Children are the standard for “child-like faith” (Matthew 18:1-6)
15

 

3. To such belong the kingdom and blessing of Christ (Mark 10:13-16)
16

 

4. God has prepared praise for Himself from the mouth of infants (Matthew 21:15-16)
17

 

5. Believers are called to receive children in the name of Christ (Luke 9:47-48)
18

 

6. Children are addressed as members of the covenant (Ephesians 6:1-3)
19

, along with their 

parents (Ephesians 5:22-33, 6:4)
20

 

7. Children are referred to in the NT as holy (1 Corinthians 7:14)
21

 

                                                
14 Psalm 103:17  But the lovingkindness of the LORD is from everlasting to everlasting on those who fear Him, 

And His righteousness to children's children 
15 Matthew 18:1-6  … 2 And He called a child to Himself and set him before them,  3 and said, "Truly I say to 

you, unless you are converted and become like children, you will not enter the kingdom of heaven …5 "And whoever 

receives one such child in My name receives Me … 
16 Mark 10:13-16  And they were bringing children to Him … 14 … Jesus … said to them, "Permit the children 

to come to Me; do not hinder them; for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these … 16 And He took them in His arms 

and began blessing them, laying His hands on them. [Children are members of Christ’s kingdom outwardly (i.e., visible 

church) but not necessarily inwardly (i.e., invisible church).  Verse 15 depicts them as believing (cf. John 1:12).  Their 

faith is “age appropriate” and manifests itself in faithfulness/obedience (cf. Titus 1:6).  Even before they have a full-orbed 

grasp of the gospel, they truly believe and trust to the degree they understand.  They, like adults in the visible church, are 

to be evangelized and repeatedly taught and encouraged in the gospel.  Nevertheless, their “faith” ought not to be 
minimized or downplayed; it is often stronger than that of adult believers who can eloquently articulate the gospel.] 

17 Matthew 21:15-16  … children … were shouting in the temple, "Hosanna to the Son of David," … 16 … Jesus 

said to them, "Yes; have you never read, 'OUT OF THE MOUTH OF INFANTS AND NURSING BABIES YOU HAVE 

PREPARED PRAISE FOR YOURSELF'?" 
18 Luke 9:47-48  But Jesus … took a child and stood him by His side,  48 and said to them, "Whoever receives 

this child in My name receives Me, and whoever receives Me receives Him who sent Me … 
19 Ephesians 6:1-3  Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right.  2 HONOR YOUR FATHER AND 

MOTHER (which is the first commandment with a promise),  3 SO THAT IT MAY BE WELL WITH YOU, AND THAT 

YOU MAY LIVE LONG ON THE EARTH. 
20 Ephesians 6:4  Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, but bring them up in the discipline and 

instruction of the Lord. 
21 1 Corinthians 7:14  For the unbelieving husband is sanctified through his wife, and the unbelieving wife is 

sanctified through her believing husband; for otherwise your children are unclean, but now they are holy. [Given the 

visible/invisible construct, we are able to understand that the holiness referred to is “federal/covenantal holiness” rather 

than “personal/spiritual holiness.”  In other words, they are covenantally set apart (i.e., consecrated) to God as they were 

in the OT: 2 Chronicles 31:18  The genealogical enrollment included all their little children, their wives, their sons and 

their daughters, for the whole assembly, for they consecrated themselves faithfully in holiness (cf. Judges 13:7).] 


