
Chris Villi, March 2014 

 

7 

 

VII. Summary and Conclusion 

A. The Covenant of Grace, which extends from the Garden of Eden to the return of Christ, was 

administered in different ways throughout redemptive history.   

1. Every administration had continuity with respect to the central promise of God, faith, 

worship, terminology, and membership 

2. Every administration (including the New Covenant) contained a visible and invisible 

covenant community (i.e., church, people of God) 

B. Explicit New Testament baptism texts which specifically require faith in the gospel are set in 

the context of missions and evangelism.   

1. Therefore, these verses apply only to new converts from outside of Christianity, not to the 

children of believers.   

2. Applying them to those raised in Christian homes would be “mixing apples with oranges.” 

C. The texts about the New Covenant do not redefine covenantal membership.  The explicit 

language particularly describes the adults in the covenant and does not directly address their 

children but indirectly includes them inasmuch as they are federally comprehended in their 

parents. 

D. Disciples are made via baptism and teaching.   

1. Water baptism is applied to the visible, not the invisible church 

2. Water baptism is properly given to all disciples, including professing believers (i.e., true 

and false converts) and their children (i.e., future converts). 

E. The real question at hand is not whether or not the children of believers should be baptized 

but whether they are to be considered as part of the visible church in the New Covenant era.  

The New Testament contains multiple clear statements that children are part of the New 

Covenant community (i.e., the kingdom of God). 

F. Infants were undeniably members of the Abrahamic Covenant and, as such, they received the 

sign of circumcision before they receive that which the sign represented.   

1. Now that the Abrahamic Covenant has been fulfilled in the New Covenant, the sign of the 

“everlasting covenant” has changed (to baptism) but the identity, purpose, and recipients 

remain the same.  Several passages present a clear transition from circumcision to baptism 

(Galatians 3:27, 29; Colossians 2:11-12; Philippians 3:3). 

2. Circumcision was a spiritual sign which signified spiritual blessings and pointed to faith 

and repentance.  Baptism fulfills and perpetuates the significance of circumcision by 

picturing the same blessings (including covenant relationship with God and inclusion 

among His  people, cleansing and heart renewal, the removal of sin, and justification by 

faith). 

G. Conclusion: Given (1) the force of the above arguments, (2) the continuing validity of OT 

concepts not abrogated in the NT, and (3) the absence of a NT example of a believer’s child 

being baptized upon profession of faith, there is no reason to believe that the children of 

believers were forever cast out of the covenant community at Pentecost and prohibited from 

receiving the covenantal sign. 


